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PREFACE, 


rr^HE Author with the mcft unfeigned 
-*" difference, hopes the public will indul- 
gently receive his apologies, for the publica* 
^ion of the following flipets. 


He did all he could do, to prevent the pub- 
licity of the matter in controverfy, and even 
pow, very fincerely laments, that unpleafant 
(leccflity, which protrudes him tq the fore-^ 
ground ; to a delicate mind always formidable ; 
frequently dangerous ; and never defireable. 

He has long borne with irrefiftance { almoft 
pvery fpecie of injury, irfult, and obloquy ; 
that the malevolence of. an unmerciful party 
r ouid iuvcnt, or its calumny lafely circulate ; 


( iv ) 

I 

&n(i he yet would have oppofed his patience, 
to the petulant whifperings, and ambigudU5 
infinuations of the flanderer ; had not a few in- 
flexible, valuable, and n^oft dear friends^ inter- 
. didled his further forbearance. 


The Author has no apology to offer to his 
^dverfaries, for the publication oj their cor- 
r^Jponience ; Jet them remember, this is nof 
his voluntary aft^ but the coercion of thofe^ 

who by their unchriftian oppreffion, made it 

» ■ . 

^;iavoidabl9 . 

H^ entreats his friends will have the goodr 
nefs to forgive the infertion of their letters ; 
^nd hopes, that his present peculiar posi^ 
TIOK^ >vill effectually ple^d his pardon. 

For tiis own letters, which were written, 
moft 6f thetn in very ill bea|th ; and all oi^ th^ 

^purof occafion, he intreats the ufual indul^ 

^fsi^ce to ;fuch hafty compofitions. 

The 
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trhe plan of the pamphlet, will naturally 
develope in its progrefs ; the letters, notes, &c. 

fall in fucceiiion, as the matter accumulates 

' ' ♦ . 

into their proper places^ and are arrange^ 

accordingly. 


/ <• 
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Thfe followrng cjuotations may be well worthji 
the attention of the friends of church aad 
fta^ey 3uC the f)rcfent monjient. 

<* IT may properly be x)bferved, that the 
•* Pmtans in the laft century began fomewhat 
*' like the Methodifts in this^ The work of re- 
" formation, and the converfion of the people, 
** were theirpretences, and fome good was done 
*' by them' ; but when the people became pof- 
*' fcfled of the idea that they were wiser 

*^ THAN THEIR CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL 

**" RULERS, they foon became malcontents, an4 
*^ the church was the firft facrifice made to the 
^' fpirit of reformation, 

" The ouTPORiNps of the spirit, pro* 
*^ duced a fpiritual madnefs, aod then a zeal for 
** the lord of hofts drew thoufands, and ten thou- 
fands, headed by their preachers^ to fight againft 
Ahab, and deftroy the priests of baal, 
*' The high places, and the altars were pun ed 
^* down in the name of the Lord, and the glo- 
♦* rious work was crowned, by- pouring out the 
*' blood of the nobles, of the pricfts, and the 
*< king, asan offering unto the Lord," 

All that is meant by thus adverting to thofe 
times of fadionand outrage, is t*^ Hicw the dan- 
ger which attends the fpirit. of eiiitiurafm ; if it 
once rifes, it is well if it ftops below madnefs. 
And Ibould a large number be intoxicated with 
the fame mad fpirit, what dreadful cpnfi^quences 
muit not the rational expe(^. 
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IN- 


Introductory 


k E M A R K S. 


IiST the autumn of 1798, in a xonvcrfation 
which Mrs. Bere had with Mrs H. More^ 
relative to the concerns of the Biagdon Sunday 
&hdol, ihe informed that lady, Jhe had beards 
that TauHgy her Scbool'msuter^ held private 

SCHOOL MEETINGS. 

» 

Have you, Mrs. Bere, bee;i at one of thefe 
private fchools, faid Mrs. More ? No, madam» 
was the- reply. 

Then, faid Mrs. More, ** 1 wotdd hive you 
gb, and ^ emphatically added^ I do particularly 
defire> that you do go*'' 

Mrs, 
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t^h: Bcre promifed, that if fhc could Tum-s 
<non up refolution ; (he would go, but thought^ 
(he ftiould feel herfelf an intruder. 

Some time after Mrs. More had left .the coun- 
try, Mrs. Bere having heard there was to be a 
|)rivate fchool that evening, fent doji^n to inform 
the mafte'r, that (lie intended to attend. 

. At the ufual hour, Mrs. Bere and two ladies,' 
then her vi(itors, went to the fchool, their ap- 

pearence vifibly very inudi embarralTecl the 
toafter. 

Mrs. Bere thinking it high i^Y expedient^ 
that Mrs. More fhould immediately be acquainted 
with the proceedings of that evening; addrelTed to 
that lady, the following letter; not minutely nar- 
rating every particular occurrence ; but juft com- 
tnunicating as (he deemed, matter fufEciently 
iriterefting, to attach her attention , to the fxibW 


THE 


t 


THE 


b ONTRO VERS Y, 


&:c. &c. 


LETTER f. 

. ^KS. B£RB TO MRS, B. MORE. 

MY DEAR MADAM, Blagdon-houfe, 

^ Jan. 8, i799« 

IN confequcnce of your defirei 
when laft:* I. Jb^ the piealure.of (eeingyou; I 
ijo^ addrefs you relative to your Sunday 
Schpd. 

. It gives me pleafure to inform you, that the 
fiumber of children continue nearly' as ufyal, at 
this feafon qf the ye?kt j they ai:e,. I think, making 
great improvemen^ti I-. have attended feveral 
Sunday evenings, and was happy in feeing a very 
large, afleihblage} of people met for the purpofa 
of Mluring the fermon; which was ferious ancj 
itteiitive. 

/ 
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t have alfo, my dear madams ia obedience iS 
jrour wiQies, been at oHe of Mr. Y6ting*s private 
Monday evening fcHbbls, which opened with 
iinging and prayers fuitajble to what followed. 
There were 13 or 14 of the iifual attendants af- 
jCembled, when Mr. Yoting opened the conver-? 
latiort,. with obfcrying what perieciitions he had 
fuffered ever f hca he had been w^l^king in the 
ways of the Lord, which was aboiit Tourteeii 
years. After this, he began to interrogate the 
peoplig, fingly, relative to their fpiiitual jftate.j 
to which^ they individually replied with com- 
fcfftable confidence. When this exaniinatioit 
was over, Mr. Ifoung faid^tbis was what they 
called their private fchooh and if any one men- 
tioned what tranfpired h« never defired to fee 
them there again^ 

When tlie people Were difmifled; t obferveci 
\o Mr. Young that thefe were a very happy fei 
'of people indeed, if they did not deceive them- 
felves, which I hoped they did not. Hie fcCTaea 
hurt at my obfervation, and repUed, there was no' 
danger of that. 1 told him, I hoped not, but I 
feared, if the like qtt^ftions had been f>i>t to nae, 
I could not have given* fuch fatisfaftory anfwerrf 
asthey all had done. Mr. Young faid, perhaps^ 
madam, you have not fought the Lord in thd 
lime way they ba^. ' ^ . • 


The evening I atteiided there were ho extfem-^ 

" ^joire prayers, which 1 find^is cuftomilry, not o^y^ 

ftom Mr. Young, but from many of ' thi' 

people. ■ 

Thefe occtirrences put. me upori e^flq^iring 
whether this was the ufu^l manner of fpending 

thb' 
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he Monday ^riyate, f^hopl, and I f|nd it tq 
fo. . , 


t 


Ihopc, my de^r madam, you will ijot deem 
mc troublefome in this detail, i confidefed it 
my duty to ftate thcfe particulars to you as they 
occurred j having heard you fay, ** you were un- 
f * acquainted with there being mo|-fi" than one 
f* evening fchool in the week,** and*|hat yoqr 
iviih was to avoid all enthufiafq:^. 

You will pardon me, my dear madam, Ac 
freedom I talce, but it ftrikes me that there 
may be greater danget of falling into that de- 
plorable ftate by thefe proceedings, than thetc 
would be, if Kir. Young purfued the original 
plan of publicly reading to them, and with them 
the hbly fcriptures, and tifing the excellent forms 
of prayer you have fupjJlied iiim with for thii^' 
purpoic. 

» 
\ fincerely hope ^his wiH find all yoflrgoo^ 

family iii health, which blcfling we. all enjoy with 

gratitude I hope to the graciops donor. 

I fliall be ready and happy .at all times, ray 
^ear madam, to execute any commiffion yoi^ 
inay be difpofed to favour nie with during your 
^bfence from the country. 

I have the honor to be. 

My dear Madam, 

Tour humblp Servant, 
Mfs. Han* More, 
isa.8,iiQ0. SAKAH BEBLE. 

B 4 JUET^ 


(•?o 


I.ETTER II. 

f * 

MR?. HANNAH MO:^£, IN ANfWER TO ^JL&S. 

BERE. 

• ' - ■ 

MY DEAR MAD^M, , ^^^^» April 4, 1799; 

YQU wjil naturaljy be fur- 
prifed at my never having acknowledged tne 
lavour of your letter, if you have not happened 
, to hear, of ,my yery long and feyere il^nefs. It is 
jfixteen weeks fince I have been at church, and 
during the greateft part of that time I did not 
- Write a fingle letter ; thoijigh when I was able I 
was ujader the neceffity 9? fupcrintending the 
prefs, and doing the, ix^ceffary corredions to my 
booki, which was a very great burthen to me, 
for it happened very inconveniently, that I had 
n6 fooner fent it to the printer*s in London, thin 
I wa^ taken ill, and often when the ftieets were 
fent down to n^e by pofl: to rqyifc^ I wa^ not able 
to read tlicm^ 

I am now hoWever^' Ithank God, very much 
xecovered. And now having iq the true ftile ^f 
jbuman nature faid fo m\ich of myfelf, it is high 
time to begin to fay fomethihg oi my friendi. 
I am very forry far the repeated bad accounts 
which we have had from Mr. Lecves, P. Lin- 
torn and Mr. Young, of the fevere' fit of the 
gout which Mr, Bcre has fuffered, whicb cenis 
to ha^e been more fevere than Xifual. • I fear that 
th^ uncommon feverity and length of the winter 
muft have added very confidcFablc to^ his fuifer- 
in§;s, I ^ealijT congratulate him upon the firft in- 
• • ' " * * .timatioA 
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timation of any thing like fpring weather* which 
]to-day has introduced to' us ; for I am fure the 
firft of April would have made a good Chriftmai 
j(lay> fo intenfely cold was it. 

We have felt a very great fatisfaftion on poor 
Mr. Simmon's progress towards recovery,, fo 
much beyond all human expeftation, though I 
I'ufpeft it will be rather a reprieve, than a per* 
fed: acquittal from his complaint. 

Bath is more crouded, more diffipated and 
far more idle than ever, and that is faying a 
great Meal. The ladies, as Mr. Addifon de- 
fcribes thofe of his time, fefemble Eve, for they^ 
are naked and are not afliamed. 

I hope the fchool is -doing pretty well at pre- 
fent. I defired my fifter to Tpeak to Mr. Young 
i>n the fubjed: of your letter. 

With beft regards to Mr. Bere, in which my 
^fters defire to join; 

I remain, my dear madam; 

Your obliged, 
Mrs. Bere, Jan.* 8, 1799. K. MORE. 

From the date^ ftile, and contents of this 
letter, and comparing it with other contingent 
circumftances, and perceiving the precift point 
of Mrs. Bere*s letter evaded, I concluded, I 
think not unreafonably, that this lady had no 
violent objeftion to her fchool being fo con- 
^iuftcd. Indeed H. Young, bcJd and confident, 
declared, " that nothing was carried on in his 

fchool but by the diredion afld under the 

" fandiott 
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^f fenftion of Mrs, Hannah More,*' and for his p,fcrt 
he ca«d for no man, and Mrs. Martha Lintora, a 
vefj^ intinnate and ufcful friend, and frec^uent vi- 
ctor at Mrs. Mpre's, told Mrs.'Bere ii^ my hearr 
ing, previous to her fending the firft letter tc^ 
the pod, Ihe had better not lend it 5 and I fupi- 
jbofe, by way of iilencing a|l poffible objeiftion to 
W adA'ice, added, " it is what they like I tell 
yci don*t ye,V . >.^ 

When Mrs, H. More came into the. country, 
in the ftimmer of 179^, Mrs. Bere naturally ex-; 
jpcfted that lady would make fome enquiry into 
theconduA of lier. teacher Young. Mrs. H. . 
M^re came int^ t)?c country, faw Mrs, Bere fe-* 
veral times that f^mamer, was alone with her at 
tlie parfonage ; but not a fingle fyllable did (ho, 
fPttet on the iubjeft of Mrs. Bere's letter. 

True it is, that Mrs. H. More had that Turn- 
mcr a very Hiort coi^ferrence with Mr. Bere as 
they were walking to. church one Sunday^ on 
what Mr. Bere had delivered in a fermon, whioh* 
Mrs. More faid, " (he had heard was in oppo* 
fition to the fchool.*' Mr. Bere, in reply, faid, 
^* famething, madam, relative to entlmliafm,' 
tjUt jiothing againft the fchool." 

Mi^. More went out of the country latt: ia 
the autumn^ and left Mrs. .fiere's rcprefentation 
Iftnartteoided to, and her fchool, as far as 1 havp 
^efcrd ajid believe-, precifely in its fprmcr ftatv% 

Froin this period to theend of March more and I 

(Store waa heard of the inaproper condiifl: of Young 
find his pec^le.;^ at this time, a converfation took 
^Uct ftt SVsnpig's Jhouie .bot wcoA hun and a man 

wfaa 


J 
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Whd was aHout to come iato my fervice, cantaiii' 
ing (o ferious a charge againft my moral chara^ri 
: that I confidered U incumbent on me as puMiftgf 
of the fMtJh to quafli as foon ajid as efieAuall^as 
poifibte, a falihood) ivhich from experience, 1 4dx- 
peded would be circulated with induflry, and re- 
ceived with avidity, aitiong Youii^'s followers. 

t fent therefore to Young, who came up to.tbfi 
paffonage, and there, in the pi*efence of fevefal 
perfons^ the man repeated the cpnverfation that 
Jiafled between him and Youngs the preceding Si* 
turday at his hoiifel 

%i,YovLngat^J^dfmedthisy4/terwards ie admitted 
that he did ufe the exceptionable words in the fol-» 
lowijog affidavit, but that he did not mean by 
them Mr] and Mrsi Bere. His appiirent duplicity 
and remarkable incoherence eiiti^ed from me 
thefe words, " Mr. Young I have done with you>** 
'* Very well fir," laid he, " I mdtt defend myfelf 
ixi the beft manner I dan/* ' This happened on 
on. the 3d of Aprils 1 800. Gn. the next dajr the 
young iTiafi went to a trfagifirale^n the iidghbour- 
hood arid vokmtarily nn^iuie ths folkxv^lug ^davit : 

Somerf^t I 

^ ' '/ ,...;• ... 

The depofition of Silas Defrick of Bkg- 

. . doa^ f«xyapjt; i0 the Rev. Xltoma^., Bere, 
taken ^on oath before me Sydenham 
Teaft Wylde, Clerk*, one of. his m^ei^'s 

.. ju^ices c«f tji^ p€ia<?e in aa4 ^r tb? T^idi 
county^ this fputthd^y of Aprily i8qq# 

Who on his'oath depofethy that on Saturday the 

a9th diy of Marc|i now laft paft, he, the faid de- 

". ^ \ , pohent. 


( i6 ) 

poheilt, being in bufinefe at the houfe of Henry 
Young of Blagdon aforefaid, fchoolmafter, was 
thus addrefled by the faid Henry Young: " Well 
Silas^ you are going to fervice at Mr. Bere*s 1 
find.*' '* I don't know fir," replied this deponent. 
<^ Becaufe," added the faid Henry Young, " the 
houfe ^nd orchard where your mother livies belong, 
to you, and 1 would wifh you to go to Mr. Baker 
and hear what he fays concerning it.' 

But. let Mr. Baker fay what he willy I would 
not advife you to go to fervice at Mr. Here's at 
all ; and if you do go, I would, not advife you io; . 
ftay there long— For there is no knowing what the;^^ 
rhay -put in your mindy to make you Jign away your right 
to the houfe and orchard. 

SILAS derrick; 

Sworn before me on the \ 

day and year above written v 

S.TEASTWYLDE. ) 


I hereby folemnly declare that the 
houfe and orchard above alluded to, 
wbibh I hold in mortgage, were.ncter 
direftiy or indirectly mentioned to 
me by the Rev. Mr. Bere, as tending 
to their alienation. 


«r I. 


THOMAS STAR. 


i*<ki 


On Saturday the 5th I wrote the Letter III, to 
Mrs. H. More, and Young went off foif.Bath,' 
where Mrs. More then was.' 


LET 


LETTER. Hi. 

. Mk. BERE TO Ml^S. H. MOIt£i 
i)£AR MADAM, BlagdonHoufc, April stlii 800 

Vt pains me to communicate, 
what I prefume it will paia you to be informed 
j»f. Mr. VouNg's recent malevolence, accompaT 
hied with a moft infamous* infinuation to the 
prejudice of my moral charadter ; make it impof- 
fible for me to confider him as a fit perfon to in- 
ftriicl the youth, or leflbn the aged of that parifli 
whereof I am curate. 

I cannot, Madam, condetcehd foveryloWa^. 
to have any altercation -f with a turbulent, trou- 
blefome perfon : ;{: But as I have always highly 
valiied the inftitution of Sunday Schools, and 
will with heart and hand fupport them, as fuchl 
and while they continue to be fuch^ ^nd no other 1 
and have always entertained the higheft efteem 
for yourfelf and family, I have taken the liberty 

* Vide the preceding affidavit. 

f Qri chriftmas-day 1798, -the church, as ufual, l>eing vtty full^ 
this YoUng olFered himfelf at the- font as (ponfor : in the courfe of 
the duty (infant baptifm) lafkcdhim V Wih thou obediently keej* 
God*s holy will ai;id commatidmcata and walk in the fame all the days 
6f thy life ? " Holding up a large book to hb facc^ Young pronounc- 
ed in SL pompous tone, '* I will endeavour fo to do, ^^od being my 
helper." I then faid " Mr. Young, the refponfe is, I will/' Erect- 
ing himfelf thtOy and looking vety audacioufly in my face, he (lowly 

(ir (b to do, God being 
not the refponfe of the 
and no more/! He re>« 
!y.^ ** *Tis foin my b«ok." " 1 know^iiot what book 
^u may Kave," iaid the officiating miaifter, " but the refponfe of 
the church of Englaod is, t >vill. , 

•'He at laft made the. proper refponie, but when h$ rettlmdd to hit . 
people be behaved and fpoke in a very turbulent manner* 

+ My letter No. 7, I am informed was fiyti; to the Bilhop, but 
this in which I have declared myfclf friendlj to Sonda^r School^ tvas 
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s, 

Id kcquaint you of this ( to nie ) very unpleafanf 
affair. Not being willing, if it may be avoided, 
• to make it an object of legal enquiry, left fimilar 
cftabliftiments might be evil fpoken of, by evil 
|)erfons, for the bad behaviour of one man. 

I have only to addy that if this man continues 
here in his prefent charafter, I mUft infer (thero 
is no other conclulion) that it is avowedly with in- 
tent to render my miniftratidii in the Church ajf- 
little effeftual as poffible, and I (hatll be driven to 
feck my remedy^ where, and how I can. 

With my befl: compliments to the ladies of 
J^our family I I remain. 

Deaf Madam, 

Your hunible Servant, 
Mrs. H. More, 
^Great Pultney Street^ THOMAS BERB; 

Bdrth.^ ^ ' ^ ' 




LETTER IV. 

MRS* H. MORe's answer. 
jDEAR'SIR London, April 9t& i8oo# 

I am much concerned that y9u 
Ihould have had occafion to write to me on fo un- 
pleafant a fubjed a? that which has given rife to 
your letter; It cannot but be- my wifli on all ac- 
counts that my teachers Ihould aft in all refpeft* 
tmexceptionably, and in particular that they 
Ihould avoid giving all occafioti of ofleiice to th^ 
clergyman. 

# Froiir 
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From the opinion which I have been ufed to enter- 
tain of Mr. Young, to whofe conduft indeed your 
own letters have borne repeated teftimony *; I am 
willing to hope there may be fc^me mifunderftanji- 
ing, or mif-ftatement, of which however I /hall be 
better able to judge, if you will befo goo<l as to 

lend me aTcppy of the affidavit to which you refer. 

- - > 

You will, r am fure, be fenfible that I am bound 
in duty to fatisfy myfelf fully that Mr. Young is 
no longer worthy of my countenance, before I takQ 
^hy ftep which n^ay l?e injurious to him. 

I have felt Ipmip doubt, whether, as thefc fijb-' 
jeAs are better managed by converfatioij than 
writing, I fliould not requeft you to lay t|ie whole 
bufinels Ijefore our common friend, -fSirAbrahanx 
Eltoni who, I doubt not, would niake it a duty 
to inveftigate and conGder the affair with his ufual 
judgment and impartiality, 

T (hall delay taking any ftep until I receive t^e 
paper, with which I requeft you to favour me, 

I am juft fettiiig' off for tlie feat of Sir 'Charles 
Middleton, near M-^Adftone, Kent, but any letter 
Wddreffed to me under cover to Henry Thornton, 
Efq. M. P. London, will be forwarded to, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient 
]^cv. Mr. Bere. H. MORE, 

I beg niy compliments to Mrs, Bere, 

♦ I recoUeft nothing of thefc letters. 
• 1 1 ™€t ^'^^ Ar Elton at the Juft ice Seifioos at Langford foon sifter- 
watds, and was about to communicatee' to him th^^ above letter, but 
while I was fearchingfor it, Sir A. informed me he had be£;n tv itteii 
tQ by Mn, More oa thU fubje^ ; I therefore declined entermg^oa it. ' 
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LETTER Y. 

« 

MH. BERE TO THE REVv DR. GROSSMAN. * 
DEAR SIR, BlagdonvHoufc, April II, iSod. 

I AM forry to inforFn you, that * 
the Sunday School which Mr^. More eftablilhed 
\n this piirifh, has, under the ,good management 
of the prefent mafter (an old man-of-war's man), : 
degenerated 'into fomething very dt^^rent from 
what was the original avowed plan. ' ' 

In (hort, under the fandion of thj^t eftablifh-? 
ment, the man has aflumed, and openly ufes, moll, 
or all, the privileges of a Ljicenfed Conventicle, 
with the additional convenience of a private week- 
ly confeffional, fomewhat in the ftyle, I take it, 
of Lord PeterV whifpering office: in fad, he is 
^n arrant u^ojift, aiid hugely inflated.' 

As foon as the momiiig Sunday fervice is over 
at Blagdon, he commences his holding forth, and 
continues an hour. After the church evening 
fervice, he gives prayer, fmging, and what he calls 
reading a fermon ; Xome exultingly declared to 
be wrote ^ot by clergymen of the church of Eng- 
land. — Thu^ the fabbath.— On Mqnday night 
he opens his confj^flional, the doors being (hut. 
Here he extends his arps, and vociferates " Come 
to Chrift, come to Chrift; he jjs always in 'this( 
room, xi^ti^^y to. receive you/' 

He thefi ittterrogates his difciples individually, 
relative to iheir fpiritual and temporal concerns i 
iiftd makes them pmy extempore. The fmitb's 
>y|fej aad a poo^ brain-fliogk old won^an, being, 

I un« 
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I yndcrftand^ the cracks of the fchool. On Th^ri^ 
iUy he has prayers and finging, and holding" fortl^ 
again; or, as he fometimes phrafes it, *^ Giving 
ihe fenfe/* of wh^t h^ likes to. read. 

There is no renfon at prefent to fear any great 
defection from the eftablilhrnent by thefe gentle 
breezes of the man of war ; though I will not be 
anfwierable for the peace of your parifli when he 
comes to explode in the Tornado of enthu6afm» 
A little proper refolutioa may ^^hlis early) damp 
the dangerous fpark : for want of this attentibni 
my neighbour, Mr. I^eves at Wrington, has had 
his panlh deluged with thij new religion, as the 
people Tery properly call it ; and t her^ is of courfe 
confufion, and every evil wofk *, 

I do not think, ail circumftatices cbn(idered» 
that it-will be expedient for you to coine' forward 
upon this occaiiori ; it will be fufficient, if I have 
your fanftion herein.; which I h^ope you will be 
fo good as to comniunicate/to me foon^ 

With pur beft complimelit^ to Mrs, Croffiuaa'. 
and the young Udi^s, 

I remain, 
^ — ^ Dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble Servant, 
Rev. D:. Cxoffman. THOMAS BERK 

* One faid, l|e wiflbdcl all ^t^e clergytnen's heads in Eng» 
land were on a blocks that they might be chopped oft* at one ftrok^* 
Others, the church is ia d^irknefs^ is tottenng, will fooii come 
to nothing. Another of their difciples told me, that when he firft 
attended the meeting, theteachersrtdvifed him to k^e^ cloje to th€ churchy 
and attend th Jacramentst After he had been among them fome con- 
fiderable time* thty advifitd him to withdra'U) from both. Ferceivifig 
ibeir.duplkity, he left t£eir (^onveimclfi with abborrefiic^. 
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LETTER yr. 

»R. cro&sman's answer to the foregoing. 

I / 

]> £ 4 R S I {C Re6lory-houfc, Monkton, May 3 , i Soo. 

HAVING of late been much en- 
gaged, I have from 3ay to day deferred anfwcring 
your letter j which, however, if it had requifed 
fpeedy notice, I would at all event? have attend* 
cd to at an earlier period. * - - • 

After confidering, with all due attention, the^ 
pjrefent effefts, and the probable confequ.ence$ 
that' may refult from ignorance and fanaticifm 
(handmaids of old) of the mutilated failor, I am' 
of opinion that he ought not to be. permitted to 
ledure in the manner you have mentioned the 
children * committed to his c^re. If he traiifcends 
the boundary Ijne of duty chalked out to hin^ by 
the patronefs of the charity : it behoves you'in the 
firft place as my refident reprefentativ^, and there- 
by the guardian of thp moral and religious prin- 
ciples of the rifing generation, gently to admon- 
ilh him of bis conduft* If to this admonition 
he pay no attention, your next ftep, confiftent 
with politenefs to Mifs More, with whom you are 
fom^what intimate, is to make her acquiainted 
With the circumflances, and to point out to he«^ 
the mifchief that is likely to follow from the igno- 
rance and fanatic fpirit of this wretched theologift^ 
If you fuccced n3t in this libeial and ilraight line; 
mode of proceeding; then, as a refident and local 
jpagiftrate, it behoves you to ftretch forth the 

• it hence and elfcwhcre appears that -Df. Croflinan thought i^ 
iras a fchool for children only. ^ 

powerful 
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|idwcrml arm of the law, and let it fall lipoh hint 
asr the unliCenfed preacher, and on the occupied* 
of the houfe wheteiA he difplays his eloquence, at 
the holder of a private conventicle. As Rector 
of tht parifh, I have no cohtroul, no jiififdidion, 
ho power in my hands to exercife over him. 

If the means I ha^i^e pointed out fall of thelt 
eiFcft, it muft be by an aft of magiftracy, ** that ' 
fluent nonfenfe (hall no' longer trickle frdm hi« 
tongue;" and with that power you are eqiiallj^ 
inveftcd.with myfcJf. 

We exped that you and Mrs. Bere will fpend 
a week or more with us at the enfuing Midfum- 
faier, and fettle the account then^ 1 mention 
Midfummet, becaiife my boys will return froni 
fchool, and you are with them fo great a favourite, 
that I am certain they would be much difkp- 
pointed, if you. and Mrs. Bere were to cOmc 
during their abfence. Mrs. Croffman and daugh- 
ters unite incomplimienits to yoiiffelf arid Mrs^ 
jBere, with 

Dear Sir j ^ « 

. ' . ' ■ ' f ■ 

Your fincere and faithful humble fervant. 

Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

In confequence of the foregoing I wrote to 
MirsJ More tlic following letter; 
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LETTER Vll. 

!MK. B£R£ TO MR^. K. KORfi. 
^EAR MAOAM, Blag(Jon.houfey May g^ tSdol 

A CONSIDERABLE preffiire 
bf imperious engagements have hitherto pre- 
vented rtiy anfwering your letter on the fub- 
'^t&of your /^^r/6^*'i conduft in my parifli. In- 
deed my nature is fo averfivc to debate and 
ipppofition, that it now fuffers much violence in 
rciuming the queftton. 

If there were In this affair any thing of a 
dubious nature, I would moft chearfuUy lub- 
jnit to the arbitration of our common friend^ 
Sir A. Klton^ efpecially as be informed mi be had 
teen wtittsti to on this occafion *. 

But, deaf mad^m^ my accufation agairtftthis 
ftrange man, confift nqt merely of fufpicions; 
not ** trifles light as air,'* they are folid, plain 
iFafts ; AiffD SUCH FACTS, as i am perfuaded; 
you will neither fanftion, or fupport. 

\ 

My cafe is too long to ftate here ; you will fee 
much of it in the third head ©f reports from /the 
clergy of the diocefe of Lincoln. 

I affure you, dearnjadam, that nothing but a 
folemn impreffion of my duty to God, and my 
neighbour, (hould have protruded me thus far 
in a controverfy of this kind. Though I may 

« 
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Ihbneftly ^dd, my allegiance to our graciotis lo- 
verign ; my veneration for our blefled confti- 
tution ; my fworn, and therefore my boui5den 
duty, to the eftablifhed church ; of which I have 
the honour to be an humble minifter : urge me, 
to prevent ais much as in me is, what in my con- 
icience, I firmly believe to be difgraceful, not 
to fay dangerous to all. • 

I am mbfl unwilling that this man^s conduft 
(for his own fake) ftiould be publicly invefti- 
gated i at this critical period I would not have 
the laughers at all religion, entertained with 
ludicrous reprefentations, d^eh of her filmieft 
(hadows. 

But though t can reftrain myfelf, madam, I 
Cannot ' be anfwerable for the . forbearance of 
others; permit me therefore to remind you, that 
your teacher is furrounded by penal llatutes, 
iuch as the 13, 14^ and 2 2d of Char. II. 

If an information takes place i I hate only to 
Wifh that it may not be before me ; but if it fo 
happens, I muft, and will, without refpeft to con* 
fequenceSj do my duty. 

Mr. Jonesi of Churchill, called oti me laft 
week, as I underftood, to enquire into this 
bufinefs. I related to him fome ipftances of the 
vile treatment I have received, and fhewed him 
the affidavit. He has known me thefe twenty 
years paft, and I do hot tbink^ that either this 
gentleman, or any other in pofleffion of the zvho/e 
cafe^ would fay, I have deferved the viruj^nce I 
have experienced ; unlefs it be for my too long 
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Jorbcarance. f iranfmit the affidavit, and hav^ 
the honour to be, 

Dear madam, 

Your humble fervaht, 
Mrs. M. More, tinder 
iover, to Henry Thornton,- . THOs. BERE. 
Efq. M. P. London. ^ 

Madam, your teacher pofitively denied (the 
exceptionable words in the afEdavit) and in the' 
fame conference before, many witnefTcs, j/ laji 
confejsed^ that he did ufi the words ; but that bc ' 
did not 77ican Mx. and Mrs. Ber«. 

In anfwer t^ tliis unequivocal letter, Mrs. 
More replii'd in a. little time, tfie original an- 
fwer •! have not before me, it being, taken with 
my other papers by Dr. Mofs from Dr. Croif-^ 
man, and not returned. I by accident retained 
this franfcript only, which (as far as my memory 
ferves* me) was the moft material part of that 
letter. 

■' * — 

' ' •* ' 

** Dear fir, my health continues in too weak 
^* a flate to allow me either to travel or^ to do 
** bufinefs, A fhould otherwifc have anfwered 
.**". your letter fooner, which I am not yet flrong 
*^ enoudi to do." 

But this mV letter never was anfwered ndr 
further notice taken of it ; I confoled myfelf how- 
ever for this inattention, toTwhat feemed to me a 
Jerioiis fvibjeft ; w'ith tl>e hope, that as the fvTm- 
fher was fatt advancing, I (hould foon have the 
pleafure o^f feeing her as ufual at the parfonage, 
and than we might freely, in an undifturbed col- 
loquial inveftigation, adjuft poffibly to our 

mutual 
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mutual fatisfadian, thh-iinp-e^ant aflfair, . Th^^ 
lajdy did come into the country, but alas ! never 
more came to the parfbnagc. ' 




LETTER VIII. 

DR, CROSSMA^ TO THE REV. MR. BERE. 

* * * 

r 

-r^T^Ais r^TT* Reftory-houfc, Weft Monkton, 

- ?EAR SIR^ - Julyzift ,800. ' 

T WO letters have I written to you 
within two mon[thspaft,on the unwelconje Jubjeft 
which hascaufed of late foniuch ftrife in- the pariih' 
of Blagflon, and created in my breaftno fmall de- 
grce of uneafinefs, and to neither of thefe letters 
have I received any reply. In the fifft letter I 
requefted you and Mrs. Bere to favor U3 with your 
company here for a few days, during th^ holidays 
of my boys, bec^ufe they, ^^ as weU oi^rfelves^ 
would have been glad to have fecn you. The. 
fecpnd letter was recommendalory of moderation 
"and forbearance towards Mr'. Young, until fucli 
time as I might be able to go to Blagdon, for the 
purpofe of making I'equifite enquiries refpefting 
the conduft.of this man*. ManykHers iraye Ire^ 
ceivedy and much have I heard with unfeigned con- 
cern relative to this unhappy affair ; 'and I 
have participated in all tlie anxiety which the par- 
■ ties mbre imnjediately concerned muft necelTarily 

*• Mr. Bere z^t this time had no fufpicions of the dark operations, 
pf his adverfaries ; neither at that time was there much ftrife in the 
i>anib| for Mr. B. would not ftrive with them. 

D2 have: 
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have felt. On thi$ important bufinefs, as well a^ 
on others of inferior concern, I haye a great defiro^ 
to fee you as foon is pofEblc, and as I am preclud-^ 
ed at this inftant by various impediments fronx 
going to Blagdon, I (ball be glad to fee you and 
Mrs, Bere here. Although I am thus prevented 
from vifiting Blagdon at this particular period, I 
ftiU retain the refolution I have long formed, of 
going thither as fooil as I can free myfelf from 
certain hindrances, which at prefent operate as a 
ch^ek to my leaving this place. I have heard 
of ywr journey to London, and of your return 
to Blagdon, and therefore I (hall wait with impa- 
tience for your folution of fome queftions relative 
io the afF|(ir of Young, which cannot conveniently 
be qoflimitted to paper, and c^n only be difcqfled 
by colloqi^ial communication. Let me fhen fee 
ymi as fodn as you can, for until that time my 
.blind will continue heaviiy oppreiFed with th'e 
weightof this unfortunate bufinefs, which difturbi 
the pe^eeof my parifh. Mrs. Croflman joins \i\ 
^pmplijuents to Mrs. Bere, with 

Dcj^rSiis 

Ypi^r very fincere, &g. 

4 
■ 

J^^v, Mr. Be<^, G. CROSSMAf^. 
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LETTER IX, 


!fO J)R. CHOSSi^Atl, IN ANSWER TO HIS OF 

JULY 211 ft 1800, 

PEAR SIR, BUgdon-houfe, July y, i8qo, 

I T His inftant received yours of the 
^ift, audam aftoniftted to hear that you have 
• written, within two months paft, 'tzva letters on an 
unwelcome fubj^ft, Your laft that came to my 
hand, is I fee, dated May 3, which 1 immediately 
^nfwered, accepting with great pleafure your kiha 
invitation to Monkton to meet my yoiing friends; 
but fearing I ftiould not fetUrn from town fooner 
than the ifccoiid week in July.—- 1 alfo wrotethi^ 

weok, recjwefiing to know when you wiQied to ft« 

It is very ftrange the letters you fpeak of fliould 
Ijot come to hand. I am not naturally fufpicl* 
ous J. -tis mean, 'tis d^fpicabje ; but the very vilQ 
treatment I hav^ esjperienccd lately from a religi'^ 
pus fc(5t, and the Otbominable falfehoods whi(;h are 
circulated by it, without name,! woqld almoft 
juftify a conjefture, which honefty revolts at^ 
God knows^ my dear fir, what you have hesird^ 
From m€s on tbisJubjeSfy you b<ive h^d ht m^ lettev% 
It is here reported that you have written to Mrs, 
' H. More a veiy encouraging letted, defining her 
to continue thQ fchool, and Acknowledging the 
great good it was produ<!5^ive of in your pariftl* 
Tlv€i only requcft I h^ve tb make,, is> that \ may 
ibavQ ^ fair impartial hearing, face to face, witlv 
my adverfaries, I fear no combination 5 J havQ 
w otte fi<3^ of 01^1 ftnd trutfe on tho Qth^r , 

An4 
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And after fo many years experience of gie, I am 
perfuaded you will not give me up while 1 deferve 
your fupport. I have every reafon to fuppofc 
fome have dared vAlfully to miflead you by talfe 
ftatements^on thi§ fi^bjeft; but 1 have had fucH 
reliance on your difcriminatioQ and juftice, that 
I did not think it fufficiently confequential to 
oppgfe the fliade of a (hadow, when ypi^ wpre 
to ar):)itrate. I am forry to add, that havmg 
gone much further than I hope they at firfl in- 
tended; having QpenU injulted my mwaU and \rj 
yilc and ambiguous infjnuations, endeavoured to 
ruin my clerical charafter; they have tpade it 
negeffary for mc to defend both, by appealing tq 
the public: \vKcn, jf plain truth cannot defend 
Jierfelf, let her be hooted off the flage,and whift- 
Jed down the wind,. J fend this to Axhrid^e^ on 
purpc)f(j that you may receive it early,/ I requefl; 
that your nilnd'may not.be at all agitated, 
Your parifli is jufl as ftill as it has been fince the 
fettlement of thQ new colony difcoverecl its prm-» 

. Jf.ma'n, 

Dear Sir, ^ "* 

With great truth, 

Your humble fervant, 

Hev. Dr. GroOman. , THOMAS BERE^ 

For Mrs, H. More's retradtive behaviour, aad 
ber people's uncommon virulence, I could not 
account, nor was I informed of it till the ah of 
Aogufxj whgn Dr, Croffman, at Monktorx,; 
gave me to underftand, that a<;cufations * againj( 

* Tbc ^cc^iation^ I co^ifl>cv«r>fi5€ or hear* 
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1hie had been fent hy Mrs. H. More to the chart* 
cellor and the-bifhop, that thoife were forwarded 
to him ; that in his reply, he fpoke of me as a 
perfon he had well known near twenty years | 
that this his letter had been fent to Mrs. H. 
More ; that in confequence the lady opened 
immediately a Correfpondence with him, and 
added fnofe accufations^ ind alfo inclofed' a letteY 
of Mr< Defcury'Si containing fimilar matter. - 

1 aflured Di^. Cfoflman of my innocency, 
and requefted permiffion'to take copies of thele 
charges, in order to pr(ipare my defence, and 
face my accufers; The Dr. in delicacy^ thought 
he could not then comply with my wifhes ) he 
tead fome detached pieces of thefe letters,; which 
made me very defirous to h^ften the ifTue. It 
Was therefore agreed between us, that I (hould 
return immediately and write to Mrs. H* Mor^ 
for permiffiofi to have tli'e originals, ot take 
copies of the charges, (he had thought propeif 
to prefer againft me. I did return, and fent 
that lady the following note*. 

'^ LETTER 3t. 

ilADAM, Blagdon-houfe, Aug. 12, iSbtf* 

I requeft to be informed by 
the bearer, whether the reftor of Blagdon is at 
liberty to deHver up, or grant a copy of the cor- 
r»(pondence between you and him, relative to 
his curate, iri order that the calumniated may 
be thereby enabled to repel the virulent charge^ji 
you. have done him the injuftice, fo fecretly 
and fubtly to infinuate. 

Mrs. H.More- THOMAS BERE, 

- LETTER 
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LETTER XL 

* * 

Mrs; h* Mott£'$ anjwer* 

. SIR^ . Cowflip Green, Aug. li, itodl 

/ AS Dr. Croffman had my 

free confent to communicate to yoti the fub- 
ftance of the letters which paffed between us^ 
there can be no dccafion for putting either the 
original, or any copies of them into your 
polieffion: 

Sir, 

• Your obedieiit. 

Rev. T. Bere, ^ H. MORE; 

N. B. It came out ^t the meeting of the titn 
of November, that Sir A. Elton advifed I might 
have copies of the charges which had been fe- 
cretly brought againft me, and had dictated, or 
had fccn a note granting mc the permiffion I 
required. — Sir A- E. therefore at that meeting 
cootehded, t\\2it I had pemijlon, which I denied i 
this produced his copy .and mine of that note 
they, were difftmilar — I make no comment l" 

Thusj Mrs; H. More refufes to the curate of 
BlSgdon, contrary to every principle of equity* to' 
every rule of jtiftice, what the laws of the land 
never denies to any culprit ; to the moft atrociouf 
felon, to the mod deteftable traitor ; namely,* a 
copy of the charge, and a lift of the witneffes. 

Yes, Mrs. H. More not openly but covertly 
aCcufes a regular bred clergyman of -the church 

' of 
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,bf England; with palpable defign to ruin, hi3 
reputatfon ; to alienate his friends, and furrep- . 
titioutty fnatch from his ppffeffion the moderate 
remuneration of unremitted attention, and 
gflidubus labour ; for no pther apparent reafon, 
but that this clergyman had dared to apprize her 
of her teacher's extravagances in his own parijh. 
This, and thus, did Mrs. H. More. 

, On this refufal, the curate of Blagdon wrote 
to Dr. Croffman the enfuing letter. 
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LETTER XII. 

t)EAR SIR, Blagdon-hoUfe, Aug. 2ij i8od. 

YOU will fee by Mrs. Hi 
fore's note, that (he refufes to grant me either 
ihe originals, or a copy of yourcorrefpondence.-r- 
She declines fupporting, what (he ought not to 
have advanced on the credit of intercfted de- 
pendants, or foreign adherents, againft the jcha- 
r^der of a faithful, ajid laborious minifter of 
the church of England i 

. / claim ihefe epithets y and aefy any, or all, of 
theid mine adverfaries, openly and fairly to repel 
my honourable pretenfions to them. 

I am forry for H. More, — She muft have 
known that, ** It was not the manner of the Ro- * 
** mans to condemn any man before that he which 
*^ is accufed ; have the acciirfers face to face, 
•^ and have licence to anfwer for himfelf con- 
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^^ ccrhin^ the 'crime laid a^rainft him.** S(i<§ 
could not b:^ ignoriant of the fcriptural admo- 
nition. '* If thy brdtiicr trcfpafs againft thee, 
. *' 2:0 and tell him h\% ioixAlxbL'liveen thee and him 
" alone. . If he will hear thec^ thou liaft gained 
" thy brother i-t-but if not, his fault was to 
" have been told him before two or three wit- 
*' neflcs." LajiofaU^ it. was to be' told to THli 
CHURCH, and tl^e brother was to be altogether 
incorrigible, before he was to b^ as an hcaihefi 
man ana a puhlican. 

Where was thai lovely chriftian charity flie (6 

Feelingiy writes of? Where that charuy '^ which 

*'fuffereth lohCL and' is kind? which doth not 

** behave itfeif wifeevily^ which -is not eafily pro- 

^' yoked, and rfEJoiCEXH in the truth." 

In this affair nothing of this fuavity appears,' 
k\\ is in thegallof birternefs,and fiery indignation. 
Hot burning zeal, " Cunning and cruel mixture?, 
abhorred." 

. But .t thanjc the lady, flie has fpared me the 
"diPjonor df defending- my felf. Yet, Sir, on this 
fubjeftj not fpij-ltedly to feel,- would imply both 
depravity and ftupidity. I may unbluQiingly 
look the world in iht face and fay, Tv/cnty and 
nine '"years have I been* labouring, diligently at 
leaji^ in my profeflion. Of thefe, twenty five 
years have I. lived irr tliis neighbourhood. Reclor 
of B^utcombe have I been twenty years, and per- 
. fonally ferved that parilh fmce my indtrAion.* 

Thirteen years have I been the mbft aflire 
magiflrate in a Divifion the mcft extcnfive, popu- 
lous andafllueht in thecounty of Somerfet. Seven-' 

teen 
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teenyearshavolreprcfcnted you at Bhgdon. Have 
you evcv found any thii\g di (honourable ? eveu 
heard of any thing difgraceful in my moral, judir 
cial, or clerical charafter? — To thei'e I refer. 
Let me frec^iy fpeak, tliere is affuredly a great 
deal of unworthy art in the management of this 
caufe, 

Mrs. H. More, to prote5i her teacher^ attaches 
her eftablifliment to the man : I want to detach the 
man from her cftablilliment. This and this. 

ONLY, IS THE POINT IN ISSUE. Let this 

ftumbling block of offence be removed,- and I 
will fupport her, as before ; with all- my heart, 
and all my llrength, I love Sunday Schools ; 
but it does not nccclTarily follow, that therefore 
/ mtiji fupport urdicenfcd conventicles. This man, 
of whom I am aihamed to fpeak fo much, this 
man is, he tells us, a calvinift, and apparently 
of the moft fiery and ohfftinate caft. I afk; 
whether (m times and clrcumdances like the^ 
prefent) there is no impropriety in tnifting fucli 
an one (it is not Mrs. H. Mors that is trufted, 
flie is not here more than three or four times in. 
the year) with the power and opportunity of pro-- 
pagating in private and in public, opinions', which 
may be difgraceful to^the^churchji and dangerous 
to the ftate, ^ No perfonal fecurity, no collateral 
refponfibihty, no oath of allegiance, no declara- 
tion of faith. ' Sir, the man i^ unmuzzled, jt is 
not for me to appreciate the mifchief that he and 
others like him may do, contemptible as thefe 
may a^ear. Praife eod bare bones, and his bre- 
thren were laughed at: before they were feared. 

My dear Sir, I have.done ; pray have the good- 
^efs to preient my duty to the chancellor, and^ 

E 2 inforav 
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inform him, I fliall with great pleafure commu* 
nicate to him any thing he may wi(h to know iii 
this bufinefe. * 

I remain, dear Sir, 

ever faithfully your's, 
Rev. Dr. Croflman. THOMAS BERE. 


LETTER Xm, 

DRi GROSSMAN TO MR. BERE. 
MY DEAR SIR, September 6th, i«oo. 

WHEN I had the pleafure of 
feeing Dr, Mofs here, on the day preceding the' 
vifitation, I laid before him ^11 |:he correfpondence 
between rnc and Mrs. H. More, together with 
levery paper which relates to your defence *, and. 
your charges againft Young, -f Mrs, H[. More's 
ilatement of accufations a^ainji you^ and your 
narrative % and allegations againft Young, are now 
in the hands of our venerable bifliop ; and had 
I not waited for the rettirii of thefe papers, I 
would have written to you before, 5^t as new 
maitter has arifen which calls for fome exertion on 
yoxxx part, I was unwilling to keep from you any 
Jorigcr what it certainly behoves you to know( 
Sqoii after T received your narrative, I wrote to^ 

* There paid be no defence, for no open charge was ever 
^dduccd. J 

f It hence appeai:« that Mrs. More did fend clandeftine accu- 
sations againft the curate of Blagdon. 

J The curate of Blagdon had, at the rcqiicft of the reftor, 
fetit him a i^rri^tiv^ d certain dj-cum^anoes rfcbitivo to |he .can-i 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. More, ftating fome of your charges agaii^ft 
iVIr.. Young, not fpecificallyj but generally, and fub- 
jmitting to her whether Young ought not to be Sf- 
mijfed. This letter, I fear, has given Ibme offence 
to Mrs. H. More, becaufe, inll&ad of replying to 
it herfeif, fhe delGres Sir A. Elton, as her fyend, 
to ftep forward on this occafion. From Sir Abra- 
ham I hq.ve recieived a long letter, expreflive 
throughout of the highopinionA^ entertains of Mr. 
Young, both in his religious and moral charaftcr. 
But to the point. As foon as Mrs. H. More 
icomnuinicated to Sir A. my letter, he fent for 
Young, and ftated to lum fome 6ft he charges about 
to be brought forward againft him by you, and in 
his defence, he hasfworntotheenclofed affidavit*. 
As I do i|ot appear, in theopjnion.of Mrs. H. More, 
to be altogether free from the bias of prejudice, 
in your behalf, I have written by this poftto Dr. 
Mols, requeuing him to act as an arbi- 
trator in this untoward affair, and to relieve 
me altogether from taking any part in it. . And 
now let me exhort you to obtain without delay, 
affidavits of every charge ftated in your narrative 
againft Young. Fpf> as be has by that mode of 
evidence itt up his d^ence, it will be conclufive, 
in the minds of the judges and of others who hear 
it, unlefs it be annulled by the weight of teftimo- 
ny, on oath, on the other fide. Add to this, 
that as Dr. Mofs carried away from hende your 
narrative, it will be expected by the bi- 
shop, and by Dr. Moss, that you prove 

THE ASSERTIONS YOU HAVE MADE. Whcn 

you have obtained thef^ affidavits, fend them 
to me, and I will forward them to Dr. Mofs, 
It is peculiarly neceff^ry for. you to obtain affi- 
/lavits^ rcfpeding the conduA of Young at 

♦ Vide the affidavit, No. i. 

Nail- 
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}Ja\l{Qd,^y and of his de flaring himfe'f ' a calvitufti 
and I would advife yau to fupport every othet 
€parge in the fame way. With our united com- 
pliments to Mrs. Bere, 
* ' \ remain, dear Sir, 

, Very fincerely your's, &c. 

Rev. T. Bere. Q,^ GROSSMAN. 


LETTER XIV. 

'' "^Rcftory-houfe, Weft Monktoa, 
MY DEAR SIR, September 17th, iSoo. 

HAVING received by this 
jaight*s poft, another letter calling after proof in 
fupport of the allegations againft Young, as 
ftated in your narrative, which, together with all 
the letters that have pafled, are ftill in the hands 
of Dr, Mofs, I muft again r^j)^^^/ the advice coni- 
tained in the letter I fent you ten days fmce, in a 
packet forwarded by the Briftal coach, under- 
cover to Mrs, Vincent of Langford Inn, that you 
will hje no time in obtaining the affidavits fo ne-» 
ceflTary in the prefent ftage of the bufinefs. 
With our united compliments to Mrs, Bere, 
J remain, dear Sir,, 
' Tour fmcere, 

■ And faithful humble Servant, 
Rev. Tho, Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

From the foregoing, and prefent letter, // is 
manifejiy that the affidavits were obtained at the 
earneft requeft, and repeated injundtions of Dr. 
Croifman, And that the fwearlng fyftem, which 

* Mrs. H. More intrcduced this abfurdtty into the controverfy ; 
bydcplarlng to Dr. Croflman, " tk?a tha ^oor Yonngy had nothing 

talvinijlical about bM*' 

\> .. Sir 


BBM 
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Sir Abraham Elton fo vehemently, dnd juftlf 
reprobated at the meeting, commenced at Cow-. 
SLIP Green; Vide Affidavit^ No. i : and di4 
not origmale with the curate of.Blagdm. 


LETTER XV. 

kR. BERE to dr. GROSSMAN. . 
MY DEAR Sir, , Blagdon-houfe, Sept.17, i8od* 

1 hAvE been waiting thd 
return of my jiapefs from his lordfhip : but uri- 
willing to keep yoUr mind in fufpencfe refpefting 
my integrity; * I tranfmit you herewith a body 
of evidence fufficiently forcible, I think, to fup* 
•port my affcrtions. 

The pofitions I advance, dnd which I pledge 
inyfelf to maintain, are thefe : * 

ift. That Mrs. H. More's teacher, did fp 
conduft himfelf in the parilh, wherein I ani 
curate, as juftified my letters to that lady on 
ihat fubjedt. , 

2dly. That inftead of inveftigating my com- 
plaint, (he applied tomyfuperiors, apparently with 
intent to ftrangle the enquiry, by oppreffing thfe 
conlplainant with her whole influence ; and this 
not' openly, but covertly and circuitoully ; white 
the curate in perfeft fimple confidence was waiting 
lor {he opportunity he fo naturally expefted, 
of ejcplaining himfelf fully in a perfonal con- 
fereiiCe. 

* The affidavits, which were produced before the gentlemen at 
filagdon. 

,3dly. 
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> . gdly. That Mrs, H. More'a teacher behstved 
highly reprehenfible in bis former ftation at 
Nailfea : But was faeverthelcfs introduced under 
her patronage to tha pariQi of Blagdon as a re- 
spectable CHARACTER. 

1 

4thly. That he has at different times, and on 
various occalions, declared himfelf to bz a cal-- 
vinift. 

r 

5thlyi Th^t Mrs. M. More ty^-s apprized of 
her teacher's holding private meetings about laft 
Chriftmas was twelvemonths, by Mrs. Bere *, 
but from that time to this, never made my en^ 
quiry of Mrs. Bere, though flie. had frequent 
opportunities for fd doing. 

THE dJTESTlON NOW AGITATED, RESOLVES 
ITSELF INTO THESE DISTINCT PARTS. 

. ift. Was the curate right in informing Mrs* 
H. More of her teacher's condu(ft ? , 

idly. Was that lady right in defpifing this 
information ? or juftified in the violent me^fures' 
flie purfued ? 

3dly. Did her teacher behave himfelf impro» 
pcrly at Nailfea ? If fo, was it candid to intro- 
duce him at Blagdon, wilh fuch high encomiums ? 

4thly.. Did the teacher hold private meetings 
where confefSon was made, and extempore prayer 
ufed ? If fo, was it with or without the know- 
ledge of Mrs. H. More ? • * 


* See Lerterl. 


5thly. 
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- I^thly.^ Has this teacher ever declared hioifelf 
A Calvinift ? 

6thly. Will Mrs. H. More fay, that flie wai 
hot informed of thefe his private meetings, in the 
month of January, 1799 ? If the lady. were in- 
formed of them, and did not countcnanGe thcmi 
why were they not fupprefled ? 

Inanfwer to the charafter. given by Sir A. E1-* 
ton (to Young) I muft obferve, that Sir A, 
told me in May tafi, that he was coming up to 
Blagdon to enquire into the charafter of H. 
Young; I have not heard Sir A. has been fince 
at Blagdon, and I have great reafon to fuppofe . 
he perfonally knev) but very little of him : he may 
have heard much of him. 

■- , .'■",', 

It appears alfo very Unaccountable to me, as 
Sir A. lives only, I think, two miles from Nailfea, 
that fomcthing had not reached him relative tg 
Toung^s behaviour there. 

Adieu,' my dear fir, believe ma tb be (I fed 
myfelf to be fo) a nian of truth and Konefty^ 
and ever faithfully 

Your humble fervant. 
Rev. Dr. Croflraan. THOs. fiERE. 


# LETTEBL 
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LETTER Xvl, 


DR. CROSSMAlf TO MR. BERE. 


iffT DEAR ilR, 


Reftory-houfc, "Weft Monktoh; 
Sept. 2f, 1800. 


I RECEIVED by the Brif- 
tol co^ch yoiir packet containing the feveral 
affidavits, all of which I immediately fent offta 
the bifhop, and to Dr. Mols ; by laft night's poft' 
I was favoured with an anfwer from the latter, 
wha informs me, that he has written to Mrs. 
More, and given it as his opixiion, that Young 
ought to bedifmiffed : fo that his judgment upon 
the queftion correfponds with rpine. Dr. Mofs 
begffed I would inftrudl him w^hat he is to do 
with the narrative, letters, &c. &c. I have writ- 
' ten to him by this poft, to inform him, that I 
would defire you to ride to Wells, and call at the 
pala^ce for your own papers, and to give his lord?- 
ihip an opportunity, if he may be difpofed of 
obtaining from you further rnform^ation. Let 
•me then beg that you will lofe^notime in com- 
plying with this request ; for from what I have 
faid in converfation, and have frequently re- 
peated in my letters to Dr. Mofs, both he and 
his moft venera|)ie father, are imprefTed with 
very favourable Jentiments refpeSling your conduB in 
fhis^ affair. Believe me, dear fir, with our united 
compliments to Mrs. Bere. 

Your fincere and faithful, &c. 
Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

Thus was my mind tranqiiilized under the 
decifion of unexceptionable arbitrators, avomedfy 
Mrs. More'' 5 friends. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVir. 


MRS. BERE TO THE REV. DR. MOSS. 

I 

REVEREND SIR, , Blagdon-houfe, Sept. 25, iSoo. 

I AM requefted by Mr. 
Bere (who is now confined to his bed by the an- 
^ nual attack of an hereditary gout) to return you, 
and his moflT venerable diocefan, his heartfelt 
gratitude for the attention ye have been pleafed 
id beftow on hi.s unpleafant difagreement with 
Mrs. Hannah' More. Not being able to ,pay his 
duty perfonally at the palace, he has requefted a 
neighbour to call for his papers, which he.under- 
ftands from Dr. Croffinan, are in your poffeffion. 
Mr. Bere defires me to add, that as foon as his 
health will permit, he will, with the blefling of 
God, wait on yourfelf, and his lordfhip, at 
^dls. ' ^ 

I have the honour to be. 
Reverend Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
Rev. Dr. Mofs. SARAH BERE. 

Dr. Mofs did fendty the bearer of this letter 
the narrative ; l?ul retamedy without my confentj and 
contrary to his exprefsed declaration in his letter to Dr. 
Crofsmany fi6ij all my other papers ^ " FOR the 
^* alledgea purpofe 'as Sir A. Elton *, informed 
*' me) of delivering them up for the infpedtion of 
^' Mrs. More." — In this inftance, wa^^ the arbi- 
V TRATORperfedlyimpartial.—Wasthis candid.^ 
From that time to this I have not feen them. 

♦ Vide Letter XX, ' 

Fa LETTER^ 


-- — -- ■■''•■ ■*«■ — ^- 
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LETTER XVIII. 


FROM SIR ABRAHAM ELTON. 

T 

DEAR SIR, Cowflip Green, 06^. 8th. 

HAVING been informed of your 
recovery, for which I waited, and^ which I fin- 
<:erely rejoice to hear, I beg leave 'to call your 
attention to a bufinefs that you need not be told* 
has made fome npife, and is ftill in agitation, in 

the parifh of Blagdon. > ^ 

« ' • ■■ ' 

Dr. Mofs has been induced to decide on the 

tuilt of the mailer of Mrs. More's Sunday School, 
y affidavits tranfmitted from you toDr.Croflman. 
But it (hould feem he was prevented by his dif-- 
^ance from the fpot, from obferving * a rule wbick 
you voell know to be indifpenfable to JlriEt jujlice^ 
I meark that of confronting the criminal with thofe 
who acciife him. This def^^ in the proceedings, 
I doubt not you will readily fupply, and I there- 
fore rcqueft, on the behalf of Henry Young, 
that you will have the good^efs to name any day 
in the next wqek, when he may have the oppor 
tunity of facing thefe accufers, and of hearing 
from theit own mouths, what they have thought 
proper to fwear, in impeachment of his principles 
find coiiidu<^* 

JLangford Itin, if you have no pbjeftion, fhall 
be the place of meeting, and you muft not won^f 

* This is a rule, which I have in vain urged to Dr. Croffman, 
^rs. More, and alas ! even to the Bifhop of Sath and V^ells. 

': , der 
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der if I think it my duty to attend alfo-f . |S«/1 
ficians are abroady refpecting the credibility and 
competency of the faia acct^'ers, that ought to 
be done- away, and to effed this, nothing is 
wanting but a teftimony from me in their favour; 
which 1 will moft readily give, as foon as I am my- 
felf convinced that fuch.fufpicions are ill founded, 

, Myaddrefs is, "Clevedon Court, near Briftol,** 
and it now only remains for me to fubfcribc 
tnyfelf. 

Dear Sir, 

•Your faithful, 

Ai^d obedient Servant, 

^ev. T. Bere. A. ELTON- 


LETTER XIX. 


MR. BERI^ TO $IK A. EtTOK. 
pEAR SIR, Blagdon-houfc, Od:^. 8, i8o©. 

I AM very much obliged to you 
for your friendly congratulations on my recovery 
froih a very fmart, but, I thank God, a very 
fhort fit of thq gout. 

f On this delicate inuendo, I ihall only obferve, that theiie 
fafpicious arofe, poffibly, from ^he ihrieks ot the vfefpertine forwls 
wluich ufed to flit rou^d Cowilip Green cuk autumnal evenings. 


The 
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The fubjeft matter of your letter, has alreaffy. 
teen decided upon by our venerable Diocefan^ and bis 
mfi reffe£lable fon. Dr. Mofs^ It would be un- 
pardonable prefumption in me to re-agitate this 
qucftion : it would not only have the appear- 
aDce> but actually would be a public impeachment 
of their judgment. FOR ME, therefore, it 
lliall reft, undifturbed, till the fecrets of all hearts 
ihall be difclofed. 

At tlie clofe of all the illiberal treatment which 
I have experienced upon this occafion, I thank 
God, I can, in' chriftian charity, fincerely and 
heartily *' forgive ihofe who by word and deed 
fought to do nfe evil : yea, and pray for thofe 
who defpitefuUy ufed me/* To yourfelf. Sir, I 
have only to add, that I have the honour to be, 
' With all due.refpeft, and efteem. 

Your humble Servant, 
Sir A. Elton. ^ , THOMAS BERE, 


LETTER XX. 


FROM SIR ABRAHAM ELTON TO MR, BERB 


^ 


9£AR 5IR> Clevedon Count, 0^»i2. 

ITwKs not till latelaft night 
that I received your favor of ffie 8th - and I f^eize 
the firft moment of leifure to exprefs my regret 
that I am not to have your affiftance, in deve- 
lopttg a bufinefs that cannot poffibiy pafe off 
without further explanation. 

It 
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t fhould fcem, however, that yx)ur judgment 
^is not quite accurate refpefting the decifion at 
Wells. Dr. Mofs has formally difavowed to me 
any thing like an * official decree on the fubjed: of 
Young's difmiflion ; it appears from his own 
account, that he gave his opinion merely as H 
private man, nor is there any reafgn to fuppofe, 
4rom any thing that has come to my knowledge, 
that his. veperabk father has taken the leaji cog^ 
mzance -f of thematter; it is therefore clearly opeii 
to frelh inveftigation, and you mull give mc 
. leave. Sir, to add, that in my judgment, aa 
opinion thus made up, on ex parte evidence, 
ought not to 'be fnflFered to operate againfl: this 
unfortunate fchool-maller j indeed, the Chan- 
cellor himfelf feems to allow.as much ; having 

KEPT THE AFFIDAVITS IN HIS POSSESSION, 
FOR f HE ALLEBGED PURPOSE OF DELIVERING 
THEM UP FOR THE INSPECTION OF MRS, 

MORE, ftiould fhe think proper to demand themj^ 
and having never attempted to controvert the 
principle, " That no man tan be fairly Convidted 
iintil confronted with his accufers !•'* . 

It remains for me only to add, that Mrsi 
More has done me the honour to put the 
bilfinefs into my hands, and as Young loudly 
complains, that he is made the viftim of falfe 
accufation, I cannot feel myfelf at liberty to de- 

* If Sir Abraham nieans a decree given in open court ex officio^ 
There was nothing to be fure like an official decree.— But if Dr. Mof« 
was as Dr. Croflman declares he was, an arbitrator^ t^n there waa^ 
certainly fotaething very like an >wa r j>. Sir A. ('uide hisfirfl letter^ 
thou^t this was more than a ftiiJcUe ofinioHy iat he there fays, 
*' l>r^Mofs has been induced to decide on the guiitof the mafter 
oi Mrs. Mcafe's Sunday fchool. 

f No I Very ftrange this \ VideJ^v. Croffman's letters, 16, Uz, 
X What becomes of this principle in the cafe of Uie curate of 
B agdon ? ^ , ~ 

fert 


>; 
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fert him. Dr. Mofs has been already requefted 
to fend the affidavits to^me, and as foon as they 
come to hand, I (hall certainly loofe no time in 
fiifting the affair to the bottom, that juflice may 
be done to all parties. 

, . ■ . . ' 

Believe me now, with due efteem. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very humble fervant^ 

Rev. T. Berc. A. ELTO]^: 


LETTER XXL 


PftOM IJR. CROSSMAn to MR.. HERE; 


..„ _ R«ftory-ho»ife, Weft MonkKX 

MY .DEAR SIR, ^ oft. i8, i860. 

I CANNOT but declaFe , 
that it concerns me greatly, to hear that the 
unfortunate controverfy is ftill kept alive, and that 
your peace, and thit of Mrs. Bere*s, is again likely 
to be difturbed. I was in hopes, after the opinion 
given by Dr. Mofs, that Young was unworthy of 
his ftation, that he would ,have been removed 
from his fituation, and another teacher appointed 
in his place. But this hope was done away, by 
a letter I received from Sir A. Elton, wherein he 
informs me tl^at the credibility of your evidences 
would foon be impeached, and that he ftiould be 

able 
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I . . ■ • ^ 

able to prove that you had obtained* the trepoh- 
tion of a lunatic i * v 

" • ( ■ » 
All correfpbndence on this lubjeft, between 

me, and Mrs. More, -and 5ir A* Eiton, and Dr* 
Mofs, has entirely ceafed, in confeqlience of a 
cieclaration I made to the parties, that " feeling 
" the delicacy of the fituation wherein I >was 
** placed, asa public friend tojuftice, and>apriyate 
" friend to my curate, whom I had known and re- 
'^^ garded n^ar twenty years ; I beg to decline 
" the affumption of any judicid charafter in the 
** controverfy at iffue." My fentiments on this 
bufinefs^ are already well known both to you and 
to Mrs. Bete, and it will require ftronger argu- 
ments than I have yet heard, to alt'et the opinion 
which I have long entertained of your merits as a 
chrlftian, and a moralift. 

Your*s, my dear Sir, 
Sincerely arid truly. 
Rev. T. Bere. G: CROSSMANI 


■«MHMIMMHi*B»fa 


LETTER . XXII. 


DRi GROSSMAN TO THE REV. MR. BERE, 

\ 
1 

MY DEAR SIR, Reftory-houfe, Weft Monktoa; 

SINCE I wrote to you laft 
1 have received other letters on" the fubjeft of the 
Blagdon controverfy, and as I difcover that your 

, '^ Sir A. Elton, at the meeting of the lath, denied that her 
had aflerted this in unqualified, rerms.^ I leave it, therefore, tp 
be, fettled between Dr. CrofTman and himfelf, who ought to apo- 
krgi^ofoT thi» iodeccjcpus outrage. 

Q reftifei 


( so 1 

refufal to meet the crofs examination of your 
witneffes, has excited much cbmour and indig- 
nation againft you ; I am decidedly of opinion that 
you ought not to (brink from it, but boldly to 
come forward, with your evidences in your hand, 
and fairly, to meet the enquiry. This will oe 
manly and firm condud: ; and as your friend and 
well-wilher, I recommerid to you, immediately 
to adopt it. Dr. Moss concurs in thi0 
OPINION i and therefore^ lofe no time in making 
inown to the advocates of Young, your readineii 
to comply with their demands. 

Your's', my dear Sir, 

Sincerelv, 

Rev. T. Ecre. G. CP.OSSMAN; 


Upon having, herein,'fhe concurrent fanflioS 
OF Dr. Moss, and Dr. Grossman, I.im- 
jnediately wrote to Sir Abraham ; but as he was 
decidedly apartizan of Mrs. More's caufe; I did 
not think it would be perfeftly prudent, to com- 
mit mj^tM entirely into ^bis handi -^ it could not 
injure the caufe of truth ; to have w^;/y rtfppSiable 
judges. 1 therefore wrote to fome gentlemen of the 
firjl chara£ier in that part of the country^ foliciting 
their attendance, on the day fixed for re-hearing 
the caufe at Blagdon. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXin. 

MR. BERE TO SIR A. ELTOK. 

• to .... 

DEAR SIR Blagdon-houfe, Oft. 30, 1800. 

BY a letter I received this 
poft, I am permitted, if I think proper, to accede 
to your folicitations, relative to the credibility 
and competencyoif tlie witneffes, in the caufe' of 
Henry Young and his party, 

I do think it proper, not as in fupport of my. 
own charadler, which has never yet been called in 
queftion by Vny unprejudiced man ; but in con- 
firmation of the judgment already given, fo in-- 
decently impunged, by party clamour. Though 
at prefent in a ftate of convalefcence, I am yet too 
weak to meet you at Langford ; I name, therefore, 
the George Inn at Blagdon, as the place of our 
meeting. This place will alfobe moft convenient 
for the witneffes, who, doubtlefs, would not lik^ to 
be drawn from home, merely to indulge the moft 
illiberal fufpicions, of defeated malevolence, I 
rcqueft the favour of your communicating to rfte 
youraffent ardiflejit to this propofal, and at the 
fame time inform me, whether your engagements; 
will permit you. to atteod to this bufincfs, either 
on the lotbj lAth, 12th, or iath of next month, 

I hsKvc the honour to bc^ 
Dear Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 

Sir A. Elton. THOs. HERE* 

V ■ - ^ 

a* LET-, 
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LETTER XXIV. 

?|R A. ELTON Tq THE REV. MR. BERE. 
PEAR SIR, * Clevedon Court, Nov. i, .iSoo. 

I WILL have the honor to attenc^ 
yOu at the George at Blagdon, at twelve o'Clock 
on Wednefday the 12th of November. The 
allufions you are pleafed to make to *' Young and 
" his party," and " the illiberal fufpicions of 
defeated malevolence,'* I (hall ^ not affect to 
mifunderftand, but you muft permit me to 
obferve, Sir, that I could wifli for the fake of the 
refpeft I bear you, your ftile had been lefs con- 
temptuous. I'amof no" party'* biit that of 
truth and juftice : 'as for Young himfelf, I am his 
protedlor and not his advocate. He may have 
been guilty to the utmoft extent of the charges 
againft him ; but until it is proved that he is fo, 
it'ftrikes me Sir, as fomewhat premature to ufe 
the term defeat. I mufl: alfo take'the liberty to 
pbferve^that this man, although fo far your inferior 
in rank, is y^ur equal in the rights of a Britilh 
fubjedt, and that he is as fully intitled to be heard 
in his defence as y>ou or I, Sirj fliould have beei\ 
under fimilar circumftances of acculation. 




I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Yoqr humble fervant. 
Rev, T. Bere. A. ELTON; 

On the reception of Sir A. Elton's Letter ^4, 
I immediately wrote to the underfigned gentle^ 
men the following letter, foliciting their attend- 
jmce at the George Inn, Blagdon, on the iitly 
pf November, 

lette;!^ 
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LETTER XXV, 


MR. BERE TO THE REV. MR, BLOMBERG, .&C* 


DEAR SIR, 


Blagdon-houfe, Nov. 3, 18 oo. 


IT is with extreme reluiftance 
^ that I am conftrained under the imperious'preffure 
of a veryunpleafant controverfy to folicit your kind 
attention to the following particular, as it im- 
peaches every thing eftimable in my principle and 
pradice. You may have heard that Mrs, More's 
teacher fo conduced himfelf at Blagdon, as to 
have made it my d^ty, as curate of the parilh, to 
inform her of h;s extravagant irregularities j in- 
Head of attending to my complaint, this lady 
wrote (without my knowledge) to the Chancellor 
and Dr, Croflman, apparently with intention to 
ftrangle the inveftigation, by deftroying in the 
minds of thefe gentlemen, whatever refpeAs they 
might have entertained of my moral and clerical 
chara<5ler. This ultiinately brought the matter 
to ifTue before our venerable diocefan, and his 
moft highly refpedted fon, Therefult was, that 
on the evidence before them, they adjudged my 
complaint was well founded ; and the latter im^ 
mediately wrote to Mrs. More, acquainting her 
" That her teacher was unworthy of his ftation, 
" and in his opinion ought to be removed from 
" his Situation. " Dr, Croflfoan, and all who 
knew it (the party only excepted) deemed this 
FERFECTLT CONCLUSIVE, Ncverthelefs, the 
teacher is yet continued at Blagdon, and the party 
now impeach th^ Cb2^n9eUQr's decifion,and except 

I: '4 


/ \ 
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^p the credibility and competency of the evidencq 
iipon which he determined the caufe. I am there^ 
ibre permitted, indefence of the Chancellor's im- 
partiality, to refwear the witneffes to their feveral . 
depofitions, in the prefence of the; mod refpeftable 
gentlemen of this neighbourhood. The day 
fixed for thii purpofe is Wednefday the 12th in- 
flant, at eleven o'clock, \he place Pilagdoh, Per-, 
mit me, therefore, dear fir,moft earncftly to intreat 
the honor of your prefence to meet the gentle- 
men, who, will attend upon this occafion, to 
hear the witnefles refworn ; by fo doing^ to fup- 
prefs, if poffible, the indecent clamour raifed 
againft the Chancellor's judgment, and the honor 
and honefty of, ' ' ; " 

Dear Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

T, BERE^ 

Xbe Rev; Mr. Blomberg, 
Rev. Mr. LeWes, 
Rev. Mr. Hawes, 
Rev. Mr, Wylde, 

N, B. I wFote alfo to Mr. Whailey and Mr, 
Barter fimilar letters of invitation ; neither pre-T 
(ifely thQ fame, nor materially variable. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

iiR A. ELTON TO THE REV. MR. BEftgf 
t>£AR Slli, Clevcdori Court, Nov. 4i 

. I WAS in fo much hafte to 
acknowledge your laft favour that I think too late 
un hour was fi^^ed for the intended meeting at 
J31agdon ; if therefore you have no objedion, 
we will change it from twelve to eleven ; but 
before I have the honor to uait on you at the 
George you will have the goodnefs to indulge me 
\vith fome explanation of a paffage that elcaped 
my notice in the. firft curfory perufal of your 
letter. The fentehce runs thus, '* 1 do think it 
proper not in fupport of my own charaftef 
which has never yet been called in queftion, by 
any ynprejudiced man, but \n confirmation, of 
the judgment already given, fo indecently im- 
punged by party clamour." Now Sir, al- 
though 1 tiave nothing to do with the former part 
of this fentence, the latter cannot poffible apply 
to any other perfqn, becaufe ihe whole refpon^ 
Jibility * is with me^ for any feeniing dlfregard 
to Dr. Mofs's opinion, touching the condudl ot 
Young. I wait therefore to be told in what re«^ 
fpeft -this exercife of my own judgment has 
merited fo ftrong an epithet as indecent ; every 
ftep taken and* every word, of advice given by me ^ 
in the progrefs of this affair T am ready to defend, 
and you may refl aflured that if you convince me 

* Docs Sir A. mean to pkdge hii refponfibillty for all that rrialicf > 
and folly, and ignorance^ may have uttered in the intemperance of 
zealous fervor upon this queftion., I could not mean Sir. A. Elton 
ha^ "indecently impugned the judgment given," but I did mcati 
and folexprefled myfclf, " party clamor ^fl</ /Wi?ri?/r//>f impugned 
the judgment given." 

'by 
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by fair argument that I have adtecj wrofag, no mail 
will be more willing to acknowledge it thari^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your humble fervatitj 
Rev. T. Bere. A. fiLTON. 

/ 

Tothis,noanfwerwasgiveri; becaufe,it did not 
come to hand, till many days after its date ; and 
then, my anfwer would hot have reached Sir Abra- 
ham before the day of meeting. 


LETTER XX VII. 

i>R. ciiosSMAN, TO -rilE REV. MR. BERE.' 
MY DEAR SIR, ^th, Nov. 5, 1800. 

FOR reafons that muft be 
evident toyou, I deem it more expedient for Mrs: 
Parfons to make her affidavit before a magiftrate 
tortally unconnefted with you, than before me, 
' therefore I wrote to Mrs. Parfons, and defired 
her for reafons dated in my note to meet me at 
Mr. Slade's in Malborough Buildings, at any hour 
this evening moft convenient to her. 

I am juft returned froni Mr. Slade's where the 

bi;ifinefs has been executed agreeably to my wifhes. 

As I brought with me none of the papers relating 

. to Yourig^ controverfy, lam forry that I have it 

not in iny power to fend you the queries * you 

''^^ Thefe were framed by Mrs. More, for her teachers an- 
fwcrs ; fomething, if I recollect right i in the HUe a^d manDcr 
of the vlfusitioQal t^uedeSi which my iordy the biihop, fends to his 

■ fclergy. 

require 
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K-equire, neither can I inftruft any one M Monk toil 
V^here they are to be found. lam of opinion that 
Mrs. Parfons depoCtion willie of infinite fervice 
to your caufe in the xninds of all impartial en- 
quirers, and Well pleafed I am that (he has come 
forward in fo handfome a manner to ftate the con* 
verfatibn that paflcd between her and Young. 

Hoping that the ilTue of this event will termi- 
nate agreeably to your wilhes> and to the fatis* 
fadlion of your friends, as I doubt not but it 
ivilK I remain, with our united compliments to 
Mrs. Bere, 

YoUr's, Dear Sir^ 

faithfully and truly, 
kev. T. Bere; G; CROSSMANl 

I 

. We look forward with pleafure to the period of 
hieeting you at Bath. 

According to our agreement, the meeting took 
place at the George Ihn, Blagdon. There ap- 
peared for Mrs* More, the Reverend Sir A. Elton* 
his attorney, Mr. Fifticr, captain Simmons, and 
Mr. Defcury. 

For Mr. Bere, himfelf only. 

Thefe gentlemen attended to rehear the caufe 
and judge of the competency and credibility of 
the witnefles, upon whole teftimony Dr» Mofs*^ as 
Akbitrator, had before determined it. 

^ Vide Dr. Croffman's Letter XHl. 

H Francis 


li*#ancis Edwards Wlmllcy, Efi}, in tic Commit 
jGon of the peace for tiie county of Somcrict* 
fetmuel Baker, lEfq.- dkta. 
John Savery, Efiq/ ditto. 
Rev. Mr. Blombcrg, ditto, and Preb,. of BriftoL 
Rev. S. T. Wylde, ditto, vicar of Jfturrington. 
Jlev. Mr. Barter, rector of Timfbury* 
Rev> Mr. HaweSy vicar of Gatton. 
M^^'or Corbet. 
Thomas Watren, Efq. 
k|r. hinian. 
Rev. Williana Leeves, reftor of Wrington. 

Mr. Befe produced on tho^follbwing evidenGeii> 
vide their affidavits, 

Mary Clerky 

James Filer, 

M argaret Thorne,- 

Silas Derrick, 

Thomas Huifti, 

Anne Stephens, 

Richard Derrick, 

Betty Emery, 

Thomas Bere, 

Ambrofe Clark, 

Mrs/ Parfons, the lady of the Lord of 
the mahor, and who lived thirteen years pre- 
ceding 1800, in the parilh of Blagdon. 

Sarah Derrick, 

John Box, Efq* 

Sir Abraham Elton, who denominated himfelf 
the advocate df Mrs. More, openly declared be- 
fore his witneffes were brought to the book to be 
fworn, that " this was not a court which could fake 
^oguizmce of perjury ; nor 'could any one be called to 
account for what th^faid there. ' • 

WIT- 
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WlT$rESSE5 FOR MRS. MORE. 

James I'ucfcer, flr^maker, once an inmate, 
and now a difciplc of Young's, 

Jofeph White, t^y lor and under teacher, mem- 
ber of the private meeting, 

John Baker, labourer, under teacher, ditto, 
Paxil Bufh, a pauper, under teacher, ditto, 
Betty Baker, a teacher's wife, ditto, 
John Baker, a teacher's father, ditto^ 
Sexy Babcr, the blackfmith's wife, ditto, 

« 

« 

All thatk vpere peculiarly ioterefted in fupport- 
ing Yoiinjf's fociety ; moft of them had pecu- 
niary motives : ihiir falaries being defeudoHt <m 
the fuctep of tbut iay^s decifion. The depo- 
iitionsof thefc perfoiisleemcd tobe fo little rekr 
vant, fo cocifufed, and of fu^h a queftionablc nar 
ture, that DQ one \ be}ieve took dawn their evi* 
^ence^ 

After every poflSble exertion of Sir A. Elton, 
whofe heart indubitably was in the caufe, the ex- 
amination clofed, and I withdrew, expefting that 
thofe who were interefted would follow my e??- 
^mple, in this I was miftaken. 

\ was very foon requefted to come forward* 
when the chairman, in manner and in words I 
fliall never forget, informed me of the gentle- 
jncn's judgment, after the repeated repulfes ojf 
my adverlaries, thus honourably and immacu^i 
lated, reftored to my ftation in fociety.^ 

I ejaculated in my ufual tone of voice. Thank 
Go^i the Church has fucceeded^ — Tbi$ has, jE 

Ha am 
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am inibrmed, given grjeyous offence j may i^ 
pe * my greater, , 

No. I. COP Y. 

§omerfet. > The affidavit of Henrv Youngs of 

^ the pariflii of Blagdon, taken befor£t 

' me, one of his ma}efty*s juftices o£ 

the peace fox the Qo\intyofSomerfet^ 

Who^ on his. oath feith. That to the beft of hisi 
knowledge, he has never avowed bimfelf a CaU 
vinift-f, nor did he ever encourage methodift 
preachers, direftljr or indireftly. He faith alfoj, 
that he is unconfcioi\s of having ever infulted the 
refidcnt minifter of Blagdon 5 but on the con-.^ 
trary, has ftrived to condud himfelf towards him 
with all due.refpe6t X^ It has alfg been his con- 
flant endeavour tq § inculcate on thofe who fre-* 
quent the fchools under his diredlon,, the pro-, 
pricty and neceflity of paytng due refpeft to tbift 
minifter of the parifh, and of being conftant ir^ 
t^k^\x atteadauce qxx the fervice of the churchy ■ 

HENRY YOVNQ. 

, §wom before me, this 
a8th of Aug. 1800, 
A. ELTON. 

• ' ' '. ^ 

f 

* 

♦ Vide nr.CrQffiRanVktter,. + Vide the following aiSaavte^ 

+ The refident minvftet muft here ohfcrve, that if this maa 
teally did ftrivc **tocondu6lhirafelf with all due refpeft," he waa 
l^Linentably unfortunate ia hU (trivUigs^ (vide his behaviour at th«^ 

§ Pcrc again the poor jpain had hut iU fu^fe in hi^ intjcuioatioa^^^ 
v^e I^ar^aret; Thome's amdavit;^ Anne Stephens^ &c* 


No. \\ 
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N^- 11. 

^p^erfe t , ) The d^pofition of Mary Clark^ wifti 
^ Ambrofe Qark, of the parifh of Blag«% 
don, ia the faid county, taken vpoA 
path before me, Thomas Bere» <;lerk» 
one of his m^cfty'a j]uftices of the 
peace in and for the faid county^thia 
ninth day of September i 8qo^ 

Who, on her o?ith depofeth. That her hufband 
fnd James Filer, were talking in her hu(band*a 
orchard with Henry Young, Sunday fchool-* 
mailer under Mrs, H, More, in the parifli of 
Blagdon, That the then and there, in the pre-* 
fence of her hufbahd and James Filer; heard thci 
faid Henry Young declare, that he wa$ a Cal^ 

MARYCl-ARK, 

§worn before me, the day 

' and year above written. 

THOMAS BEREv 

N. B, This woman ia the mother of a large 
family, of good fame, and the wife of a very 
ferlous, fober, and honeft freeholder, in the pft'- 
rift^ of Slagdon, 

THOMAS BERE, 


No, 


( 6^ ) 

No. III. 

1 ■ 

/ 

gpmerfet, ) The depofition of James Filen^ 
3 houfe-keepcr, of the parifli of Blag- 
don, taken upon oath, befdre me, 
Thomas Bere, clerk, one of his ma- 
jefty's juftices of the peace in and 
lor the faid county, this ninth day 
of September i8oo. 

Who, on his fxith depof^tb, That once having 
^ converfation with Henry Young, Sunday fchool- 
mafter under Mrs, H. More, in the parifk of 
Btagdon, on religious fubjeds, he aiflced the faid 
Heftry Young what pfinciplefr be was of ; Young 
fthfwered and faid, he was a Calvimft. 

JAMES FILER, 
^worn before me, this 
9th day of Sept, i8od. 
THOMAS BERE, 

N. By This man is a very fober, fteady cna- 
rafter, and a veryconftant attendant at church, 

THOMAS BERE. 

No! IV. 

Margaret Thorne, vide .her affidavit, a{ke4 
Henry Young what his religion was, ^nd wher€ii^ 
U differed from ib$ church f Young replied, I arn* 
a Calvinift. ^ ^ * 

No. V. 

Ambrofe Clark depofed voluntarily upon oath,^ 
at the meeting of the 12th of November before 
the gentlemen affembled to rehear this caufc, that 
he heard Henry Young declare himfelf to be a 
Calvinift. 


I 

No. VI. 

r 

^omerfet. I The information of Betty Emery^ 
^ aged 77, of the parifli of Blagdon, 
taken upon oath bcfote me, Thomas 
Here, clerk, one of his majcfty's juf- 
tices of the peace in and for the faid 
county, this tenth day of Sept. i ?oo. 

Who^ on her oath depofeth, tl^at one 


Veati, a perfon who' is. generally reputed a metho-' 
dift teacher, fome time fince requefted to leave 
his horfe at her door, for that he was^ going down 
to Mr. Henry Young, Mrs. H. Morels teacher^ 
in Blagdon, he had heard, he (Mr. Toung) was 
a jgood man, aiked this deponent, if (he attended 
his fchool ? (he faid, (he ufed to go, but had 
left off going for fome time ; he further 'faid; 
that he had been fent for to go to vifit a woman 
in the parilh of Blagdon ; and this deponent 
verily believes, and has beard, that the faid 
Mr. Veal was to vifit Molly Spiring, one of 
Mr. Yoang*s chief difcipies. 

The mark X of Betty Emery. 

feworn before me, the clay 
and yearabovemeotioned. 
THOMAS BERE. 

Swora- and masked in the pre&noe of 

ANTHONY THOMAS. 


Ko. 
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Somtrfet. ) The depofition of Thomas Huirtii 
j houfe-holder, in the parlfh of Blag- 
don,taken lipon oath before me, Tho- 
tnas Bere, clerk, one of his majefty's 
juftices of tlie peace in and for the 
faid county, this i 1 th diav of Sep- 
tember xSoo. 

Who, on his bath faith. That one John Baker*, 
(cnior, one of Mr. Henry Young's private fcho- 
lars, one day endeavouring much to perfuade this 
deponent to become a member of their fociety,' 
iaid, that Mr. Young faved fovils, but that Mr, 
Bere, did not try to fave them. This deponent . 
further faith, that the above named John' Bakfer 
told him that he had been for a week to Briftol to 
hear the methddifts and liked theni defj)erafe ; 
and he faid he fhould go again very fopn, and that 
he never heard fuch preaching in his life, and 
moreover that Mr. Young could explain the* 
fcriptures better than Mr. Bere, a thoufand times 
better : 

THOMAS HUrSH; 

Sworri before me, this 1 1 th i 

day of Sept. 1800. > 

THOMAS HERE.) 

N, B. This man, Huifli, regularly attends the 
church and is very fober and honeft. 

THOs, BERE, 

• This miferable, poor msto, I heaf , has fincc ttadt very firanee 
incl dreadfuUeclaratio|if«< 


Ko/. 
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No. Vlll. 


■smerfet.) The depbfitioA of Thoftlis Sere; 




clerk, tal^en Upon oath before me> 
S. T. AVykle^ one of his niajefty's 
juftices of the peace ill and for the 
faid county, the day. of Sep* 

tember i8oOi 


This deponeAt, oh his bath laith; that having, 
vilited as her n]iniftcr, a poor fick woman of thd 
liame of Sarah Dirrick (fince dead) who had at- 
tended Young*s fchool formerly, but latterly had 
not. She, Sarah Dirrick, (then near death) de- 
-clared folemnly to this depbnent, that fhe heard 
the following converfation between one Dennis 
Stallafd, a methodift teacher, and Molly Spiring^ 
.one of Mr. Yoilng's moft covAd^ni privatejcholars^ 
Stallard a/ked Spiring, if Ihe knew the meaning 
pf this fcripture, '* that falfe teachers fhould arife, 
" and Ihould deceive^ if it were poffible, the 
" eleift ?" they both agreed, that the church mi- 
nifters were the falfe' teachers. She alfo added^^ 
that another methodift preacher ufed to come to 
Klolly Spiring's and flie had feen him there at 
prayers with her; 


THbs. BERE; 


Swofn before me, the ddy 
and year above written. 
S: T.WILDE. 


I 


i^o\ 
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No. IX. 

Somenet. I The declaration of Sarah 'Dirrick/ 
^ houfe-keeper, in the parifh of Blag- 
don, taken upon oath before me, 
. Thomas Bcre, clerk, one of his ma- 
jefty's jufclcesof the peace in and 
.'. for the {aid county, this eleventh day 
of September 1800. ■ 

Who, on her oath faith, that (lie had a convcr-i 
fation with one Hannah Needs, one of Mr. 
Young's private fcholars, ^^Ilotold this deponent, 
that if this deponent entered into his foclety, (he 
muft make extempore prayer, or Ihe could not 
be admitted. This deponent v;ent, and heard 
one Jofeph White, a taylor, Thomas Baker and 
John Eiaker, labourers, all thefe Mrs. H. More's 
tinder teachers, make long extempore prayer; 
Jbut this deponent did not fo pray. She alfo 
heard Molly Spiring pray extempore in the pri- 
vate fchool. This deponent further fays, that 
fhe left off going to fchool, and afterwards going 
up to the parfonage (one Sunday evening'^ where 
her fon was in fervice, to hear Mr. Bere read the 
fcriptures fo bis family, which is his conftant 
praftice to do : fhe met Molly Spiring and Nancy 
Lema;i going to Mr.- Yojnng's fchool ; Molly 
Spiring Ikid, where are you going ? deponent 
ahfwered, to Mr. Bere*s ; " I doiibt you are 
•going the wrong way," feid Molly Spiri-ng, de- 
ponent anfv/cred, *M hope not," and then left 
her. This deponent further faith, that fhe was' 
fent for to come in and fee a poor fick neighbour, 
and found her very confiderably troubled in- her 
mind. Molly Smith, the fick woman, told this 
deponent, that Henry Young, Mrs. H. More*s 

fchool- 
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fchool-mafter, came to fq'e her and 'pray to her^^ 
but when he went away, he told the fick woman, 
** Well, I cannot promife that you will be laved,, 
f* for you have not got faith enough." * 

The mark ><! of Skrah Difrick. 

Svv^orn before mc, the day , v 

and year above written. ^ * 

THOMAS BEPvE.) 
Sworn and marked in the prefence of 

RICHAkD DIRRICK. 

N. B. This woman conftantly attends the 
church and facraments. ■ 


• ' ■ No. X. 

The information of Sarah, the wife of the Rev. 
Thomas Bere; Nov. ii, j8oo. 

Being one evening with two ladies, my vifitors, 
at ojie of Mr. Henry Young's private meetings/ 
having previoufly acquainted him with ;my in- 
tention of being there ; thirteen or fourteen peo- 
ple were prefent ; upon bur appearance, I thought 
Mr. Young was much embarraued, but he colledted • 
himfelf and joined with his people in fmging, and 
he read-a prayer. After the whole company were 
feated', Mr. Young, having a table before him, 
began relating to' his audience the great perse- 
cutions he had.fufFered ever fince he had been 
walking in the ways of the- Lord, which he faid 
was about fourteen years, and that all thofe who 
Would walk in the ways of the Lord, muft expedt 

* Young left her in this ftate, and never vifited her more ;- the 
poor woman lived many months after this y and I had much difficulty^ 
<?9 wilore her to peace of mind. 


!•• >• 


\^ 


THOMAS BERE 


( 68 ) • 

tQ lineet with perfecutioas J but the Loid^ h^^ 
iaidj brought good out of evil ^ for had i^ not. 
been for. the perfecutions he had met with at; 
Nailfes^, he (hould not have bo^in there to teach 
th^m now, and they might have . beeji ftill ia 
their ignora^nce 5 then turning and addreffipg one 
of the mei>, he referred to fame book which Mr^ 
Young had lent him, 2^s I underftood, ^nd fpako 
to him of the three Chrif\ian dreffes i one white,^ 
pi;e red> ^-nd qne black j and faid it would be a" 
gloriovis time when they had attained the white 
one, M^* You^g thea began to examiiie the 
people fingly, aiking the^ii how, they found them-, 
felves ? they all replied nearly in the fame words,^ 
1^ That their de^re was to walk in the ways of 
the Lord, that they found great trials," One of 
them complained of having been in great dark-' 
nefsj but thanked the Lord, it was quite com-i 
fortable now, One of the men told R^r, Youngj^ 
on his aiking him how he found himfelf,. that one^ 
jpiorn.inghe forgot to fay his prayers, v^nt\l going 
to his work, at a certain ftile, he rccoileded that' 
ne h?(d not faid his prayers, an^ tl\^te h? J;n^el^ 
^oyjn mi faid th^m.. 

After Mr, Young had ' examined the people. 
he addreifcd his wife in the fame manner as he 
^lad done the r^ft,, and alked her how (he found 
herfelf ? Her rep^y was very fimilar to that of the, 
pthers i (lie faid, (he def^red to walk in the ways^ 
of the Lor^, but foun.d great trials, Xh^ ex-, 
amination being now enc^ed,, ^|r. Young faid,^ 
this, is what y/t 9aU our private fchoo.l, and ^? an y- 

ONE AlENxiaNS, W^AT PASa]p:S^ «fiREi^ I NI^YE^ 

PESIHE TO SE?^ THi&M AGAIN. He fcad. anathcr 
prayer,, ^nd f^ng again with thq TOopl?, and the 
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I obfervcd to Mr, Youngj that I thought theft 
where a very happy fet of people indeecK if they 
^id not deceive themreltes j and I hoped they di4 
^lot. He replied with apparent difpleafurci^ thcro 
was no danger of that, I told him^ I hoped not* 
but that if the like queftions had been put to me, - 
I feared I fhould not have given fuch fetisfaftory 
f rifwers as they all had uonq ^ tQ which Mr, 
Young replied^ perhaps madam, you have uot 
fought the Lord in the lame way they bs^ve i whilft 
I v/as returning him an anfwer to th'\^ his Qbfef^i , 
v^tipD,. he abruptly left the roQW* 

Having called in at the houfe of ono of Mr^ 
Henry Youn^*s. private fcholar^^, Molly Spi^ 
ring's, Jhc told me, that when (he fi.rft began 
to leek the Lord, fhe wa$ very rp^ch troubkd it^ 
her mind* and that flie prayed earneftiy to tho 
Lord ai^d that (he^ ^s. i^ the agony ^ w4 then 
ftie came all over \n a fweat, an4 that thep fliQ 
i:ne\V ibe w?is in the birth, and fhc felt the Holy 
GhQft come i^to her* md ft^c was then fo Jigbt* 
ihe could have flown thrQ^gh the wi(idaw^-«* 
Yhif Molly Spmng, I believe., h^s been ^ CQuftants 
^ttenda»t on Mr, Young t\\\ fe left \hk p^riih 
ftb.om twQ morith^ ago, 

. sis , 

gpBfteffet > The depofitioi^ of Mai^re^ T^ornj^ 

I wife of Thomas Thpcw,^ Qf the p9irt(h 

'Blagdoft, ta^ken on f^^nh bef^W: im^ 

Tiomas Befe^ ^leiflfc^^ o:Re of hH W^^- 

jefty'ii ji^ftices. of the? ^at^« i« mA 

rar^th^ fg.i;4 ^^jxty^ thh §tl\ i^y ¥: 

September i.l^cQx. 
Thwae^ wife ^ Thom^ Thw^e^ 
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path that flie was a conftant attendant oiv the 
public fchools of Henry Young, Sunday fdiDol- 
mafter under Mrs. More, but had not been a mem* 
ter of the private ineeting. 

Mrs. and/ Mr. Young, one dvay lold this depo- 
nent, they fliould be glad to fee her at the private^ 
fchool, and her hufband. ' Sir,iaid this deponent,, 
I was bred in the church and confirmed by the* 
bifliop — Well, faid Young, I fliall be very glad ta 
fee you and your hufband in the private fchooL 
Deponent tlien aiked Young what hisreligloji was,,! 
and wherein he differed from the church ? ' Youne 
replied, "I am a calvinift." — ^Deponent went to 
the firft private meeting that was held by Young, 
three or four days after this their converfation y 
the meeting began, (there being about a dozen 
perfons prefent) with a long extempore prayer by 
Young, in which he prayed for the French, then 
fufFering for righteoufnefs fake. After Young had 
^nded, he alked one Jofeph White, a, tayloc, to 
pray extempore, which White did in n^any wards. 
Young then called upon one ^aul Bulb; a pauper,, 
and he prayed extempore. All prefent, and par- 
ticularly tt^is deponent, -was afked to pray ex- 
tempore. Sir, faid this deponent, I am notufedr 
to extempore prayer, and fhe refufed: Young 
then fitting in the middle of the room began to^ 
gik the ixien of. the meeting, individually, in 
what ftate they found their fouls ? All anfwered> 
they found themfelves very conrfoxtable, and in 
the way to Chriftj upon which. Young laughed,, 
He then examined the women, beginning with 
his wife, afking her, whether (he was comfortable 
in bef mind, ^ and in the way to Chrift .? fhe' re- 
plied, fhe was not fo well as when ihe was laft^ 
^xamineds He then aiked this deponent, hoW 


ilie fburid herfelf ? She replied, '* Sir, I ddn^t 
fee any reafon for confeffing of our fins (mean* 
fng toman) Young laughed contemptuoufly and 
faiditwas ftiynefs. Sir, faid this deponent, we are 
all frail, and wicked beings, and when I pray, I 
ftiould like to pray to God in fecret.— Young 
laughed again fcornfuUy, and faid to one of his 
mofl CQuftant followers— " Well, Mrs. Spiring, I 
** hope you can give a better account of yourfelf 
** to God than that,'' fheanfwercd. Yes, lifting 
up her eyes, and folding her hands, " Yes, I 
I blefs my great Jehovah, I can !" — Young then 
turning to this deponent faid, " Well, Mrs* 
Thorne, you fee how it is to be comfortable in 
the foul: you hear what Molly Spiring fays ;'* 
this deponent replied, I can fay no more but that 
we are all frail and wicked ; and every oito 
knows beft in what ftate their foul is. — Young 
then addreffing himfelf to his people, faid, " there 
is darknefs— ^(he is indarknefs !" — Speaking then 
to this deponent. Young faid, " You (hould do as 
I -have done — I have been wicked myfelf, pray 
as holy David did," then putting his hands 
on his breaft, he exclaimed, come to Chrift, here 
is Chrift in this very rOoiti ready to receive you ; 
** I am not the Chrift but the organ that 
** founds the word." I myfelf, as Jacob did, 
wreftledwith angels eight and forty hours, fcarcely 
breaking my faft, takmg'but juft fomething to 
keep me alive, and then I became converted ; ad- 
dreffing himfelf then to the wbman he faid, you 
fee .what it is to be cpn;ifortable.' Mrs. Thorne 
fays, (he is frail and wicked j queftibning a bUck- 
fmlth's wife, hdw (he found herfelf, (he faid. She 
had takea up her crofs, and was in the way to 
Chrift. — Young addre(Sng this deponent, faid, 
'** There, Mrs. Thorne, you hear What Mrs. 

Babet 
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Babcr fays. He thea individually allced tlie 
women of their cftatc, and all anfwercd pretty 
near in ihs fame comfortable manner ; one m 
them (Molly Spiring) fa id, ** a ftrangc'r alked of 
lier the road to the hill, (Merldip) She{aid,^fhe 
thought he was a ftranger in the land, and ftie 
ought to be kind to him $ (he then prayed to her 
great Jehovali, that fhe might direct him in the 
way^ and (lie' found it was right (o to do.'^ 
Young fiid. Now Mrs. Spiring^ as I faid bi^fore, 
we , ought to be kind to ftrangers ; here's wars 
and fightings j one nation againft another, as 
one neighbour againfl another ; ought not zve to 
be kind to thefe ftrangers^ our enemies^ as they 
edil them I Certainly, fir, faid Mrs^ Spiring, we 
ought, and I found it right fo to do. — Young 
feid. We have ended, and ( think Molly Spiring, 
you have ended with a very good declaration. 
in the courfe of the meeting, this Molly Spiring^ 
and the blackfmith's wife, and Young's wife^' 
made pretty long extempore prayers. 

Young clofed the meeting with a long extem- 
pore prayer, an hymn was then fung, and the 
meeting broke up. 

dne time, this deponent having cpnvcrfatiorf - 
with Young in his houfe, on religious fubjefts. 
Young faid, ** The church fervice in the prayer 
book was very good to fome people \,o be fure, 
but it did not exaftly in his opinion agree with 
the fcripturc ; for it yN^%^fofm of prayer for the 
pjimjers. You- can look and fee, faid Young, 
it is written over in the prayer book^ Forms of 
Prayer. This deponent coming from churchy 
One Sunday, fpoke to the blackfmith's wife, and 
praifed the fermon they had heard. This (wdmait 
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is one of Young's chief difciples. She laughed and 
{aid (he thougnt fo much of Mr. Young, that 
Mr. Berc did her but very little good ! Then, 
faid this deponent, why fhould you go to hear Mr. 
£ere at all ? She faid (he liked to hear Mr. Load^ 
the Curate of Ubley, for he was a dear good man. 
If you want to fave your foul, you mud go to 
Mr. Young or Mr. Load. 

MARGARET THORN. 
Taken before me, the day and 
year above written, 

THOMAS BERE. 

N. B. This deponent is an houfekeeper in the 
parifh of Blagdon, a member of the Church of 
England, conftantly attends her parifh church, and 
the holy communion, 

, N. B. Mr. Load vlfits Mr. Defcqry, and Mr. 
Young, and is, I believe, generally confidered as 
being^of a particular way of thinking. 

THOMAS BERE. 

No. XII. 

MRS. PARSONS TO MRS. BfiRE. 

Mount Beacon, 0£l. ii/i8bo. 

1 AM extremely forry to hear 
of the many dif^^reeable circumftances relative to 
you and the Mrs. More*s, through the conduct of 
H. Young; whofe mind has always appeared to mc 
ilrongly tindured with enthufiafm. 

■ 
I will anfwer your queftions to the beft of my 
xecoUeftion :— I remember pcrfeftly well to have 
called on' Mr. Young on the morning when laftat 
your houfe. I told him, I thought he treated you 
very cooly, and that you felt yourfdf hurt at his 

K behaviour; 
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behaviour ; and that if it proceeded from the letter 
you wrote Mrs. H. More, he was wrong, as it 
was (2/ bet requeji you vijited the fchool; and gave 
her every infornoation. I told him he might fee a 
copy of the letter : He faid, he did not care for the 
letter, or for any man, and that there was nothing 
done in that school ; but what Mrs. More 
knew, and approved of; and that he thought he had 
dope fome good there ; and that he would ftay there 
as long as it pleafed the Lord, or that he could do 
good : and when that failed, he would leave the 
place, and go where he could do good ; for he 

THOUGHT IT HIS DUTY*, TO PREACH THE WORD 

OF God, and that he should like to go a 
MissioNARy ABROAD, as he thought he could do 
more good there ; ^otherwife, he would follow his 
own trade as a flioemaker, as it would be more 
beneficial to his family. Thefe are his own Jwords, . 
as' near as I can recoiled. 

When in converfation with H. Young, I re- 
member to have heard him fay the people of Co- 
lern were a very wicked people, and he weal tp 
preach to them^ but could do no good. . 

I am certain, that^I have frequently heard HF. 
Youngs and like wife the More's fay, that it was 

NOT their, DESIGN TO ESTABLISH A SCHOOL 
MERELY FOR CHILDREN, AND THAT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE MADE A NURSERJ OF, AMD THAT IT 
WAS intended' TO INSTRUCT THE GROWNUP. 

You afk me, if 1 recolledi: Mrs. Martha More 
recommending a fermqn?--! certainly do:--»She 
faid it was a very excellent one, it was not written 
by one pf the Church. of England, but that she 

DID 
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DID NOT REGARD. Thcfc are the words as near 
as I can rccoUefl, or words that effeft. 

Durinig our refidence in the parifh, for thirteen 
years, to every unprejudiced mind, I think there 
can be but one opinion of Mr. Bere — that as a 
clergyman^ a magiftrate, or a private gentleman, 
he ha^ done his duty as far as lay in his power* 

MARY PARSONS. 

The fafts, as ftated in the above letter, 
were this day verified on oath, before 
me, one of his Majefty's Juftices of 
the Peace for the county of Somerfet, 
Nov. 5th, 1800, 

J. SLADE. 


No. XIIL 

Somerfet, 1 The Depofirion of Ann Stephens, taken 

J upon oath before me, Thomas Bere, 

Clerk, one of his Majefty's Juftices of 

the Peace in and for the faid county, 

this Uth day of Sept. 1800. 

WHO, on her .oath depofeth, that being in 
church the Sunday before Eafter laft, when Mr. 
Bere, the miniftcr, was reading the exhortation to 
the blefled facrament, and was fpeaking thefe 
words : " Therefore, if' there be any of you who 
** by this means cannot quiet his own confci^ncc 
" herein, but requireth further comfort or coun- 
" fel, let him come to me, &c." Mrs. Young, 
wife of Henry Young, Mrs. H. More's fchool- 
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mafter in the p^iiflx of Bls^don, touched Betty 
Baker, one of the under*tcacher*s wives, with her 
elbow, and lifted up her eyes with evident marlcs 
of fcorn ^d contempt* 

The X mark of 

ANN STEPHENS, 
Taken upon oath, before me, 
' the day and year firft above 
written, 

THOMAS BERE. 
Signed and marked in the prefence of 

SARAH BERE. 

No. XIV. 

Somerfct, 1 The Depofition of John Box, Efcj. 

J taken upon oath, before Tbo. Bere, 

Clerk, one of his Majefty*s Juftices of 

the Peace in and for the faid county, 

ihis 8th jlay of Sept. i8oo. 

WHO depofeth, that on the Monday i ith day 
of Auguft now laft paft, hexalled at the dwelling- 
houfc of Mr. Coombes, in the parifh of Nailfca, in 
the faid county, and on enquiry of the faicf Mr. 
Coombes, if he knew any thing of one Hen. Young, 
formerly a Sunday fchoolmafter in their parifli, un- 
^er Mrs. H. More, but now in the pariih of Blag- 
fdon, in the county aforefaid : He (faid Mr. Coombes) 
anfwered, he knew the man, but did not like to 
fpeak any thing againfl him ; but on being requeO:^ 
ed to declare what he knew ; Mr. Coombes laid. 
Young, when in their pariih, attended the childrea 
of his fchopl to meet Mrs. H. More, at a feaft givea 
by her on Mendip to her fchools ; that be and a 
neighbouring farmer overtook Young and his ichod 
returning from the feaft, and found Youi^ " x^ry, 
f^ very mtfch in liquor i^ that he remonftrated with 

Young, 
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Yqung, as being unfit to take Care of the children; 
upon which Young challenged him to fight with 
iword and piftol ; this, he declined, and he and 
others, took away iheir children from his fchool, 

N. B. Young came to the parifli veftry, arid 
oflfer^ to go on i>is knecs» if Mr. Coombes would 
forgive him. Mr* Coombes faid, he forgave him, 
but nriver fent his children -f afterwards. Notwith* 
Handing Young was continued Mrs. H. More's 
fchool-mafter at Nailfea, till he was removed to 

Blagdon. 

JOHN BOX, 

Sworn before me at Blagdon, 
the 8th day of Sept. 1801, 

THOMAS BERE. 


N. B. This whole affair is of general notoriety, 
and may be attefted, if required, upon the oaths of 
feveral perfons. Mr. Coombes lives fevcral miles 
from Blagdon ; he is a very refpeftable gentleman 
farmer. 

THOMAS BERE. 

This is tliat toppings Mr. Young, which, Mrs. 
H. More promifed as a blefling to the parith of 
Bidden, and whofe coming away wouW be fuch 
A |ois, ihe laid, to the parifli be (bould leave. 


f it ieems that in this Mr. Box, whofe hearing is not remark^, 
i^h^jr aci^tt, ipifajpiprehended Mr. Coombes, as to his own children. 

No, 
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No. XV. 

The Declaration of Richard Derrick, df the 
pari(h of Blagdon, in the county of Somerfet, 

. Taken upon oath before^ me, Thomas Bere, 
. Clerk, one of his Majefty's Juftices of the 

^ Peace in and for the faid county, this iith 
day of September, 1800. 

WHO, on his oath declareth. That 
fome time paft being in company with John Baker, 
jun. of Blagdon aforefaid, he heard the faid John 
Baker fay, that Mrs. Hannah More informed Jofeph 
White of Blagdon, taylor, on feeing him at Cheddar 
club, ** That there would be great alteration in 
" the parifti of Blagdon within a (hort time*' — • 
whereupon faid deponent (wifhing to know what 
alteration was to be made) was told by faid Joha 
Baker, that it was verily believed and almoft cer- 
tain that the Rev. Mr. Bere would mt be fuferei to 
preach in the parijh of Blagdon much longer. 

John Baker, laborer, and Jofeph White, taylor, 
are teachers in Mrs. More's fchool at Blagdon. 

JIICHARD DERRICK. 
Sworn before me the day and 
year above written, 

THOMAS BERE. 

Upon this body of evidence the Gentlemen after 
a very long and patient invettigation; unanimously 
DECIDED, as theBi(hop and Chancellor had upon 
the fame evidence (Mrs. Parfons and Mrs, Bcre 
excepted) before decided. 

Mrs. More diflblvcd her fchool ; and all things, 
i? was fuppofed, were faft fubfiding into their for- 
mer tranquil flate. < 

But 
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But what ray adverfaries could not fairly and 
epenly obtain ; was fomehow or other, by-ftrangc 
means and crooked ways, foon after accochplifhed ; 
as will appear in the fequel. They had marked, 
they hail denounced, and therefore they could not 
ceafe until they had cmlhed the Curate of Blagdon. 


LETTER XXVIII. 

F. E. WH ALLEY, ESQ^ TO THE REV. MR. BERE. 
DEAR SIR, Winfcombc, 13th Nov. 1800. 

I SHALL with great pleafure " 
give you the opinion or judgment of the gentlemen 
ycfterday at Blagdpn ; and I muft obferve to you 
that it was unanimous, which, I believe, I forgot 
to mention to you yefterday. 

If not the very words, the fubftance was, " That 
'* you had done away every imputation on your 
*• charafter j that the fchoolmafter had behaved 
^« extremely improper; that at all events the private 
** fchool ought to be aboliflbed s and that he ought 
f« not to be continued at all as a fchoolmafter at 
*' Blagdon without your approbation." 

As chairman, I did not give my opmion formally, 
it not being ulual unlefs a cafting vote is wanted j 
but I fufficiently exprefled myfelf to feveral gen- 
tlemen prefent, as being of the fame opinion ; had 
I formally given in my vote, I (hould have added, 
-—that I thought Mr, Bere very injurioufly treated* 

1 am, dear Sir, 
WitbMrs. Whalley's beft refpefls to Mrs. Bere, 
Your very obedient friend and fervant, 

FRS. EDWARDS VVH ALLEY, 

Rcv» T. Bere. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

SIR A» ELTON TO THE REV. MR. BERS. , 
DEAR SIRj Clevedon, Thurfday- 

I WAS fo much exhauftcd ta* 
tvards the dofe of yefterday's meeting at Blagdon, 
that feme things which ought to have been attended 
to, were fufFered to pafs without notice ; you muft 
therefore excufe me, if I now trouble you with a 
few remarks upon them. 

In the firft place I (hall take the Hberty to ob- 
ferve, with all due refped to the gentlemen you was 
pleafed to convene on the occafion, that they went 
beyond • their power, in proceeding with fo much 
ceremony to fomething like a final fentence upon 
Young, Whatever may have been their opinion^ 
Mrs. Hannah More cannot poffibly acknowledge 
' their jurifdiBion ; and 1 mean by this td apprifeyou 
in forniy that .(hould her fchool in the parifli be 
immediately put an lend to (and I (hall beyond all 
doubt advife the meafiire), it will not be in confe^ 
quence ,oi any thing that occurred yefterday. 

You mufl* alfo give me leave to remark, that I 
hold the credibility of the feveral depo(itions to have 
been fairly impeached by pofitive contradidions on 
the oppofite fide, although the gentlemen who af- 
fumed the office of judges thought proper to pay 
lb little attention to them. As to Mrs. Parfon's 
affidavit, I held it to have been produced unfairly ; 
and although it was deemed fo conclufive, 1 (haJJ; 
without icruple, go the length of maintaining, that 

* Were not thofe gentlemen to decide on the competency an<l 
credibility of the witneffes } 

in 
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in point of eqcjity, no fuch paper ought to have 
been received ; becaufe no time had been, allowed 
for the pcrfons implicated to put in their anfwers 
to it. I Diali only add, that Mrs. Martha More has 
authorifed me to declare, that Mrs. Parfons, in the 
mention of her name, was guilty of the mofl abo- 
minable falfchood.* 

Refpefting yourfelf, Sir, I ihall keep my word in 
ftating to all with whom I fhallhave occafion tofpeak 
pf the bufinefs, that nothing appeared yefterday ia 
the Ihape of proof againft your conduct as a nian^ 
in procuring the depofitions, although I muft ever 
jetain the -f opinion, that you a(5led wrong as a ma* 
giftrate in taking them yourfelf. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, ' 
Your humble fervant. 
Rev. T, Bere. A: ELTON. 


LETTER XXX. 

MR. BERE, IN ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. 

i 

DEAR SIR, BlagdonHoufe, N0V.17, 1801. 

I TAKE this earlieft opportunity 
of acknowledging your favor of Thurfday laft ; I 
.fay earlieft, for between Saturday and Tuefday, I 
have no communication with Briftol. 

• Mrs. Martha More faftens down this unlady-like exprefllon, 
in a letter which flie foon after wrote to Mrs. Parfons. I Oiould 
have hoped that Sir Abraham might have miftaken her j had not I 
heard fome curipus expreffions which ihe ufed,- relative to Mrs. 
Martha Lintorn j and laft furamer, one Sabbath, on the turnpike 
road, concerning a poorparfon. However, nothing that Mrs. M. 
More has, or can utter, will in the remotcft degree afFeft inch an 
eftablUlied character as Mrs. Parfon's. -. 

t Sir Abraham Teems here not to have fufficiently difcreminated 
between the ftatuabJe official fnnaions, and the private extra ccm^ 
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I have nothing to iav on the bufinefs of Wed* 
d^. But on Mrs. rarfon's affidavit, I have to 
amire you, that I have neither feen, nor had any 
correfpondence with that lady; 'till the 4th mftsuit, 
nearly twelve months. For the manner of obtaining 
it, I refer you to Dr. Croflman and Mr. Slade«^ 

And now. Sir Abraham, permit me mqft fokmnly 
to aflert,. that irf all the late unhappy controverfy, I 
have, fo may Almighty God be merc^ul to nrie; 
ilridly adhered to plain honefty and (iniple truth : 
and that I neither had, nor now have, the fainteft 
(hadow bf malevolence againll any one breathing. 
Give me leave to add, 

I remain, dear Sir, with all poflible refped. 

Your moft humble fefvant. 
Sir A. £lton. THOMAS BERE. 


LETTER XXXI. * 

* " , 

DR. GROSSMAN TO MR. B£R£. 

Bath Abbey Green, 
MT S^EAR StR^ Saturday Morning, Nov. 15, i%oo. 

YOUR letter of the *i3th, which 
I received by the laft night's poft, g^ve me much 
pleafure, and I iincerety congratulate you on^ the 
iiTue of the long depending controverfy, which wiu 
determined on Wcdncfday in your favor, by gen- 
tlemen OF so HIGH CHARACTER in the neigh- 
bourhood. ^ 

It was to me no unexpefted intelligence, when I 
learned the deciiion of tbofe gentlemen ; becauie, 

* Of this letter of the i jth^ I kept no copy> fuppoftng the com- 
troverfy defunfl. ^ 
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/&r infpart^ I ntver inter tamed any iouhts reJ^eSllng 
the ereSt and good fait A of the feveral deponents 
whom the Baronet was fo extremely folicitous to 
q^dtion and examine. Believe me, kothing 

WOUtD ifAVE INDUCED MB TO PROMPT YOU* 

to j(Hn iflue with the adverfe parties at Blagdon, bui 
the fulleft ajfurance that you would derive no inconji' 
derabie degree of honor from the part you had per- 
formed *y and I am happy to find the event has 
juftified the opinion I had formed. 

Yefieiday morning Mr. Drewit called upon me, 
and after jfbme converfation on indiiTerent fubjeds, 
^aduaUjr introduced the buiineis of Wednefday the 
i2tb. Altho* a partizan ot the friends of Young« 
he manifefted great moderation, and extreme diffi« 
dence, in every fentiment he advanced on the fub- 
jeft of that meeting. 

He told me hq came to inform me, that Mrs. 
More had refolved todiflblve the Blagdon fchool on 
Sunday next, and that be was gobg toBeacon*hiU, 
to :|- INTERROGATE Mrs. Parlous, concemii^fome 
part of her depofition. L replied, that it concerned 
me to hear that Mrs. More fhould precipitately 
refblve to annihilate an inftitution Which uie con* 
ceived to be fo beneficial to the snterefts of the 
peoj^e, merely becaufe the prefent teacher was 
deemed unfit to fuperintend the inftruftion of tbi 
children X committed to his charge. 

* lUrt h a|>pcurf that I afted not only witk the approVaUon, but 
under the pfompture of Dr. Croflman. 

\ Tikis is one of tbofe modeft> diffident alTurances; w)iich wonid 
abafli aid confound, Common plain impadence.— Interrogatb?! 
Aod that too» after Mrs. Martha Mor e's vulgarj abominable abuft. 
Fide Lettor XXVI. 

} The Doctor, in common with all' others who are uninformed of the 
piifateiiMeting»^thei^h,t thatCHiLDRiM only were to be taught} 
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' .... 

I called this morning upon the Bifliop and Dr. 
Mofs, and there I had the pleafure of meeting Mr. 
Barter, of Timlbury, who previoufly to my arrival, 
had informed them of the whole proceedings at. 
Blagdon. I fat with them thrbe hours, and 
the Blagdon fchool; together with the various in-. 
cidents that have arifen out of it; conftituted the 
chief fubjeSl of our cotiverfation, upon which 

THERE SEEMED TO BE BUT ONE OPINION. 

As I have fcen Dr. Mofs, there will be no occa- 
fion for you to write to him on the bufineft of 
Wednefday. , ^ - 

Yours, dear Sir, fincerely arid truly^ 

G. GROSSMAN. 


LETTER XXXIL 

DR. CROSSMAN TO MR. BERE; 
MY DEAR SIR, Bath Abbey Qreen, Nov. 17, 1800, 

I PERFECTLY coincide with 
the proppfal fuggeft<?d in your laft letter, that had 
I not received it, it was my intention, in confc- 
quence of the refolution of Mrs. ,H. More has 
. formed of diffolving her Ichool, to write to you and 
requeft you to fet about t:he eftabliftiment' of a 
iiiuilar inftitution under your own peculiar direc- 
tion ; this refolutiop, on my part, 1 have commu- 
nicated to Mrs. H. More, through the medium of 

but it feems, from Mrs. Parfpn'§ affidavit, <« That it was hot their 
" defign- tQ eftabHfli a fchool merely for children ; it fhould not be 
«< madq a nurfery of — // was intended to in/lru^ the grotxjn up J** 
|n other words, to leflen the labour of the Curate, by taking the 
fpiritual guidance of his flock out of his charge, and delivering it 
into the hands of Henry Young, Mrs. More's teacher. *' One who 
« thinks it his duty to preach the word 6f God, wha ha« preached 
f* unoidained, and who would like to go a miffionary/^ 

Mri 
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Mr. Drewit, as the confequence and refult oF the 
converfation I had with that gentleman on Friday 
laft. 

We lcx>k forward with pleafure to the period of 
our meeting at this place. 

Meantime I am, dear Sir, 

Ever finoprely and truly your friend, 

Aad humble fervant. 

Rev. T.Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

For the eftablifliment of which the Curate of- 
fered, to the Redor, a fubfcription of five guineas, 
annually out of his ftipend. The affluent Reftor 
did not offer to be fure one farthing for this purpole; 
but he had the goodnefs to obferve; in a very feri^ 
ous manner^ that the fum the Curate tendered was 
very little. 

The latter end of November, Mr, and Mrs* 
Bere came to Bath, gnd were moft cordially received 
by Dr. Croflman, who appeared to be highly gratified 
with the clofe of the Jong contefted controverfy * 

From all I heard, (while they were ?it Bath) both 
the Bifliop and Dr. Mofs were perfeSly fatisfied 
with mycondudt. But, immediately o» their arri^ 
val in London^ a ftrange, and unexpedcd alteration, 
took'place^ the causb of which, I may con^ 
jedure; but dare not prefume, to account for. — 
The effed, however, of this revolution, 1 han)e very 
feverely felt. It feemed meant to crufli, the credit 
pf my charafter s it has, only crippled my finances. 

% 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

DR. GROSSMAN TO MR. BSR£. 
MY DfeAH SIR, Abbey Green, Thurf«by no«i. 

HAVING received a letter tbi$ 
morning from Dr. Mofs, I wifh to fee you fome 
time this evening or to-morrow, as the fuojeft of it 
relates to fome circumftances that took place at 
Blagdon on the evening of the lith of November, 
after the meeting. You will of courfe deem it right 
to take a chair, and come down as foon as you can 
with convenience. ' 

Your*s fincerely, &c. 

Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

Mr. Bere was taken ill in the gout, and was un- 
able to call on Dr. Croffinan, he therefore requefted 
a gentleman ^ould do him the favor of reprefenting 

him. 


No. XXXIV. 

q^ESTlOKS SENT FROM DR. CROSSMAV BY MR. 
f ARSONS, TO MR. STERE^ At BEACON HILL. 

Dr. MOSS has defired Dr. Croffman to 
fignify to Mr. Bere, his unqualified difapprobation 
of his connivance at the belUringing, &c. which, 
as a magiilrate, it was his duty immediately tphavc 
flopped, by his influence and authority. 

That he likewife difapproves of his exclamation, 
bot^ within and without doors, that the church 

has 
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has carried it. — Dr. Mofs has likewiie been • in- 
formed that Mr. Bere gave a guinea to the ringers j 
and that Mr. Bere (houid &y, that the meeting wa$ 
xtnder Dr. Mols's fandtion and.direAion rf* 

Who told Dr. Mofs of Mr. Here's connivmce?-^ 
Perhaps, this came from the fame authority which 
aflerted ; that the parfbnage was illuminated on the 
night of the x2th of November, and that there was 
exhibited a large tranfparcncy, infcribed with the 
words, CHURCH TRIUMPHANT. It would not have 
been unbecoming the dignity of his rank in the 
church ; if Dr. Mofs, had graciouily condeiRrended 
to have made fome enquiry of the Curate ; before 
he prefqmed to ufe the unqualified expreflkm *^ con- 
nivance*' to a brother clergyman. 


LETTER XXXV. 

MR. BERE TO DR.. CRO^MAK. 
DEAR SIR, At Mount Beacon> Btth; Dec« 15, 180a. 

I SHOULD have given your's an 
immediate anfwer, if I had been able to write ; but 
on Friday, I did not leave my bed j and ori Saturday 
afternoon,! came down, very infirm indeed; and con- 
tinued a few hours, but in great pain,^ and totally 
unfit to attend any bufinefs : I am even now, more 
fit to be in my bed-chamber, than to write on this 
lubjeft. Nothing, my dear Sir, could give mc 
more uneafinefs, than the apprehen(ion of Dr. Mofs^s 

^ I am forry I>r. Mofs^s informers, (houid impofe fach groft 
falflioods upon hira :. if Jie mtiA have informsrs, he had better en- 
gage a m^re rcfpcAable fet \ thefe &em to have wome their credit 
ttoc only thread-bare^ but to tatters alfo, 

t Va« Dr. Croifiiisii*t Lttter. 

difapprobathn^ 
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difapprobatien. I have earneftly endeavoured to 
deferve hi8» and the good opinion ot all men ; if 
I have in any inftance failed, 'tis my misfortune and 
not my fault : it was ever the labour of my life 
to keep a confcience void of offence. 

From the formidable fhape in which the bell- 
ringing accufation appears, and thc^ mention of its 
being my duty as a magiftrate to fiop them-, it feems 
as if Dr. Mofs had been hiformed, that there was 
riot and rout. Upon this occafion. Sir, I may be 
permitted to fay, that more than once, in very pe- 
rilous circumftances, I have ventured my life in my 
magifterial capacity^ for the public good ; and if 
there had been any thing more than ruftic mirth, 
and an unfortunate attachment of the parifhioners 
to their Curate, who had dwelt among them for 
more than feventeen years; I Jhould not have been 
wanting^ if my duty as a magiftrate had required ny 
prefence. 

It is mod true, that after having been Handing 
near fix hours, in a very infirm flate^ and all that 
time, feeing the violent efforts made' by that party to 
render me odious and infamous, when the decifion 
took place, ^nd I felt myfelf reftored, I did ejacu- 
late, not exclaim^ for I fpoke in my ufual tone of 
voice— I did ejaculate, with a heart overflowing 
with ferious gratitude to my great and gracious de- 
liver, " Thank God, the church has fucceeded." 

The expreffion does not, on retrofpeft, appear 
to be, that I Ihould have ufed, had I felefted my 
phrafe : thefe were not cooly, feleded, choice words; 
but the ebullition of a grateful heart, in the inftant 
of fervor. I had no intention of applying them to 
the then exiting circumflances, and it is a cruel 

pervcrfioa 
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( 

perverHon of my fentiment, to fuppofe it a catch 
word* 

I knew nothing of the intention of the people to 
jangle the three bells till I heard them ^ I was then 
in a carriage going home, having Mr. Savery and 
Major Corbet with me : I believe * I expreffed 
my difapprobation of it to thofe gentlemen — I fay 
I believe, for after fo much anxiety and ftretch 
of mind, I am not certain of this, or indeed many 
other occurtences that immediately took place. — 
On my arrival at the parfonage, I found Mrs. Bere 
had fent to flop the bell-ringing : the people refuf- 
ed ; and they did ring fome little time ; or rather, 
they chimed : there mull have been three perfons 
concerned, for there were three bells. 

There dined with me that evening, Mr. Barter, 
Mr. Savery, Major Corbet, Mr. Baker, Mr. Inman, 
and Mr. Warren ; they heard this jangling ; but 
it did not appear that either of thefe Gentlemen 
thcught it either tumultuous or dangerous. 

What has been called an illumination, I neither 
knew or heard of till the following afternoon, when 
a neighbour called and gave us an account of it^ 
He certainly told us there were three cottages that 
had candles lighted : the turnpike cot, inhabited 
by a poor old cripple, being one. I have been in- 
formed that Sir A. Elton made fome enquiries 
concerning this, the Sunday following ; and am 
therefore furprized to find this tnofi ludicrous affair 
take a ferious cafl. 


* Upon enquiry, I am informed I did then exprefs my difappro- 
tmtion. 

M Mr. 


I 

1 


i 
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Mtl. BERT DID NOT GIVE A GUINEA TO THE 
THREE RINGERS, TO RING. But thlS WaS dotie* 

Thofe people faid they wondered if Mr. Bere would 
give them any thing for ringhig ? To this one of 
the neighbours replied he could not fay — ^hc did not 
know— but they might have five (hilling's-worth of 
punch, and if Mr. Bere would not pay for it, he 
would. The next day, in the evening, this perfon 
called at the parfonage, and told Mrs. Bere this ; 
the parifli being then perfeftly ftill, Mrs. Bere gave 
this perfon half a guinea without Mr. Berets know^ 
Itdgfy which was, 1 dare fay, given them. Surely 
tliere can be no violent impropriety in this, at moft 
k was an ill-applied piece of money. No bell was 
ftruck in confequence of it, nor was it meant to 
encourage noifc, riot, or infult ; but the lowed 
p'bffible compliment to people who had in their 
manner (abfurd enougli to be fure) borne teftimony 
of affeAion* to their Miniftcr. Befides, they had 
been much provoked ; it had been rumoured about 
the paridi *' that he would not dare fliow his face, 
that he would be ruined, &c. &c. &c/' — And all 
things confidered; I think the complainants are not 
juftified in magnifying irijles as they have. I tojjd 
the Gentlemen, 1 was permitted to re fwear the 
witnefles : I waited only for Dr. Mofs's and your 
permiffion, and the rcafon why I did not chufe to 
bring forward my witnefles upon the firft detnand 
of Sir A. Elton, was that I had it not ; when I 
had, I did not hefitate.* If Dr. Mofs will put any 
queftlons to me, I will anfwer them openly and 
tairly, but I will not be harrafled to death by. the 
idle fuggeftions of my opponents. 

I remain, dear Sir, &c. 
Dr., Croffman. THOMAS BERE. 

t Vide Dr. Croflman'8 Letter. 

LETTER. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

iJR. GROSSMAN TO THE REV. MR. BERI. 
DEAR BlMf Bath. Jan. 9, tUt. 

SINCE you left Bath I have had 
an interview with JMrs. Hannah More, and I re- 
ceived, oii Thorfday iaft, a long letter from Dr. 
Mofs, who is by no means fatisfied with your con- 
duft.* I have alfo been favoured with a vifit from 
Sir A. Elton, who has received from the Rev. Mr. 
Boak,-)- a letter which, in my opinion, difcredits 
the whole teftimony of Margaret Thorn, the prin- 
cipal evidence againft Young. The fall ot this 
witnc6 raifcs in my efteem the charadler and oonduft 
of the mafter, and leads me to fufpeft that you 
may have been deceived by other deponents, as it 
is evident you have been by the % infamous Marga^ 
ret Thorn. 

I have alfo been § informed, that for more than 
a twelvemonth previous to the period when I was 
firfl; made acquainted with the charge of enthufiafm 
againft Young, the pradice of extempore prayer 
had been discontinued, and that the teacher had 
conduced himfelf with propriety and moderation. J 

• Why were not ray offences fpecified ? I cannot confider thefe 
nnmanJyy gen^.i\ inSnuations in a refpef^ablf Hght — (here^s no 
graQ>iDg fuch fliadows.. • 

t Mr. Boak's letter is faid to be a foul mifrcprerentation, and 
will be difcafled in a court of law : I (hall therefore now make i»o 
obferyation on it, only that this gentleman is a particular friend of 
Mrs. H. Morc's. 

X What an Englijb Jury may think of thefe tAfords, when af plied 
$9 a married woman (f fair fame^ is not Jor me to fndetermme, 

% Dr. Croirn]an!s informers, if not the fame, (eem fimilar to 
thofe of Dr. Mofs's $ and are^oth equally reif»€^able for veracitv. 

H Dr. Cro^Tman was in error^ like many others, on this fubje&. 
He however is inexcufable % he ought, as R«6lor, perfonally to have 
kaomxk whether thef» tKingi were fo or not. 

^ —Under 


/ 
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— Under tliefe impreflSons I cherifli the hope that 
Mrs. H. More will be prevailed upon to re-eftabli(h 
her fchool.* In ai few days I expedt another letter 
from Dr. Mofs, which I fear will contain other 
information, 

1 prefume, 'ere this, you have received the pom- 
pofition for the tythes -f of the preceding year, and 
therefore I requeft you will have the goodnefs to 
remit them, by my fervant, Michael, who is the 
bearer of this letter. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful and humble fervant, 
Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN, 


mtm^ 


LETTER XXXVII. 

DR. GROSSMAN TO THE REV. MR. BERE. 
DEAR SIR, Bathy Jan. iith, i8oi. ^ 

ABOUT three weeks ago Mr. 
Pefcury called at our lodgings, but being unwell, 
I was deprived of the plealure of feeing him.— - 
Since that period he has written to me as Reftpr of 
his parifli, in order to remove from my mind pre- 
judices which your report of his heretical opinions 
was calculated to produce. In my anfwer to Mr, 
Pefcury, my chief objed: Was to efFeft a reconci- 
liation between you, artd I (hall feel peculiarly liappy 
if I fliall be able to fucceed in my endeavour. — 

* By this RB- ESTABLISHMENT the Do^lor faved hiis fubfcription, 
.o\>tained foipe little fLcmporary credit v%ith the party; and perhaps 
forefaw, in its cenfequence, an apolegy for the removal of the 
Curates whofe profits, undjer his taking, were fufpe^ed to be fome- 
vhat more than thp Pr. was inclined to aHow. 

t I had partly received the coinpofition /our days before. the Dp* 
if Kt bis fefvant for it. 

The 
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The Rev. atid venerable Dr. Maciaine, who has 
inown Mr. Defcury from his infancy, aiTured me 
that he was nurfed and educated in the principles of 
pure Chriftianity, and has ever praflifed them with 
the moft exaft punduality. 

There are in this city many other charafters'crf 
high repute, who fpeak of Mr. Defcury in the moft 
refpeftable manner. Much, therefore, itisto.be 
lamented that you (hould have committed yoiirfelf 
by publilhing thofc evil reports, and again by con- 
tradiding, in unqualified terms, your own formet 
aflertions.* To me you accounted for that un- 
qualified denial, by faying, that the blafphemous 
expreffions were not advanced by Mr. Defcury as 
pofitive opinions, but propofed to you in the fliapc 
ot queries. Better would it have been if you had 
flated it lo to him ; for now with concern I inform 
you^ that the letter wherein you deny your former 
aflertiqns is become a fubjed of general converik- 
tion, and of general reprobation. The Chancellor 
and Bifhop are in poflefHon of that letter which 
they conden^n in the ftrongefl manner*. Notwith* 
{landing all that has happened, Mr. Defcury has 
evinced evident demonftrations of a liberal and a 
Chriftian fpirit ; for in his letter he fays, ** If Mr. 
Bere will declare himfeJf forry for what has pafled, 
and write to me in clear and undifguifed t^rms, a 
letter of recantation, and alfo write to the fame 
purpofe where he propogated his former aflTertions, 
taking -what ground for excufe he may think pro- 
per, 1 pledge my honor to reft fatisfied and to con* 
£der it as if nothing had pailed.'' 

This, it appears to me, is a fair propofal, and in 
my opinion it is incumbent upon you to accede to 


I ^ Widt the X^ctteri on this fubjea. 


It 
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it wUhout further delay. When I hear again from 
Dr. Mqfs, I will write to you and inclofe a copy 
of Mr. Boak*s letter, refpeftlng the infamous cha* 
rafter of Margaret. Thorn, Which if ever made 
public will refleft confiderable cenfure on you for 
having taken the affidavit of fo depraved a woman. 
Had not Michael gone" from hence yefterday morn- 
ing before I received Mr. Defcury's letter, I would 
have written to you on this fubjeft by him. Mrs. 
Croffman unites in compliments to Mrs, Bere» with 
your fincere humble fervant, 
JRev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

Thus has Dr. Croffman dared to infult a man 
to whom he fubfcribes, " his faithful humble fer- 
vant, his fincere humble fervant, &c. &c.'' but 
this, and his recommending a private refignation, 
proceeded from bad judgment, or a more inexcuf- 
able caufe : it looks like a friendly invitation to 
commit Cuicide on my clurader. . 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

DR. CKOSSMAN TO TH£ AEV. MK. BERE. . 
DEAR SIR, Bath, Jan. i6, iSoi. 

ENCLOSED I fend you a copy of 
the Rev. Mr. Boak's letter to Sir A. Elton, dating 
the intamy of the charafter of Margaret Thorn ; 
which letter, together with the ngte to Mr/Defcur}% 
wherein, you have denied * your former affertions, 
refpeding that Gentleman's religious opinions, is 
in the hands of the Bifhop and ot his fon, the 
Chancellor. To them it has been alfo reported, 

• This I pronounce a fcandalous |alfchood, I denied no former 
afleitioni. Vide the Letters. 

that 
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that for fcveral years paft, you have omitted, on 
the appointed days, the Anthanafian Creed, which 
circumflance coupled with other information re- 
ceived fi-om different quarters, has tended to impreft 
their minds with no favourable fentiments refpedt- 
ing the orthodoxy of your faith.* In another 
letter which I hive received from Dr. Mofs, withim 
thefc few days, he continues to fpeak with much 
difapprobation of every part of your late conduft,-f- 
and I may with confidence affirm, that his Lx)rcl- 
fliip is about to iffue his direftions to me to remove. 
* you froni the curacy of Blagdon. 

Painful as the whole of the late proceedings have 
been to me, who dm fo deeply concerned in what- 
ever relates to the fpiritual welfare of my parijh ; J 
no lefs painful is it on the prefent occafion, to be- 
come the haAinger to you of fo unwelcome infor- 
mation.-— The long acquaintance, and the good 
underftanding which for a length of years has lub- 
fifted between us, prompt me to forewarn you of * 
what will fpeedily come to pafs, in order to aiFord 
you an opportunity of voluntarily relinquifliing the 
curacy, and thereby of avoiding irklbmc confe- 
qucnces of an epifcopal mandate. 
I am, dear Sir, 

With compliments to Mrs. Bere, 

ITour faithful and humble fervartt. 
Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

* Why then 4oet not the B«(hop enquke into my faith } Why 
does he keep back my accufers and accufattons } . ' 
t Dr. Mofs is not juftified in fpeaking with much dirapprobation . 

of EVERY PART OF MY LATE CONDUCT. I tell him thuf 

publicly, that there is not a more vnxceptienaUe clerical charafler 
in the dioceie, than that he exprelTes hisdSfapprobatioaof *, and litfy 
him or any man, to prove the contrary. 

X Tho' tkiis deeply concerned for the foiritual welfare of his parifh, 
the Do6lor had fuch reafon to be fatisned with the diligence and 
orthodoxy of his Curate^ that that he has preached but tivUe, 'at 
£i9gdon» thefe seventeen yeara and upwards. 
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LETTER .XXXIX. 

REV. MR. B£RE TO PR. GROSSMAN* 

I 
DEAR SIR, Biagdon-houfe> Jan. i9» iSpi. 

I HAD written in anfwer to yours 
of the ninth, — but before it was fcnt off, I received 
your laft, dated the eleventh inftant ; to favc 
double poftage, I reply to both in this. I am very 
much concerned at the difpleafure Dr. Mofs ex- 
preffes ; it has been the wilh of my heart to avoid 
offence in this unhappy difpute, and my duty, in- 
tereft, and inclination, excited my moft ftienuous 
exertions, by all honejl means to give him, and you 
and my dioeefan, the ampleft fatisfadion in all 
things. 

Wherein or how much I have had the misfortune 
to offend, I know not, I am therefore ignorant 
what apology to offer in my defence or mitigation. 
—If by any unhappy inadvertency, or in this vaft 
mafs ot heterrogeneous matter, any unwilful mif- 
take, may have drawn .down On me difpleafure : I 
hope it will yet be remembered, tl;»at I am a perfon, 
little converfant in, and, indeed as now feems to 
me, of no experience in the great world j having 
fpent the beft part of my life in the duties of my 
profeffion, in a retired country parifti ; nor (hould 
it be forgotten, that the mental powers of my ad^ 
verfaries are of the firft magnitude ; their influences 
very extenfive, and operative ; and the application 
of thefe, unceafing. , 

I offer thefe obfervations, my dear Sir, to extenu- 
ate venal errors in a£l or judgment. ' Not to deprecate 
the remijjim of depravity. Lef me requeft you^ 

dear 
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dear Sir, to acquaint Dr. Mof§, that firm in- 
confcious integrity ; I folicit the minuteft, the ac* 
cuteft invefligation of my life and doftrine ; and, 
as I once before obferved, if he will do. ma the 
honor, of putting any queftions to me'; I here on 
the faith a Chriftian man, and at the peril (if I 
be found wilfully evafive,) of all ppffible infamy ; 
pledge myfclf to anfwer him in fimplicity and fin- 
cerity. 

All that I remember of Margaret Thorn is, that 
about the age of fifteen, (he was delivered of an 
Illegitimate child; after which Ihe went to the Rev* 
Mr. Boaks, as a wet nurfe. I perfedly recoUcft, 
that the Gentleman who were prefent at Seflion ; 
when I took her examination; were fenfibly affeded 
at thq recital of .her diftrefling talc. This child I 
fuppofe is nine or ten years old, and lives with her 
and, her hufband. For thefe laftfive or fix years, 
flie has Jived in this and the adjoining parilh of 
BurrinRton/ Mr. Wylde, at the meetmg of the 
1 2th o! November laft, voluntarily offered to atteft 
her charafter for the time (he lived in his parifh : I 
can to the beft of my knowledge and belief, while 
refident here, give her a good charadler ; (he and 
her hu(band were regular attendants at church, 
and latterly at the Lord's table. One of tTie wit- 
nefles Sir A. Elton called (Baber the blackfmith's 
wife) was Margaret Thorn's long and intimate ac- 
quaintance, I believe from childhood. Margaret 
Thorn now keeps a girl's fchool in the parilh of 
Winfcombe, ' wherein (he was|;)orn; and in which 
Mr. F. E. Whalley refides, and has refided at lea(t 
twenty-five years — She is alfo employed in needle- 
work by refpedtable families. I came by her evi- 
dence thus ; Laft Spring 1 went to vifit Thomas 

N Thorn, 


■^•^^^i"^ 
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Thorn, Margaret's hufband, who then was very 
dangeroufly ill in a putrid fever; my vifits were often 
repeated. When he was growing better^ Margaret 
voluntarily related to nie the fubftance of the affi- 
davit, it was t09 remarkable to be forgotten 5 -and 
when you demanded that the fads ftated in iny 
narrative (hould be fubftantiated upon oath, I alked 
her, if fhe would fwear to what fhe had related 5 
(he leadily faid fhe would : and did. , She read it 
over twice before (he figned it; and from that time 
to the day of the meeting, never faw her affidavit 
or a copy of it ; neither was any part of it, read to 
her. , 

Permit me now, dear Sir, to make fqme obvious 
remarks, on the exceptions taken to vitiate the tefti- 
mony of Margaret Thorn. 

By the favor of Dr. Mofs, Sir A. EJlton^ " the 
advocate*', as he called hirafelf, of -Mrs. More, and 
the protedor of Henry Young„ " was in polTeffion 
of all my evidence a long time before the meeting 
at Blagdon/' he tells^ me ** the Chancellor himfaf 
laving kept the affidavits in his pojjejfion for the aU 
Udged fur pofc of delivering them uf for the inffeBion, 
of Mrs. Adore/' Mrs. More's advocate had leifure 
to examine, and weigh, and explore, the weak parts„ 
(if any may be called weak, where all are (Irong) 
of ttie teftimony to be adduced ^ainfl him,: aa 
advantage not permitted me. I was kept in the 
dark. I know not to this hour, what ac- 
cufations have been brought againft me ; either to 
you, or the Chancellor. I kiuw not till the infiant 
they appeared either the names of their witneffes, or 
the purport of their teftimony. Margaret Tbora 
j$ now called the principal evidence. Mrs. Martha 

More 
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More then faid) Mn. ParTons's affidavit determine^ 
(he cauic. 

But if Thorn's evidence be io effentklly heceSTary 
to eftablifli my caufe, how came Sir A. Elton to 
be (o iaattentive to operative teftimony ? Did he 
yvftnt ability to difcriaitnate ?-~N6. Did he want 
inclination to inveftigate? — No. Did he indul- 
gently as a brother clergyman, fpane me ? — ^I think 
no Gentleman who was preient at the meetii^g^ 
will fay, that I am obliged to him for any indulgence* 
The Rev. Mr. Boak now two months after an 
unanimous dedjion in my favor, at a public invefti- 
gation, before the moft highly lefpedable Gentle- 
men in this country ; and to fome of whom, this 
Margaret Thorn was perfonally known. The Rev. 
Mr. Boak, now comes privately^ not openly ; with a 
letter to infamize this woman. Mr« Boak, Sir, is 
the particular hriend and agent in fome of her affairs 
for Mrs. More. Me is frequently with her, and 
as it is here underftood, that Lady procured for him 
the living of Brockley. Where was this Gentle- 
man at the day of trial ? Did he not know of it ? 
Who did not ? 7hen^ was the time ; that^ was the 
place for Sir A. Elton to have taken the Rev. Mr. 
Boak in his hand, and, by confronting him with 
this infamous woman, daOied her audacity to fi- 
knce, I know not, my dear Sir ; what Mr. Boak*s 
criminations are j but fuppofe all he has advanced, 
fiddly true ; and fubftantiajly proved againft this 
woman ,• does it neceffarily follow, that the whole 
body of evidence produced in the caufe will infalli- 
bly be contaminated by the depravity of Margaret 
Thorn ? Will no credit therefore be given to Mrs. 
Parfons ? Will Sarah Dirricks be alfo deemed infa- 
mous ? Will Mrs. Bere, and mylelf, and all the 

• N z Qthcrs, 
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ethers, be - pronounced incredible? This is to6 
flrong and general an inference ; to be fuppofcd, or 
fupported. But however this may be, permit me 
on my facred honor to declare to you, that nothing 
infamous can attach itfelf to my charaSler in this or 
any other fnjiance ; in the prefent eontroverjy my con^ 
duSl will endure the keenefi Jcrutiny^ and I twite it. 

You informed me, my dear Sir^ that Mr. Defcurjr 
called on you about three weeks ago ; I remember 
in the week of the annual agricultural meeting, 
you told me he had called on you ; but you did 
not fee him : This Gentlemen had then all the in- 
formation he has noWy relative to my declaration. 
If he were arixioufly (olicitous, to erace from your' 
mind, the imprefllon my words had made ; why did 
he not call again,? Why did he not then write to 
you ? He was, I underftand, fome time in Bath ; 
and fo was I aljo. Why did he not inform yo6. 
Sir, your Curate has mifunderftood, o: wilfully mif* 
reprefented, a converfation that paffed between us ? 
Permit me to introduce to you Dr. Macklean as 
my friend upon this occafion ; apd let the Curate, 
in your prefence; anfwer my charge. This would 
have becn-open and candid. But this was KOr 

When I was returned' into the country, Mr. 
Dcfcury writes, to you, to remove Irom your mind 

' prejudices which my report of hrs heretical opinions 
was calculated to produce. I never, my dear Sir, 

■ reported any heretical opinion of Mr. Defcury's: 
I knbw not what his opinions may be. But I 
did communicated to you firft, certain queftiona 
propounded by that gentleman to me,, in a con- 
vcrlation that "g^jfjf bet^vcen us oa the e\xning of 

the 
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tlie'2otb, or rather on the morning of the lift of 
January, 1800, in the prefence ot Mrs, Bcre, and 
Mifs David of BriftoL; who was then very ill in a 
violent cold, and from the latcncfs of the hour very 
ileepy* Whether this lady remembers the fubjeA 
or the words ; I cannot pretend to lay, under f«ch 
circumflanceSy and at this diftance : for, though I 
have feen her fince, I did not advert to that un- 
pleafant converfation ; and indeed to a few only, 
and thofe particular friends, did I ever mention it ; 
nor had the words palled my lips, as they were 
nttered at my table, had riot Mr. Defcury, while 
apparently on neighbourly terms, written accufa* 
tions againft me; which, through Mrs. More, were 
conveyed to you. When I did mention it, it was 
a natural fe defcndo^ to prevent the operation of a 
clandeftine accufation on your mind. 

On the I2TH of SEPTEMBER tAST^ ipy 

papers on this controverfy were fent to you, and if 
you have a copy of my Narrative, you will, by 
reverting to that j diftinftly fee, the irrelevancy of 
Mr. Defcury 's cat^orical queries, contained in his 
letter to me on that fubj^d: : To the reprelenta- 
tion made by me, to you, in that NarraJtiye; fear- 
ing, if you have taken a copy, it jnay not be with 
you-at Bath, I will here tranfcribe, that identi^ 

CAh NARRATIVE VERBATIM. 

That evening, at the parfonage, this gentleman de- 
clared, " That he was not ftridly of the Church of 
England, and had no objedlion to the Methodifts." 

jB. " What maybe your objedion. Sir, to the 
** Chiirch of England ?"— D. ^* There are two 
words, which 1 don't approve of/' 

B,. " Pray, 


« 
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B. ** Pray, Sir, what words nuy thefe be V*' 
D. " Three Perfons." 


<C 


S. " Indeed, Sir ! what then do you think of 
thefe words in the beginning of the Book of 
^* Genefis ? And Gbd fiid, kt u$ hudce man in 
•* our image. There here feems^ to be more than 
*« one pcrton/'-r- D. « Do you think that God fat 
•* down to confult with others, like three old wo ' 
** men in a chimney corner, to contrive and confult 
*• how he fliould make the world ?*' 

JR. " Nothing furely is more commonly, or plainly, 
*• revealed in the New Teftament, than that Jefus 
** Chrift, is the dearly beloved Son of God the Fa- 
** ther Almighty, in whom he is well plcafcd/' — 
Df " God the Father! I wonder then, who was 
" God's wife." 

r 

This fo completely ^(loniftied B. that he faidno 
more. All this is of an hypothetical nature; and, 
obfcrve, the word Trinity is not mentioned. 

I now extradt the words of Mr. Defcufy's letter. 
" You, Sir, I am told, faid that 1 not only denied 
" the doftrine of the trinity, but that I com- 
pared the HOLY TRINITY to thnec old women 
keeping council together. I muft now cati- 
gorically alk, Is thij true ? or is it falfi ?** — 
This catigorical demand, T thus anfwer : ** Mr. 
** Bere informs Mr. Dcfcury, that he never faid, 
•* he heard him deny the ©octrine of' the 

•^ HOLY TRINITY, OR COMPARE THE HOLY 
** TRINITY TO THREE OLD WOMEK KEEPING 

** COUNCIL TOGETHER.** Th'jLis, my dear Sir, 
W&s Mr. Defcury catigorically anfwercd* . Had I 

aferted, 
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affirfid^ ihst Gentleman had denied the daSlrine of 
the Holy Trinity ; I bad aflerted a faliehood : and 
been liable to a mod jud adion, on the (latvites of 
tfa^ 9th and lotb c^ WilHam IIL The pains and 
penalties whereof, are defcrvedly, very ferious, I 
never meant to deny what Mr. Defcury did fay. 
I had put the poffiHtity of denial, utterly out of my 
power-, long, long, before he wrote me j having in 

the 9E6INNIKO OF SEPTEMBER LAST COmmuni* 

cated to you, what I have now literally tranfcribed. 
I^ad Mr. Defcury requeued an Explanation of me^ 
in a mild manner; I fhould moft alTuredly have 
given it readily; but the ftyle was very different 
from the language I had been accuftomed to. 
God knows my heart, that I have no malevolence 
to this Gentleman, or any perfon breathing; and 1 
from my foul forgive every one, as I hope to be 
forgiven. 

You have repeatedly been pleafed, my dear Sir, 
to dedare ; that no influence Ihoutd alienate your 
good opinion of me ; or detach yoar fupport ; fo 
long, as Ideferved your proteftion. I am confcioui 
I yet deferve it ; and I here folemnly promile you, 
"that I will never folicit it, when yqu cannot honor- 
ably exttod it. This cause has been twici^ 

Jl2>JVI>GBD IN MY FAVOR, IN THE MOST CREDI* 

TABLE MANNER; all the allegations contained ia 
my narrative on this queftion, have been publicly, 
and fubftantially proved ; before Gentlemen of the 
higbcft refpcftability, convened in the very parifti 
in wfrich the difpute originated : and they were 
mnammous ef opinion that " J had done away aU im^ 
*^ putation on my character, and condu£l.', in this con^ 
** troverJy\ aHd ejlablifhed the credibility, and com^ 
^* petency of my witnejfes} and that the fchoolmafter 

^' had 
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*• had behaved extremelj: improper ; and that he 
ought not to be continued at Blagdon, without 
the approbation of the Curate/' What more 
can I do ! What more can be done ?. Tlie dif- 
pute, in my opinion, is fairly and finally clofed. , 

My opponents are now, I perceive 5 endeavour- 
ing to remove me from your curacy ; fome of Mrs* 
M ore's people have already declared, they aredeter- 
' mined to get me out of the parifli. The otgeft 
can be no othbr than to didrefs, and difgrace me: 
the former they have in no fmall degree efFefted j 
the latter, is not in their's, l^ut in my power Mfyi 
and, God being my helper, my heart (hall not re- 
proach me as long as I live : On his good Provi- 
dence I firmly rely, and (hall wait the iffue with 
bumble fubmiflion to his will. 
I remain, dear Sir, 

Moft fincerely and affedlionately. 
Your humble fervant, 

THOMAS BERE, 
Pr. Croffman» 

P. S. You will, my dear Sir, I am fure, recoi- 
led that the firft mention I niade to you of the 
irregularities of Mrs* More's teacher, was in your 
drawing-room j Mrsr Croffman and Mrs. Bere being 
then prefent. This was in the week we had the 
pleafure of fffending with you, in the furamer 6£ 
1799; which, on referring. tomy day-book, I fi,rid 
to be from the 17th, to the zid of June : at which 
time, I alfo mentioned the private fchool; and th^ 
Jetter Mrs. Bere had written to Ml-s.^Mor^ qpon 
this fubjedl, ' - 
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LETTER XL, 

D|l« GROSSMAN TO THE KEY. MR. B£RE. 


DEAR SIR> 


Bathi Jan. 23, iSoi 


IT does not appear by your 
letter of the 19th inftant, which I received yef- . 
terday morning, that one from me dated the i6th 
had at that time reached your hands ; but prefum- 
ing you have received it before now, and have duly 
confidered its contents, I have only further to ob- 
ferve, on fo unpleafant a lubjeft, that I have rc- 
ceiv«i from the Bilhop the oftenlibJe letter oPwhich, 
in my note of the i6th, I gave you previous infor^ 
mation ; and am now commanded, by liis Lord- 
(hip's authority, to remove you from the Cijracy 
of Bl^don. This letter, however, is at prefent a 
fecret inftrument in my pofleflipn, and I Ihall not 
l)c foryvard in giving to it any degree of publicity, 
trufting you will preclude the neceffity of fuch u 
meafurey by fending me your voluntary refignation of 
the Curacy.^ 

At my earneft requeft, Mrs. Hannah More has 
at lad refolved to re-eftabli(h her fchool ; and in 
order to carry it into immediate execution, Mrs. 
Martha More will fet out in a day or two for Blag- 
don. We b^ to unite in compliments to Mrs. 
Bere, of whofe indifpplition we are cxtremly forry 
to hear. 

And I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient fervaot, 

Rev. T. Bere. G. GROSSMAN. 

* This Teemed to- have been much wiflicd; becaufemuch wanted. 
Jt would have had the appearance of confcious or convi^ed guilty 
and would have been doubtlefs highl/ gratifying to my invifible 
accufert, 
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LETTER XLI. 

DH, CROSSMAH TO THE REV. MR^ 8£R£« 
DEAR SIR9 . Batb> Fcbf ft, 4Sox. 

HAVING obtained DO anfwep 
to either ot the letters whicb I lately addrefled to 
you, in purfaance of the inftruftions I have reeeU 
ved from the Biftiop, relative to your removal, I 
fear you may have been prevented by a fit of the 
gout, from noticing the information which I have 
beep the painful medium of communicating to 
you. ' . 

Our further (lay here will not exceed ten or twoivo 
days, and as I know not what kind of anfwer to 
Tet,urn to the Bilhop's mandate, untiki receive fome 
intelligence from you, I conld wifli to be favoured 
with a letter as foon as poffible. No one has yet 
feen the Bifliop's mandate, wherein I am or&red to 
difmifs you from the Curacy, fince it came jnto my 
hands ; but I have this day feen a letter from I>. 
Mofs, to a perfon in this city, declaring that you 
^re difmiffed from the Curacy at Biagdon. 

Mrs. Croffman unites in compliments to Mrs, 
Bere, with, dear Sir. 

Your faithful and humble fervant. 
Rev- T. Bere. G. CROSSMAN. 
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LETTER XLII. 

HIV. MR. BIRB TO OR. CROSSMAK. 
1>XAR SIR» Blagdon-houfe^ Feb. 3, iSot. 

PREPARED as my mind was, 
from tte exultation of Mrs. More's people, in the 
certain fuccefs of their long-planned (cheme, to re- 
move me ; yet I muft cqnfefs, that the reception of 
both your letters ; which came together on Friday 
laft, fliocked me leverely. 

The defeliAion of fo old, and as I had every 
reafbn to think, Irom repeated promifes, fo firm a 
friend; and one too, under whofe advice I had afted; 
and without whofe written direBions^ I have not ad- 
vanced in this ruinous controverfy; was a ffcroke, 
which loT a moment paralized me. 

I thank you. Sir, for your delicacy in oiFering 
to prevent the fi^blicity of my honored diocefan's 
man(Jate. All that can now happen, and therefore 
perhaps more than has yet, happened; has been tri- 
umphantly circulated in every direftion : but if 
this had not been the cafe, confcious as I am of the 
rei^itude of my intention ; I would not fo far dif- 
grace myfelf, or my caufe ; as to take (helter, even 
behind the (hield of Achilles. 

Let the MANDATE come ; together with your 
difmiffion in forniy I would not be deprived the 
credit of prompt fubmiffiop. I have neVer yet 
been admonished, though I have lived twenty-five 
years, under the eye of our venerable Biihop, 

r 

It is moft true, that I have not for foine years 
read the Athanafian Creed upcJn the bigh fclVivals ; 

O 2 not 
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not that I ever had any objeftion to the reading of 
it, as it is fubftantially contained in the Apoftles 
and Nicene Creeds. And the Holy Trinity is in- 
voked nominally in the Litany of oilr Church. I 
have had two morning and one evening Sabbath 
duty, for upwards of twenty years ; if will appear 
thence, that I have declared my faith, publicly and 
folemnly, at leaft three hundred times in each year, 
and ain now willing to declare it. The truth is, I 
had at the high feftivals two communion fejrviccs, 
and a very confiderable number of communicants; 
My tinie, efpecially in the winter, was fcarcely fuf- 
ficient for my duty ; I therefore adopted the Apo- 
ftles for brevity, not from objedion to the former. 

I never heard any obfervation upon this omilEon 
'till your's of laft Friday. I can't defend this my 
difobedience to the authority of the Church; and 
will no more omit it. I was from my infancy de- 
dicated to the Church, in her faith I was brought 
up, in her faith I have lived, and in her faith, with 
thebleffingof God, I hope to die. But, Sir,.!, 
am perfuaded, the motive of this illiberal impeach- 
ment is not ; cannot be hidden from you. Mrs. 
H. Morels fchoul has beeneftablifhed in this parifh 
five years. Why was not this omiffion mentioned 
to his Lordfliip in the firft, fecond, third or fourth 
years ? Why was it never mentioned till after the 
judgment at Blagdon I The reafon is obvious, it 
was announced, a few days after that decifio'n, that 
I (hould be driven from the Curacy; and if I did 
not go quietly, I (hould have my gown taken from 
xne- But of this, for the prefent^ enough, 

I am, Reverend Sir, 
Your greatly injured humble fcrvant. 
Dr. Croffman. THOMAS BERE. ^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER XUII. 

DR. CROSSMAN TO THE REV. MR* BERE. 
DEAR SIR, Bath, F«b. 5, iSor. 

TO have been the m^iuro of 
communicating * to you the informations received 
by Dr. Mofs, from the feveral correfpondents in the 
country, relating to your proceedings in the parifh 
of Blagdon, was to me a tjifk truly irkfome and 
diftreSing ; and every letter I didated on that oc- 
iion, excited within me the moil acute and painful 
feniations. But when I received the Chancellor's 
laft letter, wherein I was called upon to difmifs 
you from the Cilracy of Blagdon, that friendfliip 
for you which I have all along, for fevcnteen y ears, 
maintained and avowed, prompted me to trouble 
him with an addrefs on your behalf, and to intimate 
a wilh that you might be continued in the curacy. 
Great, then, mull have been my furprize on reading 
your letter of the 3d inftant, written with fo much 
acrimony, and in a ftyle fo uncongenial with your 
ulual manner. 

» • * 

True indeed it is, that Mr. Boak's letter, re- 
fpefting Margaret Thorn, together with other in- 
formation which had reached my knowledge, fincc 
you returned from Bath to Blagdon, has imprefled 
me with other fentiments refpeding the character 
and conduft of the fchoolmafter, than thofe I en- 
tertained before ; and therefore I requefted that the 
fchool might be re-eftabliftied under his fuperin- 
tendance. This re-eftabliftiment of the fchool, 

* Dr. CroflVnan did not communicate to me the informations 
rccti\cd by Dr. Mofs. 

however. 
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however^ I deemed not incompatible with your 
tenure of the curacy ; and I took the liberty, as I 
before obferved, of fuggefting to the Chancellor my 
wilhes on that occafiOn. But the Chancellor, and 
his moil venerable father, were both of opihion that 
you ought to be removed ; and accordingly I re- 
ceived from his Lordlhip the inclofed letter. The 
exhortation of a dioicefan, you well know, is a 
lenient command ; or, in other words^ may be 
deemed an epifcepal' mandate s and therefore can 
admit of no other alternative but that of im{4icit 
obedience to its diredions. 

Thus painfully circumftanced, I have only fur* 
ther to add, it is not my defire tteit you ftiould de* 
part fronii Blagdon until you can obtain fome place 
of reception fuitable to your convenience ; and as 
we (hall leave Bath in the fpace of a week, I could 
wifh to know^ before I gOj when you think you majr 
be able to remove. 

You are partly corred in dating, that you aded 
under my advice^ and by my written iirehions. It 
is true, J advifed. you to commit to paper, for the 
perufal of Dr. Mofs and myfelf, all the evidence 
you had to bring forward in your defence, and all 
your accufations agaitift the condud and cfearadet 
of Young. But as foon as I was informed that he 
had made an affidavit, wherein he denied the cliargc 
of calvanifm„ imputed to him on the faith of two 
or three witnefles^ I immediately w;'ote to you, in- 
clofing a copy of his depofition, and advifing you 
to adopt the fame mode of evidence, in order to 
prove the charges you had exhibited againfl: him.-r- 
2 likewife advifed you to comply with' the requifition 
of Sir A. Elton, and permit your evidences to be 
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rcfworn in his prcfenre, and crofs-examined by hiixi 
in any manner he pleafed. Thus far you zStcd 
under my advice, and agreeably ^o my wxittetk dU 
regions \ and bad nothing more been done on that 
day than what I advifcd to be done, and had the 
dcjppfitiqns which I called for been the evidences of 
creditable * witqeflfes, all, as far as related merely 
to your controverfy with Young, would ftill, in the 
c^inioa of the world, have been favourable to your 
caufe. Hence I Htll^ expefted to be told; that 
without my written direSiions you had not advanced 
in this ruinous controverjy. You well know, the 
controverfy had long begun, was the fubjeft of 
conrer(atipn in your neighbourhood, arid bad reach^ 
ed the knowledge of the fii(hop and the Chancellor 
before I was made acquainted -f with it. 

From thfefe fa&s you will be fenfible, I trufl, in 
the cool moment of refleflion, that your letter to 
me of the 3d inftant, was not fuch a one as ought 
to have been written with your pen; neverthelels 
I (hall retain for you fcntiments of regard which 
will ever infpire me with a fincere defire for your 
happinefe and health. — Mrs. Croffman unite^ in 
compliments to Mrs. Bere, with, 
" * ' . Dear Sir, — - 

YoW'faithful aAd humble fervant,. 
Rcv.T. Bere. G. CROSSMAN. 

I \ ■ ' 

* This it the moft dartiuy^expreffioii ever ufed by one Gentleman 
tp anoklier. They Were Itemed credible, by elfven or twelve of 
the moft refpe^lable Gentlemen who perfonally crofs- examined 
them ; and here comes Dr. Croflfman who knows nothing of them, 
Iwt hy the reprefbitations of the condemned party, and denies^ their 
«r«dibUity. 

t Th$ residat U req\iefted to r«fer to the date of my firft letter to 
Mrs. More, and my firft letter to Di\ Croflmah ; by thcfe it will 
BfffiUt thi^t I made Dr. Crofsman acquainted with the controverfr 
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LETTER XL1V.» 

BISHOP OF BATH AND WELLS TO DR. CROSSMAN. 
J>£AR SIR, Grofvcnor Place, Jan. 17, iSoi. 

I HAVE heard fo much of Mr. 
Berets conduft, and am fo jiiftly offended at it, 
that I think it m,y duty to recommend it to you, 
to difmifs him from your curacy. Your own good, 
fenfe and zeal for the caufe of religion, will imme- 
diately point out the propriety of it; 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful and humble fervant. 
Dr. Croflman. C. BATH AND WELLS, 


LETTER XLV. 


I' 


REV. MR. B*RE TO DR, CROSSMAK. 
DEAR SIR, Blagdon-houfe, Feb. 13, x8oi. 

. OBSERVING that my diocefan 
has opify recDfnfHended you to difmifs me ; and althd* 
from what he may have heard^ refpedling my con- 
duft/ he feels himfelf at prefent offended ; yet I 
xlouht not, but hereafter he will alter his opinion ; 
and that be will, before he infifts on your difmiffing 
me, give me an opportunity to defend my charac- 
ter, againft the accufations laid to my charge.*— To 
convince you what character I bear at Blagdon, I 
have troubled Mr. Parfons with a certificate, figned 

almofl as foon as it came to my knowledge—! knew nothing of its 
having reached ,the- Biihop and the Chancellor, until Dr. Croinnafi 
informed me of it, at his own hoiife, the beginning of iaft Aiiguft. 
*, Enclofed in the foregoing. 

by 
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by the churchwardens, and a great ^majority of the 
parifliioners, for your infpedioa | and which he is 
to bring me back, for the fignaturc of others, who 
are now from home. All my pariihoners of But- 
combe, have figned a fimilar teftimonial. 

Fearing you might not recollect the ejigagement 
entered into between us, refpcAing your reftory of 
Blagdon ; I give you a copy of it ; well knowing 
yoxx have too much honor, to deviate a tittle 
from it. 

*^ On the i8th of June 1799, at Monfcton, in 

" the county of' Somerfet, it was agreed upon 

" between the Rev. Dr. Croffman, Redor of 

Blagdon; and Thomas Bere, his Curate, of 

Blagdon aforefaid ;- -That the faid Thomas 

Bere Qiall have and hold the faid reftory of 

Blagdon, with all rights and privileges there- 

uiito belonging, for the term of ten years, 

from the 25th of March 1798 ; paying yearly 

therefore, two hundred and forty pounds, clear 

** of all taxes and out-goings. T. Bere is to 

repair, and keep in repair,: all the windows, 

tiling and thatch: Dr. Croffman to rebuild 

and repair all the, wood-work of the roofs and 

walls of the feveral buildings appertaining to 

the, redory. ^ . • 

« June 19, 1799. " THOMAS BERE, 

" G. CROSSMAN." 

I remain, dear Sir, 

lYour humble fervaiit, 
Dr; Croffman. T. BERE^ 

• The pariftiof Btttcombe, without exception, have, on the ex- 
prience of twenty years, borne honorable leftimony to th». 
MANNERS, and MORALS, and DOCTRINE of thcir Reftor. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

■ 

DR. CROSSMAN TO MR. BER£« 
f^EAR SIR9 ^ Bathy Feb. 16, i8of. 

HAD you continued in the curacy 
of Blagdon, during the term of our agreement for 
the tithes, Iwould not have deviated one tittle from 
the engagement that was entered into, in the month 
of Jurie, 1799 ; between me as Reftor, and you 
as Curate of the parilh ; but as that agreement * 
<icpended altogether upon your tenure of the curacy, 
it of courfe becomes void, the moment that relation 
of Reftor and Curate ceafes between us. For, to 
you it muft be well known, that a ReAor has no 
power to grant to any one but his Curate \ a Icafc 
of the tithes of bis parifti. 

The Bilhop's letter, wherein I am exhorted to 
diffnifs you from the curacy of Blagdon, is, to^ a 
delicate mind, equally as imperalive as if it wxre a 

The parifl) of Bl^gdon, with the exception of Mrs. More's wery 
fen» friends, and fome dependant mercinariei, have borne fimilar 
teftimony on the experience of sev^enteen yea^s. 

• Good God \ is this the reafoning of an honeft man ? of a Chrif- 
tianf of a Clergyman ! — \ am aihamed of it. — Mark the legitimate 
concluiion of Dr. Croflman^s mercenary -logic. Your agreement. 
Sir, depends altogether upon your tenure of my curacy. Your tenure 
of my curacy, Sir, depends altogether on my will \ and my will de- 
pends altogether upon the advantage, or dilad vantage, of your en- 
gagement. > Whatever Moffes you may fuftain, Sir, I fiiall cxpeft 
the ftipuiated fum, at the appointed. day : If any profit accrues; 
why then— Of ho^ Your agreement, Sir, depends on your curacy, 
your curacy depends on my will* and mywill. Sir, is, that you 
quit the cure, and refign the profits. 

• '\ 1 know not that a Re6^or has no power to grant t6 any one but 
to his Curate, a leafe of his tithes. Bat this I do know very well, that 
notwithdanding allr this; Dr. Crofiman has granted to bis 
parishioners, a leafe of their ttthes ; but, according to his doftrine, . 
their parchment is no more binding than the curate's PA- 
TER. That is, it fhall remain in force fo long as the Ke^or likes, 
and no longer. 

part 
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part of the canon law. But ilnce you appear to be 
of a different opinion froni me upon this fubje^k, 
I beg to inform you, that I have in my poffeffion 
further inftru6lions, to ferve you with a notice to 
quit the curacy, which tjli now 1 have refrained 
from doing, trufting you would liave feen, in like 
-manner with myfelf , the true meaning of his Lord- 
fhip's letter* 

Asrour engagements commenced at Lady-day, J I 
have fixed, in my notice, that period for, their ter- 
mination j but I have no objection to your conti- 
nuing in the parfonage houfe, until you maybe 
able, with convenience to yourfclf, to remove elfe- 
where. For your fervicesin the church, from Lady- 
day next, to the period of your departure, 1 am 
willing to remunerate 3'ou with one guinea a Sunday* 

I fhall be obliged to you, . if you will inform mc 
as foiJn as convenient, at what time you. think it 
may fuit you to relinquifli the houfe. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful and humble (ervant. 
Rev. T. Bcre. G. GROSSMAN. 


LETTER XLVII. 

REV. T. BERE TO THE BISHOP OF .BATH AND WELLS- 
MY LORDj Blagdon Houfe, Feb. 20, 1801. 

I AM defired, by Dr. Croffmant 
to write to your Lordfhip, and to inform you, that 
he has tranfmittcd me a copy of your Lordihip's 

t Here the Doctor is afluredly miftaken 3 my engagement, a« 
Cjuraie, jcommencsd in axjgvst^ 

letter 
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letter to him, relative to ftiy conduft ; wherein you 
are pleafed to fay, you arc " juftly offended at it ; 
'** and that you think it your duty, to recommend 
** it to him, to difmifs me from my curacy." Your 
Lordllirp adds, that the Do6lor's " own -good fenfc, 
** and zeal for the caufe of religion, will immedi- 
** ately point out the propriety of it." My Lord, 
the latter claufe is fo ferious a charge ; that 1 am 
perfuaded your Lordlhip would deem me worthy 
THE HORRIBLE iMPUTATioti ; Were I Capable of 
calmly, and filently retiring, without noticing it. 

That obedience to yoUr Lordfliip's authority, 
which', in all things lawful, I have upon oath pro- 
mifed, I am always ready to perform : and I fhould 
feel niyfelf inclined to give a definitive anfwer to 
what relates to my difmiflal, did I not think that 
your Lordfliip will ohe day thank me ; for intreating 
you to xeconfider the precipitate, but peremptory 
notice, fent me at your inftancie by Dr. CroflTman, 

Permit me, my Lord, to inform you, that I have 
from my infancy, been dedicated to the church ; ia 
her doftrines have I regularly been brouglit up : by 
your Lordlhip have I had the honor to be ordained 
Deacon and Priefl : in the doftrines of the Church 
of England I have lived ; and in the doftrines of 
the Church of England, through the mercy of my 
God, and merits of Jefus Chrift rny Saviour, J 
hope to die. 

My Lord, I am ready, either publicly or pri- 
vately, to give an anfwer to <5very man that afketh 
me a reafon of the hope that is in me. 1 have 
lived upwards of twenty years within twelve miles 
'qf your Lordlliip's palace, my public and private 
Cbaradter have been, and now arc, immaculate ; 

my 
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my dodrine, and, example, unexceptionable. — I 
therefore foHcit, that your Lordfliip will, in juftice 

to AKOPPRESSBD' CLERGYMAN OF YOUR LORD- 

SHip's DIOCESE ; fend tne the. accusations 
which have (b forcibly operated on your Lordfliip*s 
znind, to the prejudice of my charader ; and al(b 

THE NAMES OF THE MALEVOLENT CALUMNI*- 

ATORs 'y that I may bb enabled to apply to the laws 
of ray country, for that redrefs which my cruel 
OPPRESSION deniands. 

I am authorized, my Lord, to inform your 
Lordfliip, that the charges brought, by the Rev. 
Mr. Boak, againll Margaret Thorn, are not 
FOUNDED, and will be difproved : the Whole, I 
underftand, is foon to undergo legal investi- 

jGATlON. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordlhip*s moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 

THOMAS BERE, 
Rt. Rev. Lord Biftiop of Bath and Wells* 


LETTER 'XLVIII, 

DR. MOSS TO MR. BERE. 
REVEREND SIR, , Feb. 23, i8oi. 

I AM direded, by father, to 
inform you, that his inftruftions to Dr. Croffman, ' 
to remove you from the Cure of Blagdon, were the 
rcfult of very ipature deliberation ; and that he has 
not fince feen any reafon for thinking them too pe- 
remptory, or too precipitate. 

I ani, Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient fervant, 
JRev, T. Bere.. ^ CHA. MOSS. 
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The following letters, &c. arc needO&ry to 
explain the exceptions Mr, Defcury has been 
pleafed to take, and propogate againll the cha- 
Fadter of the curate of Blagdon. 

LETTER XLIJC. 

REV. MR. DBSCURr TO THE REV. MR. BERE: 
SIRj Blagdon Court, Nov. 15* 

IN the [jrelent fituation of things, 
few are the circumftances ^ that can induce me to ' 
write to, or to communicate with you ;- but on 
this occasion, a regard to my charafter, demands 
that I (hould require of you an explanation on the 
fubjeft I am going to ftatc. 

I am, from moft refpedlable authority, informed, 
that you have publicly mifreprefented a converfation 
which took place between you and' me, at your 
houfe, fome confiderable time ago : in the ftate- 
nient of which, you attributed to me the dreadful 
guilt, of making ufe of blafphemous languages— 
Tho' I (hudder with horror at the repetition of the 
the words you are faid to have made ufe of, apply- 
ing them to the fentiments I ami fuppofed to have 
cxpreffed — Yet I muft quote them. You, Sir, I 
am told, faid, that *M not. only denied the doc- 
** trine of the Trinity, but that I compared the 
** Holy Trinity to three old wometi keeping coun- 
" cil together.'' 

a « 

I muft pow categorically afk, Is ibis true ? or, 
is it it falfe? Sir, your opinion can neither re- 
fleft luftre or difgrace on me> but I am too jealous 
of my name, to fuflfer it to be publicly damped 
irith an opprobium fo difgufting. Therefore, this 
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cafe muji be either fully proved^ or, fully difproved. 
Your anfwer (hall determine my condu^. 
I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant. 
Rev. T. Bere. CH. DESCURY. 


LETTER L. 

RIV. t. lEKE, IN ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. 

Norember 15, xSoo. 

Nfr. BERE informs Mr, Dcfcury, 
that be never faid, Kb heard him deny the 

DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY TRINITY : Or COmparCt 
THE HOXY TRINITY TO THREE OLD WOMEN 
KEEPING COUNCIL TOGETHER. 

Mr. Here begs leave to add ; that, as Mr. Def- 
ciiry ftates, there are few occafions on which he 
would write : On no future occafion, can Mr. Bere 
acknowledge his correfpondence. 

Mr. Defcury. 

Three days after .the decifion at Blagdon, my 
domeftic peace is thus again diQurbed, by a rude 
letter ; fuch an one, as it would be imprudent to 
write to any one, but ^ Magiftrate, a Clergyman, 

and a cripple. * - 

Much u(e, I underfland, has been made of my 
anfwer, as if I had here denied, what I had before 
aflerted. The reader is requefted to re-peruf^ the 
ftutement of thisfaft, in my letter to Dr. Croffman, 
No. XXXIX. and impartially eftimate the refpec- 
t^bility of the following authorities on this fubjeft. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LI. 

REV. MR. CROSS TO THE REV. MR. BERE. 
DEAR SIR, Axbridge, Nov. 19/ iSde. 

AN unxexpefted demand, which 
has this day beeti made on. me, puts me upon the 
unplealant talk of recurring to you, for the parti- 
culars of a difcourfe whith I ftiould otherwife be 
a(hamed to aik, but that the unguarded repetition 
of theni by myfelf, to another, who has taken ad- 
vantage of it, renders it neceffary. 

YoQ will recoUeft, probably, that feme time 
back, while you were mentioning to me f9me of 
the circurpftances, between yourfelf and Mrs. More, 
^t MK Starts, of this place ; you were led to fpeak 
of, Mr. Defcury, of Blagdou, as a perfbn who had 
interefted himfelf warmly in the difpute between 
you. You then, / thinks informed me, that you 
had heard him declare, that he could not fubfcribe 
to thefe words in our Liturgy; namely, " Three 
" Perfons" in one God. And alfo, that during 
your difcuflion of fome points of a religious nature^ 
relating, as it appears, to this fubjeft of the Tri- 
nity; he had alked you the following queftions : — 
" Whether you thought that, in order to the crea- 
** tion,^ the Three Perlons would hold a confultation 
^* like three old women?" This, Sir, I thivk, 
OR SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO THIS ; was the quef- 
tion which you ftated Mr. Defcury to have put to 
you i and which you thought, and doubtlefs very 
juftly, was bordering on blafphemy. 

Some time after this converfation with you, being 
at Cheddar, with Mr. Drewitt, who is a warm ad- 
vocate of Mrs. More ^ Mr, Defcury 's name chanced 

again 
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again to be brought forward, as a perfon of refpcc- 
tability, and whofe opinion in the controvcrfy ought 
to have more weight than you were difpofed to al- 
low. It was then I .inadvertently mentioned what 
I had heard you fay of him, and what I have dated 
above : little thinking that what wasjaid to a friend^ 
if not in confidence^ would be carried from beneath 
the roof under which it was fpoken. 1 do not, how- 
ever recolleft that what was faid to me was fpoken 
in confidence, and I fliall therefore, I hope, the more 
readily obtain your pardon for requcfting of you to 
fubftantiate what Mr. Defcury now challenges me 
to maintain. You will oblige me by fending, if 
poffible, an anfwer by the bearer; and for the par- 
ticulars of your late , conteft as well as of the de- 
cifion, I hope foon to be indebted to your own 
perfonal relation. 

In the mean time, I beg leave to add my humble 
congratulations to thofe of your numerous friends 
on the termination of a difpute, which has caufed 
fo much uneafinefs to yourfelf and anxiety to Mrs, 
Bere ; — affuring you that 

I am, with much refpecft, • 
Your obliged and obedient 
Humble fervant. 
Rev. T, Bere. EDW. CROSS* 


LETTER LII. 

MR. B£RE TO THE REV. MR. CROSS* 
DSAX SIR, Blagdon-Iioufei Nov. '20, ito6. 

MR. DESCURY laft Saturday 
put thefe queftions to me in writing :—** You, 
** Sir, I am told, faid that I not only denied the 

' Q^ '* dodrine 
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/* doftrine of the Holy Trinity, but compared the 
" Holy Trinity to three old women keeping coun- 
** fel together." This lanfwered in writing, thus : 
" Mr. Bere, never faid, he heard Mr, Defcury deny 
** the doflrine of the Holy Trinity; or compare 
** the Holy Trinity to three old women keeping 
" counfel togetlier." 

In that converfation Mr. D. neither aflerted, or 
denied. Mr. D. did obferve, that there were two 
words which he did not approve of ; which were 
(he faid) " THREE PERSONS." 

Mr. D. didafk Mr. Bere, — " Do you think that 
*' God fat down to confult with others, like three 
•*' old women, to contrive and. confult how he 
" fliiould make the world ?" 

This was the queftion put by Mr. D. ; but with 
what intention I know not ; whether to elicit my 
fentim'ents, - or try my abilities, can only be known 
to Mr. D. 

I am forry, dear Sir, you have had any trouble 
on, my account, and hope it will now ccafe. 
I remain,' dear Sir, 

Your's, mod. fincerely. 
Rev. Mr. Crofs, THOMAS BERE, 

Some time after this period, I was 'informed that 
Mr. Defcury had taken Tome pains to ex^ofe my 
anfwer to his Letter ; and to infer thence cbncln- ' 
fions neither contained in, or legitimately deducible 
from the premifes. I alfo underftood that a Third 
JLeiter was fometime (hewn ; which I prefiaraed ' 
was that which Mr. D. tells mc came ^^ froni moft 
" refpeftable authority." The word ** respect- 
" ABLE'Mmmediately at-traftcd my attention to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Crofs, who, in ev^ry {tnk of the word, U 
truly fo. He might be deceived ; I knew he him- 
.felf was above the vile meannefs of deceiving. 

I therefore addrefs the following Letter to him : 


LETTER LIIL 


MR. B£R£ TO THE REV. MR. CROSS. 
MY DEAR SIR, Blagdon-houfe, Jan. 15, 1800. 

MR. DESCURY (hews about 
his Letter to me, and my anfwer 5 together with 
a third; but by whom written, I cannot yet dif- 
cover. , The intention of all this is, to imprefs on 
the minds of thofe who are inclined to favour the 
party ; that I have on this occafion, departed fron^ 
truth, with the worft intention. 

Will you therefore, my dear Sir, have Jthe good- 
nefs to tranfmit me, by the bearer, a tranfcript of 
your letter, {after you received mine) to Mr. Def- 
cury, or Mr. Drewitt ; together with fuch circum-^ 
ftances appertaining to the fubjefl:, as you may 
deetn neceflary to communicate. 

Believe me to be moft fincerely. 
Your friend and humble fervant. 
Rev. Mr. Crofs. THOMAS BERE. 


LETTER LIV. 


REV. MR. CROSS IN ANSWER TO THE AROVE,^ 


REV. SIR, 


Axbridge, Jan. 15th, r8oi. 


I AM forry I cannot comply with 
your requeft, to fend by the bearer a tranfcript of 

, Qji ' • my 
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my letter to Mr. Drewitt (for it was to him I 
tranTmitted your anfwer to my enquiries) which I 
would readily do, had I a copy by me. The whole,, 
however, of what I communicated in your name, 
was contained in the fame words which you autho • 
rized me to ufe. And no other expreffion was Mr, 
Drewitt authorilcd by me to tranfmit to Mr. Def- 
cury^ than thofe you tranfmitted me.' 

What remarks I made on thofe expreflions, were 
entirely my own ; and were by no means at'tributecl 
to you : nor had Mr. Drewitt my-permiflion to fig* 
nify thefe to Mr. Defcury. Whether he has done 
it or not, I cannot tell. But this, Sir, you. may 
be aflured of, that nothing which was communis 
cated by me, can implicate you, except thofe e^- 
preflions which I had from yourfelf. 

Should you hear of any different account attrU 
buted to me, I will thank you to acquaint me with 
it ; and I will endeavour to bring forward the au* 
thor,^ and propagator of it, to the notice which hp 
jdeferves. 

I remain, Reverend Sir, 
'Your very faithful and obliged lervant, 

EDW. CROSS. 
Ilev. T. Bere. 

N .B. The wprds I allude to as being authorized by 
you (o repeat, were thofe refpefting the old women, 
3od the Three Pcrfons. And thefe we're all the 
v;ords which I quoted from your letter. 

Ifnow remains with Mr. Defcury to give up the 
^* Wejpe^able authority which informed him, that I 

** HAD PUBLICLY MISREPR ESENTED a COnverfa- 

^\ tion that pafled between us." Where was this 

PUBLIC 
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pvBUC MiS!^BPJtxsBNTATioN ? Who wcFc prcfent ? 
I call for namcsy and times^ and places. 

Mr, Defcury, addrcfling hiaifelf to me, fays ; 
** You, Sir, I AM. TOLD, faid that I not only de- 
nied the dodrine pf the Holy Trinity, but that 
I compared, the Holy Trinity to three old wo- 
•* men keeping counfel together." It is a duty 
which Mr. Defcury owes to truth, to tell the world 
the name of the perfon, thaIt told him this.— 
That perfon, whoever he may be ; is neither wor- 
thy the n^me or fociety of a gentleman. I here, 
on my facred honor declare, he told Mr. Defcury 

A SCANDALOUS FALSSHOOD, 




IT is with the moft extreme rcludance, 
that I comply, in the clofe of this prepofterous" al- 
tercation, with thewifti of a Lady, whofe virtuous 
morals, tod amiable manners,^ endear her to all ; 
whofe int^rity, has never yet been called in queff 
tion ; and upon whofe fair fame, the contaminating' 
air of, fcandal, has never dared to breathe. 

Upon the prefent occafidn it is her wifli, con- 
trary to the natural retraftivenefs of her chara(fter, 
it is her wifh— ^r the firft time in her life — under 
the mod folemn irapreflion of the fanftity or the 
appeal, to -bear teftimony of the expreflions ufcd 
by Mr. Dafcury, in the converfation alluded to. 

• 

Early in the year 1800,^ I believe in thie month of 
January, Mr. Defcury fpent the evening at the 
Parfonage': in the courfe of that, evening's con- 
verfation, Mr. D. obferved, that he thought the 
fccclefiaflical, the word parr of our conftitution* 

—That 
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' —That he was not ftriftly of the Church, and 
had uo objection to the Methodifts. 

Upon being afked what his objeftions to the church 
were : He replied, there were two words, which 
Tie did not approve, of ^ and named thefe — 

** THREE persons/* 

Mr. Berc faid to Mr, D. what do you think 
then of thele words in the beginning of Genefis: 
* •' And God faid, let us make man, in our 
'* image/* There here feenis, to be more than 
ONE PERSON. — Mr. D.'s reply was, " Do you 
** think that God fat down to confult with others, 
'*' like three old women in a chimney corner; to 
•' contrive and confult how he Ihould make the 
" wojid." Upon this I moved' from the fable, 
and produced a Bible, and referred to the firft 
chapter of the Epiftle to the Hebrews ; and read 
to Mr. D. the three firft verfes ; thinking, it 
would ftrengthen Mr, Bere's reference to Genefis* 

Mr. B. then faid, " Surely nothing is more clearly, 
and fully revealed, in the New Teftament ; 
than, that Jesus Christ, is the dearly be- 
*^ loved Son of God the Father."— ^Mr. . D* 
faid, " God the Father. 'J -wonder then, "who 
" was God's wife/* 

Here the converfation ended / and much (hocked 
J was, at what had jaffed : having^ never beard 
a fimilar, ^ 

Jn the early part of that evening, the fubjeft of the 
converfation was, relative to Mr, Young and his 
ichool; in which I afked' Mr. Defcury, if he had 
been at one of the private Monday schools. 

He 
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He faid he had. I enquired, if he liked that 
fchoot. He- replied,. *« He did not know : he 
had not made up his mind on it." 

SARAH BERE. 
Mrs. Bere came before me, this 
26th day of Feb. 1801, and 
fworc to the truth of the above, 

S: T. WYLDE. 


FROM the unjuftifiable treatment 
which the Curate of Blagdon, has unremittingly 
experienced, thro' the whole of this uncommon, 
and, let me add, as vet, unaccountable tranfa<flion9 
it is indubitably m'anifeft-THAT THERE IS 
SOMETHING WRONG, SOMEWHERE/ 

If people of the delcription of this Henry 
Young, are to be introduced into country parishes, 
under one chara&er, and toUerated, perhaps en- 
couraged, infiduouily to aflume another: If not 
ebildreny only ; but perfons ^Ifo, of all ranks, and 
ages ; of divers pariflies j, of different charaders, of 
various views ; are to be congregated to private 
Meetings, whei-e perfonal confcffion is ufed; and 
extempore prayer made by poor, ignorant, and 
deluded people : // all this be Jyftematically purfuedj 
and expenfivdy fupportedi Let me again afk, IS 
THERE NOT SOMETHING WRONG, 
SOMEWHERE? 

But if ever fuch things, and fuch perfons, be 
not only countenanced, but avowedly encouraged 
and protcfted, by the Rulers, and Dignitaries, of 
the Church of Christ^ I may then confidently 
pronounce, " That if in this life only they have 
" hope," the lowed order of the clergy in this 

kingdom. 
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kingdotn» will indeed bie, of all men, the moil 
miferable. ' 

For my own part, I difdain to be querulous. 

• 

** Let the ftruck deer go weep." 

I have done my duty, and I fuffer, not. with- 
opT PRIDE i the umuft qppreffion, ofadefigning, 
artful and remorieleis, PARTY, A people who 
as the admirable Quint ilian £iys, 

» ' , • 

" Dum fat is futant- vitio carreriy in id ipfiim 
*' Jncidunt vitium^ quod virtutibu$ caunt.'* 
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A LETTER 


FROM 


TAe Rev. SIR ABRAHAM ELTON, Bart, 


? 
? 


S1R9 

If(^el inylelf called upon to take this public no;- 
tice of a Pamphlet, which you are pleafcd to 
tenn " the " Controverfy bet\ra^n Mrs, Hannah 
More and the Curate of Bla^don %rhut ^hich I 
mull tajke the libierty to cqnfirue into Ibmetbing 
iike an attempt to aiperfe the name of that adminsd>fe 
Lpdy, to diminilh her influence, and reduce to no- 
thing her in(lituipion$. 

Poflibly, 3ir, you indulged a hope, that a .minfl 
like ber3 9^<Mild take alarm at infin^ations of fp 
flagrant a nature, — Perhaps you even flatterf^d ygur- 
felf that the refuit of your violent attack would 
be an elaborate defence from her own penff-^andin 
truth, this might hi^ve been fome trophy i£> hoaft 
of: — but ypu ought to have refleCked, Sir, that the 
pain refulting from cenfure depends on the quarter 


from whence it comes, and that confeious inte- 
grity does not eafily give way to fear, let the accu- 
fation be what it may. Suffer me alfo to remind 
you, Sir, of one of the greateft names that hiftory 
has recorded ; — ^\vhen Scipio was accufed by his 
ungrateful Countrymen of fhameful mifconduQ, in- 
confiftent with his great fervices and eftablifhed 
virtue, he difdained to enter upon his juftification — 
a condu8 worthy of Hannah More ! 

But although her dignity is beft confulted by fi- 
lence, it does not follow, Sir, that your moft 
extraordinary publication is to pafs without any an- 
fwer at all. With the wife indeed I would freely 
truft it, under the full conviClion, that they can- 
not be deceived by the artful management with 
which you have laboured to fupport adefperate 
caufe. To them, I am perfaaded, the book will 
fumifh its own reply. But wifdom is not found 
.every where : it i$ prejudice, not reafon, that go- 
fPerns the mafs of mankind ; and I muft own, Sir, 
you feem to have been perfeQIy aware of this. But 
it (hall be my bufinefs to do away the ftrange im- 
preflions you have endeavoured to make oh the 
public mind ; and I hope to be able to prove that 
^ the fomething wrong fomewhere," which you 
throw out with an air of myftery, of which few 
can be at a lofs for an explanation, is eafily to be 
found in the condud of the Curate of Blagdon. 

Nor can there be any improper officioufnefs in 
my taking upon myfelf the tafk of reply ; were I 


even indifierent to that caufe which it (eems ib 
much your wifli to overturn^ or fo deficient in tafte 
and judgment) as not toefteem and admire its ex- 
cellent Patronefs^ you have taken fo much pains 
to obtrude me on the public notice, and have 
thought proper to make fo very free with my name, 
that the trouble I now give you, cannot require 
the fmalleft apology. 

But before I proceed to the book itfelf, I can- 
not help uking notice even of your Tide-page, 
and when that is difiniffed, you muft give me leave 
to comment upon your pre&ce ; both being ib con- 
ftruded as to confirm me in the opinion, that your 
objefl is, not fo much to jufiify yourfelf as to in* 
yolve others, whom you fuppofe (however caufe- 
lefsly) to have done you wrong. 

Were I to be alked, Sir, for a motto, that 
would convey the mod fevere refledion in the 
feweft words (fuppofing it to be a fimilar cafe vrith 
yours)^ I could find none more ufeful than whilt 
you have adopted from Virgil. It certainly was ex- 
a6Uy fuited to your purpofe ; fot there can be no 
doubt of your intention to fneer at the piety of 
Mrs. Hannah More, and to fix upon your reader's 
mind, that fhe did not deem it inconfiftent with her 
religious charader, to defcend to fo vile a thing as 
perfecution. But furely, Sir, you made a blunder 
here. The preceding line would have completed 
your quotation, and I marvel much that you left 
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it out : the "infignem pietate vifiim** W^s wanting 
to complete her guilt, and "the allufioh, aftfer it 'Was 
found that you had beftowed upon yourfelf IVrth 
liberal praife, could not poffiblybA inifuhderftbod. 
You may perhaps pronounce this fevfere, but ft is 
riot more fo than the occafiori fiilty jiiftifies ; ahd 
let it teach you, Sir, to beware in future of ^ dif- 
play of your learning, by claflical quotiatiohS, %hen 
you mean to do mifchief with themr. You kft ttot 
tne firil Author who has loft his credit by art ill- 
chofen motto, or who hai found the falire ifit^hded 
for others, to recoil upon himlelf. 

* * ' « • * 

I come now, Sir, to your preface. This like- 
wife often proves ah edge tool, thai does but fetve 
to wound unfkilful hands. To ill^ge the impbr- 
tunity of friends as a plea for piiblicatidn, is a 
cufioih of pretty Idng ftandihg ; f6 long indeed, 
that the plea itfelf begins to be fejfeftfed is iliad- 
miflible. J3ut I may venture to add that If thofe 
'^ friends*' whoni you prbnouhce To '^deirahd 
valuable," had been lefs " infrexible,** and had 
fuffered your modefty to prevail, ih^f ^<ytAd hWe 
{hewn more zeal for your Sfaihe ias a ivtit^i", for 
your prudence and integrity as ^ man. 

It is very hard. Sir, to be detained fc Ibffg at 
the threfhold, when I am fo very impadent to «5ca- 
tnine the building. But 1 ftiould ill difchafge the 
t^lk I have fet myfelf, did I fuffer a Certain fbme- 
tmng for which I cannot find a naihe (bedaiife h is 
detached from your Preface, and declines the title 


of an IntroduQion) to pafs without a few remarks; 
and it would be wonderful indeed, if they were not 
exprellive of the utmoil difpleafure. 1 am no 
ftranger to the arts of many, who write for the pub- 
lic ; and the cuftom of applying to the pailions of a 
reader, before a work is fubmitted to his reafon, and 
his judgment, has been but too prevalent. But it 
remained for yoU, Sir, to reach to the unwariaht- 
able length .of prefixing to your work, what does not 
come far Ihort of a libel. For who can eniehain 
the leafl doubt of your meaning? What mind can bei 
fo dull, as not to draw this inference from il^ that lh6 
fchpols, eitablifhed and fupported by Mrs* Hannah 
^ore, are liable td flrong fufpicion, as feminarfes 
of enthytiafin, if not of fbmetbihg worfe; — and 
thus your readers are made to begin the pefufal 
of yout book under an impreifion, that tends to 
preclude all impartial judgment : and 1 muft al* 
low, fuppoGng this Ihould be your plaii^ that it 
has every merit but that of fair dealing; for nothing 
can be fo likely to fecure the fuffrage of the friends 
of found religion, and the lovers of their couritry, as 
t^us to infinuate that both Church, and Slate atfe 
expofed to danger, from inftitutions ^hich you arc 
preparing to attack, and which you appeat fo wil- 
ling to deftroy. But 1 fliall paufe no longer here- 
in the courfe of my examination of your bocik^ 
there will be no want of opportunity to comment 
upon this unjullifiable mode of proceeding. Uyba 
begin lb ill, you end much worfe, and perhaps it 
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vill be found at lau^ that the writer, who is (b eagle-* 
eyed to difcover impending danger, can indulge 
himrelf in language,^ which if ftretched to its ob-, 
vious confequences, would leave him no great 
caufe for triumph, let his influence, on thofe he has 
contrived to miflead, be what it may. 

It will now^ Sir, fave much time, of which I have 
certainly none to fpare, and it may ferve to clear 
away a great deal of rubbifli, which by fom^ per- 
haps may be miftaken for argument, if I ftate at 
pncc to the Public^ that the queftion which I now 
propofe to difcufs, is not whether irregularities have 
cxifted, but whether they have, or have not beeq 
correfted. Allowing therefore, for argument's fake| 
all the truth fuppofed to attach to the Affidavits^ 
they abfolutely have no meaning, that can poffibly 
implicate either Young, or his fchoql, unlefs diey 
can be made to bear upon the condu6t of either, 
fince that conduQ, (as I am about to prove) ha^ 
been free from all reproach. . 

I have at this moment before me, a detailed ac- ! 

count of a vifit which you. Sir, in company with I 

Mrs. Bere and Mr, Box, condefcended to pay to 
Henry Young on the twenty-fifth of March 1 800 ; 
the circumftances that occurred, on that day, are 
too numerous to admit of a particular recital ; but 
the praife you fo liberally beftowed,on the good ef* 
feQs qf the Schoolmafter's inftruflion, without the 
fipalleft trace of blame for any part of his beha- 
viour^ not to mention your gracious acceptance 


oF the poor man's fitnple hofpkality, muft prove 
beyond alt contradiSion to any mind imbued wth 
the leaft tinfture of common fenfe, that you then 
was fully fatisfied not only with the man, bui alfo 
with his general conduft in the difcharge of the 
duties of his office ; confequendy that the abufes 
complained of (and certainly not improperly) by 
Mrs. Bere in her letter of the 8th of January tjg^ 
were endrely cured on the 25th of March 1800. 

Now, Sir, I muft argue thus for your owo fake, 
fince if you did not rcaHy think during the above- 
mentioned vifit that Young had ceafcd to aft impro- 
perly, you muft be fuppofed to have condufted 
yourfelf with a degree of hypocrify of which I can- 
not think you capable; becaufe within fo fhorta time 
as ten days after this interview, you wrote your firft 
letter of accufation to Mrs. More, and your fecond 
on May the 8th, wherein apprehenfions of enthufi- 
afra, and even of fedition, are blended with the 
ridiculous depofidon of Silas Derrick. I am too 
remotely fituated to have any means of knowing 
the charafter of this young man ; but be that as it may, 
I fhall take the liberty to draw this concliifion ; that 
you were fo provoked (whether juftly or not, is not 
myprefent bufinefs to inquire) by the fuppofed re- 
fle£tion upon your charafter to be found in Young's 
words as fvrorn to by Silas Derrick, that you feem 
from that moment to have become his bitter enemy ; 
but finding that a legal procefs would not anfwer, 
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although you had been fo loud in your threats of 
a profecution^ you even determined to revive m 
fiory of old abufes long fince reQified, and fo to 
elfe6l the removal of the Schoolmafier from the 
{larifh of Blagdon. 

I have no fear, Sir, when I exprefs my fclf thus 
ltrongIy» becaufe after all the attention I have beep 
iable to pay to the fubjeft, I have not yet difcov- 
ered a Ihadow of proof in the cafe you have obtru- 
ded on the public, that Young or his fcholars aded 
with the lead impropriety beween the 25th of March 
and the 8th of May when you, thought proper to 
tranfmit to Mrs. Hannah More fo violent an accu- 
fation. 

Perhaps I fhall be referred for this proof, to the 
feveral affidaviu drawn up in fucb formidable array; 
butexcufe me, Sir; allowing for the prefent thai 
they are liable to no fufpicion^ and allowing that 
the awiiil fanftion of an oath, did keep all the depo« 
nents within the ftrid line of truth, yet I can never 
grant. that tefUmony given ib much at random, with-- 
out a fingle date of any particular occurrence, can 
be brought in proof of fafls, fiippofed to have been 
committed within a given time. 

Take the trouble, Sir, to examine the affidavits 
iprom the firft to the lafl^ and let me challenge you 
to produce a (ingle line that records a (ingle ,date 
that can guide the reader: to a deciiive opinion of 
the day, of the month, or even of the year when a 
particular fa£l took place: it was incumbent upon 


you to demonftrate improper proceedings in d« 
School, fince the 25th of March 1800. Have you 
done fo ? you felt it was not in your power; but Jtt 
fhould feem, that trufling to the prevailing influence 
of prejudice, you thought it would anftver your puri 
pofe as well, to throw thefe monftrous compofitiom 
on the public, and that the alarm of Methodifm^ 
the dark hints of fomething worfe, and I know not 
what inlinuauons of the kind, would make that go 
down as proof, which in fa£l is alto^ther unworthy 
qf the name ] 

I aflume then, Sir, as a faft, uncontroverted by 
any thing to be found in your elaborate perform- 
ance, that all the body of evidence, of which you 
feem fo proud, and upon which the Gentlemen con- 
vened by yourfelf at Blagdon, came to fo unani- 
inous a decifion, proves juft nothing at all for your 
^aufe, becaufe nothing can juftify your mode of pro- 
ceeding fince the. 25th of March 1800, or fix tbc 
flighteft ftigma upon Young, much lefs upon Mrs. 
More, and her inftitutions^ but deer and pofidve 
proof, that one or more of the abufeshaveexiftedj 
and have been approved of, fince that period : but 
here, Sir, you have totally failed 

I beg however to be underftood, as having no 
defign fo foon to quit the fubjeft of the affidavits: 
it is true, that you are heartily welcome to all the fup- 
port they can give you, refpefting former occur- 
rences, if it Ihall be founds on exaniination, that they 
^rc of any real weight. Indeed I have no intea- 
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txm to deny OTproprfetics having cmce exiftec^ 
{aot however to the extent fpecified in your pai»- 
phlefi^) bui; ajt the fame time, I n)aintain^ that they 
were efiEbiSLaally cmed, as foon as knowa. Yet I 
liuft to be able to Ihew, that ftrong fufpidon at 
feafi: attaches to moft of thefe affidavits, and that 
ihey ought not to have been received, with fuch im- 
plkk faith^ becaufe the leading fa£ls contained in 
' riiena, were flatly contradifted by perfons, whofe 
leftimony, finile as you may, Sir, was perfeBly 
unexceptionable. 

A fortof introdufUoR, to this part of the fubjpQ;, 
i& foggefted by yourfelf : there is an air of triumph 
ID the words, "the fwearing fyftem began at Cowflip 
Cjre<Mf> /' but how, Sir, did it begin ? I found that 
afel^oolqaafterin Mrs. H. Mores employ, had been 
^larged with fundry mifdemeanors, and that his re- 
moval from his office w^as requefted, by the Curate 
<pf JBiagdon; Sir, in kindnefs to the poor man, who 
iiras ready to fwear to the fajfliodd of the charge? 
broiig)i(t ag^inft him, and who feemed to have no 
pther way to juftify bimfelf, I took his depolition ^ 
tiid the a»pparent necdOTity of the c?kfe feemed to allow 
of my receiving it ; but I confefs this aft of mine 
iim^ «ot pleafe me on refleftion, and I now tfainkr 
jbpineafure, whatever inay have been its motive, not 
3»holly free from blame. Indeed I have great 
doufets whether the frequent praftice of taking affi- 
davits is juftifiable, ^nd J add no mean authority 
vben I cite the fagacious mind of Blackftone, as hav- 
ing entertained the fame. 


II 

You arc nov weleomf to your tx:iumi)h,*^And laui 
ificl|ncd to fiifped tb^t a ilifccrmng Public, will dif» 
cov^r fome di^c^nce bttweei) a o^gjftrate adminif- 
teiriDg one oath^io order to affocdan c;^pre0cd man 
the ooly xnean^ be could Qom^ at to defend bimlelf^' 
sml ? n^iftrate vbp adminifte^ no lefs than ten in 
Aiswm caufi^ and i^ vbipb tbere cpukl be w plea* 
Qf i;N^ceffity> two juAices always refiding in the 
neigbboorhooda wbofe alliance yra^ ready to lave 
yoM| Sir, from &> very irregular a proceeding; but 
more pf this hereafter. 

You canuot be furprifed. Sir, that I have dq 
deCgn of going liep by ftep through all the accu- 
Cations, whjch were intended to overwhelni M^ 
Haimah M^re^s Schooimafter, on the latth of No* 
vember t it muft be confeffled they had their full' 
eSefl m the xmnds of the gemlemen you thought' 
proper' to convene on that day : it flK>uId (eeo^ 
th^t '^ quantity of the charges, operated fo as to' 
conceal their quality ; I mud ftill however diQqr 
froin them in opinion ; for one fingle fad well 
authfjiticated and duly afcertainied^ in point <^ 
tin^e, WQu)d have more weight with nie than the 
whole niafs of evidence^ fo loojb in its contexture^ 
^d fo deficient in points effisntial to make it good^ 
whi^)> yc^ brought forward with t> much confi- 
dcoc;je»:9nd» to do tUe jg;entlemen juftice^ which they 
reqciycd with a conviClion ftrong enough to con- 
cc;al frpm their vie\y the great impropriety of your 
mode of colle£ling it, which 1 Ihall always maior 
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tain was of {o glaring a (btt» that Young ought not 
to have b^en condemned, but rather difmiffed widi 
compaffion, on account of the un£dr advantage 
that had beei^ taken to effe£i his downfai. 

Whatever might have been the opinion entertain- 
ed by thofe gentlemen^ of the depofition of Mar- 
garet Thom^ I mull ftill take leave to declare^ that 
the voluntspy offer of fuch a quantity of compli* 
Cf^ted matter, that occurred (if it did occur) at leaft 
two years ago, from a low and uneducated mind, 
baffles all the nodons I \\2L\e ever formed of the 
limited extept of human powers ; nor can I get rid 
pf the difficulty without reforting to the idea (you 
mud excufe me, Sir,) that you might polfibly, with- 
out any ill defign, have brought out iby leading 
qu^ftions, a recital, which, without fuch aid, might 
never have attra6led the notice of the public ; but 
do not miftake me. Sir, I intend not the fmalleft 
imputation : — I only hold if to be fcarcely in 
human nature to avoid queftions of that kind on 
fuch an occallon. For my own part I am free to 
add, that fuch is n^y cbnvidion of my own in- 
firmity, that 1 would not place myfelf in fudi cir- 
cumffances, for all the world has to offer; nor can 
I fuffici?ntly acjpiire the wifdom of that eftabliflied 
rule (however you may have ventured to break 
through it) which precludes a magiftrate from ex- 
tending his judicial capacity to any cafe that has the 
remoteft connection with his own intereft or ad- 
vantage, • . ' 
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If I remember right. Sir, this woman*s affidavit 
vas in your own hand Writing, and the alledged fa£t' 
of Young's <* praying for the French" was in a gi- 
gantic letter, with evident intention of attrading 
the notice of Dr. Croflman ; biit L am really fur- 
prifed to find in the printed affidavit, that although 
not fparing in italics, you have fuffi^ed this paflage 
to hide itfelf under the common letter. Yet this 
caution of yours is eafily accounted for. At length 
perhaps you have found out, that fuppoCng you 
iheant a charge of this fort, it was of a higher nature 
than fuch a punifhment, as a fimple removal from 
the fchool, could reach ; and perhaps you now fee, 
that if the ufe of thofe words conftituted the crime 
that ieems to be infinuated, you may not have been 
quite corre^ in taking no ftronger notice of fb dan-* 
^rous a man. 

Thus, Sir, you perceive that by fixing this charge 
upon Young, you might involve yourfelf ; and the* 
world, I am perfuaded, will be of opinion that by 
thus proving too much, you prove nothing at all ; 
for I ifaall not forget to evince by a document liable 
tQ no exception, that this Schoolmafter is as re-» 
markable for his loyalty, as he is for honefty, and 
integrity: and, whatever you may think. Sir, he has 
a fpirit above his fituaiion, and was only deterred 
by his poverty from calling on his calumniators, to 
prove in a court, where equal juftice is dtfpenfed to 
;|11, that thefe dark infinuations ¥rere well founded* 
^ut I muft beg your pardon; upon looking agaiq 
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at fim curious affidavit,^ I fiodl anolber pa02^ b 
foimed out wuh your u&ial ing^nuity^ and in ^p- 
pqct of what appeals to be your graqd feheine». thauL 
of fiattemig ibroiigli the world fuffucioni^ of the in- 
JLurioos tendency of Mrsu Hannah More'$ inftitu-* 
^oofc. How? very let the ar gjuments as above fu$ce 
fiur this fentence alfo. 

!• have reafoned thus far, Sir, upop the fuppofi. 
tjoB that fome fmaUer parts of this wofnaa*$ afSd^-r. 
niit^ might have had fcxne foiindation, at a time 
wken k is confeffed^ there were irregular proceed- 
'wffjk, that wanted (what they received) immediate 
eorre^on. But now, Sir, it is full time to ob- 
fcinre» that however formidable her evidence might 
liave appeared at the meeting of ithe i9th of No^ 
irei^bef , it has fince loft aUnoft all its force^ owing 
to» a communication from the Rev. Mr,.Boak^ ref- 
fedang the former life and adventures of the faid 
^Hkifaigaret Thorn* Sir, that letter has fully fatis6ed 
tie Chancellor of the Diocefe, and Du CroiTman^ 
1^ Ke6lor of Blagdon : and it would be furprifmg^ 
ifidbed, as 1 9^ perfuaded Mr. fioak is well able 
u^ fubftantifite his fa6ls, if it did not fatisfy me. Bi^L 
you a& with an air of triumph, ^* Why did not Mr. 
¥ Boak attend the meeting ? Sir, I anfwer your 
fueftton by putting another : Why did not you in- 
viitebim? Whei) h many of the neighbouring Cler- 
gy were convened, why was the Re&or of Brock- 
ky left oiit J? Did ypu happen to recoiled that 
ymir witnels on^^ lived in Mr. Boak's Emily, and 
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confequmtly that her credit mi^ be Siatoi%y 
ins trofs-exaimitiaitton ? 

Thefimplcfaa-isthis: Mr. BoA Iciieir iicttJf 
any futh depofition as that of Kfargardt ThonI, tiB 
Tome time after the day of the meeting, Yoar^uct 
tion tiierefore, why he did not attend, isaidwerei 
'^ once. But I have dweh too tnach upon ^ (Ms. 
"Yfet no apology is due to you. Sir, Whatever there 
Tday beto the publit, for detaining it (b long. YoU 

• li^aivetaktncareto temove every Tcruplc from my 
tifind, Tiot-orily by the inference deducible Irofti 
yotfr w^oie book, but by the extraofcKnary poim 
^crfview, in which you have ventured to produce 
me i)efore the public eye. Ofc^urfe, I ftaU not 
Yorget my dwa defence : but at prefent I muft pafs 
"Vivik ha8y remark over two or three more df thefc., 
^fatuous d^pofidons ; and certainly it i^ bur a juft - 
icotnpHment tohegiti with your own. HoweTer,i( 
can fcarce detain me a iponrent ; I neediio| rennild 
you, ^r, that the Gentlemen alfembted at filag- 

•3id<M|, paflfed on from the affidavit of Thomas Bere^ 

as nothing at all to the purpofe I not as queftionable 

<br its truth, but as proving nothing againft Young, 

Yoii friuftnow give hie leave to touch upon a 

* page 6t two 'in yckir book, Which purports to be an 
**^Infdrtnation of Sarah, the wife of the Rev. Thomas 
*ei^.* On fii^ft reading it, I confefs I did not un- 
^dt^dland the title ^^^infdrmatftm,'' and naturally call 
*iy dye ferwiards to fee 'wheihef it was upon oath^ 
**ro my utter aftonifhtnent noTuch record was to' be 
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found t And do you ferioufly thinks Sir, that in 
a cafe that has been made to depend fo much on 
oaths, I can admit fucb an unmeaning paper to be 
any evidence at all ? Although it (hould feem to 
have been flipped in amongft the affidavits, in the 
hope of its paffing for fuch with the inattentive 
reader. However, Sir, bad this paper been fworn 
to a thoufand times over^ it could have proved no- 
things but improprieties acknowledged and corred- 
ed. For the public will pleafe to obferve, that dus 
pompous information is nothing more than Mrs* 
Bere*s letter, of the 8th of January, 1 799, reviv- 
ed and new dreffed on the 11th of November, 
1800, I fuppofe, for the purpole of making its ap- 
pearance before the Gentlemen on the 12th: con* 
fequently that . it does not afFe6l to charge upon 
Young, or bis School, thefmalleft irregularity fmce 
the fith of January, 1 799, — which is more than fuffi- 
cient for my argument. 

I nifift now pafs on to the affidavit pf *^ the La- 
dy of the Lord of the Manor of Blagdon.^ In 
other words, to a certain letter, which afiVnxied 
the (blemn fli^pe of an oath, when its evidence 
was wanted at Blagdon. And here you muil give 
me leave to obferve, diat this Lady, for whom I 
have all due refpeft, is not greatly in your debt> 
nor has flie any great rcafon to be proud of the 
title, with which you have been pleafed to bring 
her forward, for the plain purpofe of giving cre- 
dit to your evidence againft Young. And in 
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fenous earned, Sir, I cannot wonder you are 
fevere upon your enemies, if you arc fo haitl 
upon your friends ; befides good charader wants 
not the aid of fuch ^ blufliing honours** to fet it 
off. But to return. 

Mrs. Paribus fwore before the Magiftrate to the 
particulars of a converfation with Young, wherein 
he certainly appears to talk at random, and in very 
foolifli language. Yet in a letter written foon afcer 
to Mrs. Manba More (which I fhall be obliged to 
pijblifh to the world) I find (bme remarkable ex* 
4preffions^, which iridicate that (he has by no means a 
had opinion of either Mr. Young or the School. She 
nacknowledges alfo, that when ihe wrote her letter 
to Mrs. Bere, (be had no idea of being calkd on to 
atteft it ; a ciicumftance, I confefs, that ftrikes me 
as well worthy of notice. 

But this. Sir, is not all. When applied to by 
the worthy and tefpeftable Mr. Drewitt, flie de- 
clared to him, that as to the word "preach, '* (he 
WQold Bot be pofitive ; h might be ^' teach, read, 
or ipftni^'' I beg leave to add alfo, that this Lady> 
opiniou of an <^ enthufiaft*' muft rK>t be received 
as any great authority, becaufe, if I am not mifiti- 
fonned, ffie fs in communi(Hi with a clafs of diflen- 
tcrs, who xnuft, to ad confiftently with their creed, 
pronounce, fomt of the leading dofirines believed 
in the church of Engbnd, to be mere entfauflafin. 
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—You are now welcome^ Strj to miaikc the moft of 
the evidence to be gathered from the affidavit of 
«< die Lady of the Lord of the Manor of Blagdon.^ 
There is however a paflage in the above depofi* 
tion, that is fo dignified by die . lize of its letter 
(which always seems to denote mifchief ) that I can- 
not luflFer it to pafs without remark, and you may 
learn from this once for all, Sir^ that every one of 
your allufions are very well .underftood, and the in* 
ference you would have the public draw from them, 
treated by Mrs. H More with the contempt thqr de- 
ferve. But I Qiail content royfelf in reply with fim^ 
ply declaring to that public, what I dare lay you 
need not be told, that the eftabliflied rule through^ 
out all her (cfaools^ is to admit no children under fix 
years okl ; which rule is founded upon plain and 
obvious reafons ; and for a full explanation of this^ 
I beg leave to refer to Mrs. More's litde tra£l, enti- 
tled the Hiftory of Hefter Wilmot, or the fecond 
part of the Sunday School : and I have no fcruple 
to add that in my juc^gmcnt the ciiftom of admitting 
" grown up people" to hear the printed fermoh, and 
the printed prayer read, on Sunday Evenings, is 
one of the moft ufefiil parts of the' inftitution. Ig- 
norance alas ! is not confined to infancy, and 
every Calendar at every affizes, fliews, in but loo 
ftrong colours, the fad eflFeas of a want of religious 
inftru£Uon; and I aiQ bold to add, that the idle 
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boiir^pf a Sunday. Evening are among the oioft 
fias^rous to public mara|U, and that any plan whici^ 
feciicei their being well employed (as that of Mrs. 
Hannah More certainly dpes) ought to have the 
fupport . of every, lover, of his country^ of eveiy 
friend tp mankind. 

A wosd Qt two now rei^Qing what you are j^ea- 
fed to call, ^the private Monday Meeting/* Yoo 
haveiqund this^ Sir> to be a very convenient talk- 
ing horfe, behind which you always retire for lafety^ 
when likdy . to be bafSed^ and when you want to 
make. ready for a frelh attack; but I mean now to 
deprive you of it for ever, by attowing that at the 
time of Mrs.Bere's firft complaint to Mrs» H»Mare».. 
there was fome foundation for it ; and that iuch. ef^ 
fufions of vulgar minds^ as they may be turned to 
bad ufe, called for that check which they immedU ' 
ately received ; and by aflerting that if fuch a meet- 
ing has exiAed fince the abufes were complained o^ 
it has been in a form the molt innocent r-ibme ten or 
a dozen people meetingi after, their bodily, labor was 
fini(hed to read a book together for the improve- 
ment of their minds* Yet as even this is liable to 
abufe, and that there may not be the leaft appearance 
pf evil^,! am free to confefsmy opinioQ, that it is a 
cuftom ^^ more honored in the breach than the ob^ 
{ervance/* and that it was wifely difcontiotted* 

I have now, Sir, done with the affidavits* Hav- 
ing paid due refpcQ. to the chiefs, I (hall dilmiik the 
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fubaltcrns without notice ; they prov^ nothing that I 
deny ; they difprove nothing that I aflert. You 

^ " are wel^Qsae, Sir, to all the fenfelefs jargon colleft- 
ed with fuch diligence from various quarters ; it 
confifts of little more than hearfay^ and as fuch, can- 
not be allowed to operate in fupport of your caufe,-^ 
I was indeed very near forgetting your Fathcr-in* 
law Mr. Box, and his ridiculous errand to Nailfea; 
(an errand, by the way, Sir, th^t did hirt no credit, 

' ' ■ ^ your caufe no good.) But I (hould not have 

forgotten the juft defence of Young, againft all the 

blame you have endeavoured to fix oh him, during 

r his rcfidence in that village, all founded upon a fin- 

- gle iFka, doubtlul at beft, and which, in my opinion, 

cannot poffibly ftand againft the coqnter^evidence 

^ y in the appendix. A letter from the refpedable Mr. 

^ Hart, \f\^fh WlU make a ps^rt of it, may perhaps con- 

jl yince the public, that Henry Young even at NaiU 

. &a, maintained as good a chars|£ter as moft men ; 

• and perhaps it will hot be very well pl^afed with 

.'. the infinuadons of the Curate of Blagdon. 

. I come now. Sir, to place before the public a 
circumftancp, which, althqugh it appears upon the 
Tace of different letters$ might efcape obfervation, 
from the quantity of matter in which it is enveloped. 
There can be no doubt qf the propriety of my de- 
mand of the produ&ion qf the witnefTes, who fworc 
fo ftrongly againfl Young ; but you refufed to com- 
ply with it. Your reafon appears in your anfwer to 
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my letter ; let the world jiicfge whether or no it be 
fatisfaftbry. What, Sir! when puhlic ftifpicion had 
^rown out infinuations, that ftruck at the root of 
your refpeSability, was it fufEcient to offer fo cold 
an excu& as the decision at WelTs, which after all^ 
as you well knew, was nothing official P Suffer xnt 
to remind j^ou^ Sir, that there is a Court of honour, 
eftablilhed in the bofom of every virtuous man, 
whofe decrees are ever prompt and decifive } he 
Tcquirtt tio hint from any other quarter ; he aflcs no 
counfel but from his own mind ; if wrongfully ac- 
cufed, and if he has the means at hand to do away 
the accufaiion, he feels it a duty which he owes to 
Ibciety, as w^Il as to himfelf, to lofe no time, iti 
confrontmg his accufers andbringingthem to fliame. 
You teld a plain path before you, and I wonder 
much you did not purfue it. 

I aiq perfeiftly aware, Sir, of your infinuations 
agatntf the credibility of the witneffes on ihe part oT 
Ymmg, but it remains to be demonftrated diat they 
are wefl founded ; the firft proof you ougjht to have 
brought forward flbioutd have been fome defeft df 
charaQer, that threw fufpicion upon their teftimony ; 
there was no attempt of the kind, and could any 
thiiVg of the fort have been produced, regard for 
your own caufe would certainly not have luffered 
you to keep it back : refpefting your implied cavil 
at their connexion with Mrs. Hannah More, ai 
]>eing in her employ, if there is any weight in the 


pbji6(5Ho% it will prove too much for your €ale; 
fince il ipttft gel dd of al} the fruit and advantage of 
Mrs. Berc'^ exertions^ as. ihe is much more nearly 
conneQed vitb the Curate of Blagdon^ and much 
more liable to the fufpicicni of leaning to his inte- 
reftj, than they can poffibly be» of inclining to that 
of their excellent Patronefs : as for the poor, expe* 
dient of reciting the mean occupations of thefe peo- 
plCj^ it is below contempt : even the pauper is par- 
ticularly fpeciBed, as if a pauper could not. be an 
honeft man ! 

But I marvel. Sir, that you negleded to diftin- 
guifli your own witnefles by their feveral callings j 
by your total filerice on this head (with the ex- 
ception of the Efquire at the bottom. of the lift) it 
ihould feem that Young*s friends would lofe but 
little by the comparifon. 

Hitherto, Sir, I have argued for others, but, it is 
now time to remember myfelf ; and I come at, once 
to thofe parts of your bopk, which have fingled 
me out as their particiilar objefk, and in a ftyle 
which is plainly intended to bear hard upon that 
caufe, which I have done myfelf the honour to de- 
fend : it happens however that you have applied 
few things to my name, but what will receive a full 
confutadon from what follows. 

In your 3«d page you have thefe words ; *< it 
came out at the meeting of the 12 th of Novembei*, 
that Sir A. Elton advifed I might have copies of the 
charges, that Were fecretly brought againft me, and 
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fnd diClat^d or had feeti a note granting me ibc per* 
Intfllofi I required." Nov, Sir, trading to 117 
own recofledion, and wid)out confblting the Geit- 
tlemen wlio were prefent, I declare widiout TcTupte 
that I pofitivety avowed nayfelf the advHer of Ac 
tefu&l you met with from Mrs. More, fiating thtt 
I was in her houfe when her note was written, and 
approved of its contents ! 1 

I am not called upon to give my reafons for bav- 
mg thus advifed Mrs. Hannah More; but cettainly^ 
Sir, I could not but think the full audiori^ (he 
had giveii t& Dr. Croflman, to communicate to you 
-what papers he thought proper, was all that you 
<:ould poffibly defire. 

Again, Sir; in your 5 7th page you treat the piib* 
lie with a moft extraordinary defcriptioh oiF Sir A* 
Elton, his attorney, Mr. Filher, — Capt. Simmons^ 
and Mr. Defcury appearing for Mrs. Hannah 
Mbre ; and in your 58th you are not afraid to afiert 
^ that I denominated myfelf her advocated I will 
Hot aSkf Sir, to what can all this tend ? your objeft 
is but too evident. I will not wafte time in expref- 
iion^ of aftanifliment at fuch ftrange, .fuch hardy 
alfenions : you know, Sir, that Mr. Fifher was not 
ffiy Attorney, becaufe I openly fiated before you, 
and the other Gentlemen, that he attended to affifi: 
an iine<kicated man, in arranging the evidence in his 
defence ; by what logic then do you prove that in 
wiping fi>, he afied as my Attorney ? As for Capt 
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Siounons and Mr. Dcfcurjr who; tdoiL but a hmaii 
part in th^ bufin^b of ihe day» tb<^ . GemJeoiat 
qame not with me, nor did I avail osyfelf of their 
alEftance ; bow tben is it j»roved tbat I ftood lefii 
alone than yourfelf ? Bui fonicthing ftiU beaviet 
i^mains againft you, for fo iar froni deoomiiiaiti^ 
ipyfelf the advocate of Mrs. H. Mom^ I dobied i( 
in die mod pofitive terms ; wbich nmft be io die^ 
recoHe^on of e^ery Genileman prefenl : oae in- 
deed, my worthy friend Mr. Leeves, afluied me 
on being a^^Iied to, that he well remembered niy de« 
daring, that I was not the advocate of Mrs. More ! l 
Bad however as aU thiSniuft be allowed to haver 
been, worie, much worfe remains behind : for what 
is the inference you are rafli enough lo draw ffoni 
tbe pofidon of my having avowed myfelf Mrs. 
More's advocate ? How dare you. Sir, cbnxe for- 
ward to tlie world with fo monftrous an aiferti(»i5 
as that *' Sir A. Elton," before thofe whom you have 
the effrontery to call my wiineffi^s, caine forward* 
to be fworn, openly declared *^ this was liot 9t 
Court which could take cogni&nce of perjury> nor 
could any one be called to account &x what they 
faid there.*' And this infinuadon feems to be ient 
forth, to perfuade thofe, who know me not, Aat I 
am capabfle of fuch flagrant 0|}f€jQiDdQ& ! As fm: 
thofe to whom I am kniown, I am not too proud in 
affbrtingy that they cannot believe you; but I koHnL' 
to defend myfelf ; yet lei me tell you> Skj that xiyt. 
principles are too high even to conceive a behaviour 
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So bafe in any other naan ; DG«d t then ohfcrve tkat 
it was impoffible to defcend fo low myfelf ? there is 
not a word uttered by me on ihat day^ Sir, that I 
ih(HiIdfear>to fubmit to the fevereft fbrutiny of the 
lyhole world ; 1 appeared as the Prote£kor of an in- 
jured man; as the oppoferof oppreflion : you fay 
I did not fpatie you ; I am ^ad, Sir^ to ^e told 
from, fuch good authority^ that I did not. (It is 
not my charaSer to be a&aid of any man, when fo 
impFefled with a fenfe of duty as I was on that me- 
jmorable occafion.) The words theiafelves, when 
properly decompofed and iinpted to their rcaiX 
meaning, contained nothing but truth : and there 
.might have been xoom for fuch, in the courfe of the 
argument, that I found my fdf called upon to adopt. 
It remained for you, Sir, to put them in fornix and 
to give them that particular place, in your remarks 
on the proceedings of the day, which might beil 
ferve a pyrpofe, that I think an impartial public can 
beat no lofc to difcovcr. 

Soinuch for myfelf : but 1 Ihall take the liberty 
to add, that this habit of mifreprefentation is not 
confined to wkat relates to me. You can throw 
Aninge colours on what others dp alio. I have do- 
cuments in my poffeffion. Sir, figned by the ret 
pe6ied names of Leeyes and Wylde, which prove 
you to have perverted, in a very extraordinary man- 
ner, the obje£i of their viiit at Blagdon, upon the 
14th of November. I allude to a letter <;ommu* 
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nicated to me by Dr. Crolfman. (But you will 
pleafe to obferve. Sir, that you have no right to 
complain of this, after having fpread before the 
public ey^all his letters, without the' decent form 
of aflcing his permiffion.) This fuppreffed paper 
alfo proves to a denionllration, that your attack 
upon Young, however you might hate the man, 
and wifh for his remo^l, was a mere feint ; and as 
it (hould feem, only made a fmall part of your 
grand plan, of bringing into difgracc Mrs. More's 
inftitutions. But it will be left to the worid to judge 
of thefc documents, as they will make a part oFthe 
appendix. 

I have alfo feen another letter to your worthy 
Rcflor, which fpeaks in very different terms of cir- 
cumftances that followed the Blagdon meeting, from 
thofe in the letter you have printed. In your nia- 
nufcript your phrafe is, « a moft brilliant illumina- 
tion," aiwl you endeavour to be witty upon my 
having ** light and mufic, part of my way home/' 
Whereas in print, becaufe an apology was wanted, 
you (lightly mention three bells, and a few candles 
in three cottages. Sir, I will not al^ why you fup- 
preffed thefe letters : it is in moft cafes a very fuf- 
picious circumftance — ^what it is in yotirs, let the 
public determine. 

I have now. Sir, eftablilhed a great part of my 
cafe, fo far as appears to me to be neceffary for the 
fatis&Qionof the world, I have proved that your 
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boaflcd alEdaYits^ ftippofii^ no fufpicion to attdch 
to them, afford not the fligbteft evidence of any 
fault either in the fchoolmafter^or his fchooY« fince 
the 25th of March iSoo, when you exprefled your 
entire approbation of both. But I have farther 
proved that the affidavits themfelves are of a very 
doubtful complexion, and it is ftill my opinic^ that 
cpnfidering the mode in which, and the perftm by . 
v^hom they were taken, they ought not to be ad* 
duced in proof of any thing* Still further, I have 
proved^ from various inftances of your careleffnefe 
]Q ailertion^ that the fads you advance are at beft 
but queftionable. And you^. need not be told, Sir> 
that, if yoi^r premiles are defective, your conclufi* 
ons cannot illand a fingle moment* But I dp not 
charge you. Sir, with wilful falfehood. I take no 
pieafure in forming bad c^inions of mankind* I can 
attribute great influence to the well known treach- 
eiy of the human heart, which has To often miffed the 
bed underftandings : and I can allow; that, mi the 
prefentinftance, your memory may have been more' 
in fault than your will, and that in your baftetojuf-^ 
tify yourfelf, and vilify the fchool (from what mo« 
tive it is for the public to infer) you miftook for 
truth, whai an impartial world will, I think^ caD&^ 
der as coming far fhort of it. 

I make no apology for the afperity of ftyle, or 
fqr the flrong terms with which my pen has marked 
the feversd.parts of your condu3. There are occa- , 
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fions, Sir, when calmnefe would be treachery to 
ourfelves and the pubjic, and when anger can hardly 
be called a crime. Had you fufFered in filence, I fliould 
have fufFered with you : for 1 coutd cafity prove 
that the man, whom you no doubt confider as your 
enemy, has protefted your fame, and endeavoured 
to avert mifchief from you^ with as much zeal as if 
he had been your friend. Had you evep come for- 
ward ta the public with a maply appeal, ** unmixed 
with bafer matter," *t Ihould have pafled no cen- 
fure on fuch a proceeding. But to fpek for com- 
fort under the lols of your Curacy, by involving 
•> in one common cenfure — a Bilhop fo venerable for 

his years and bis wifdom ; — ^his Son, the Chancel- 
lor» fa noted for themildnefs of bis temper, and fen: 
his patient fpirit of inveftigation, becaufe they ufed 
their acknowledged power in your removal; — ^next 
your worthy Reflor, whole high charafterfor fenfe 
and virtue, joined to the great authority under 
which he afted, not to mention feventeen years of 
tlic mofl kind, and liberal treatment that ever Curate 
cxperieiKed, ouglu to have proved his fure protec- 
tion from the (hafts of yqur unfeeuily ridicule f— then 
foUows Mr. Defcury, againCt whom Mrs. Bere brings 
forward a cjiarge of his having ufed words, which 
are pronounced by one of your own fpends* to be 
*^. bordering on bla^hemy.'* Such a charge! againft 
a man of found rel^ion from his early youth ; againft 
a man dignified, by the efteem arid confidence of 

« ♦ The Rev. Edward Crofs. ' 
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Dr. Maclaine, whofe wifdom and whole pic^ ate 
far above ray praife !— 4o biing farward M thiflb 
under cover of an appeal agatnft opprefli<Mi9 vay 
well juftify terms of the (evereft indignation. Yet 
all this I could almoft have forgiveiv-^had yoa 
fpared another nanie^ that muft intereft in its de^ 
fence, eveiy lover of true religion, every friend to 
adive virtue !->^a name — let me tell you» Sir, dttt 
will live in the praifes of a grateful pofterity, when 
yours and mine have been long buried in oblivion 1 

In one word, Sir, what is the leading objed of 
your book ? Is the conclufion a raft one that yoq 
have fomothing more in view than you are wfiUng 
to declare ? Who can be forprifed (bould the* 
public have deduced the inference, not merely that 
Young is an enthufiaft» and that he is regardlefs of 
^his duty, both as a fubje6t and a man ; but ^t the 
Sunday Schools in genera], are feminaries of sie- 
thodifm, if not of fomething worfe, and all by the 
connivance, and even by the approbation of Han-i 
NAH More! 

No wonder, Sir^ that my hand trembles as I cou- 
ple fuch a name with an inuendo fe atrocious!««No 
wonder that I feel myfelf at a lofs for words of fufl 
ficient force, to exprefs my zeal for a reputation 
fo iacred ! — I might indeed leave it, and per- 
haps it might be moft dignified to do fo, Co die 
fure fupport of public opinion-. I mi^t confident* 
ly truft to the fuffrage of the wife and good, who 
will ever be found on the fide dF Hannah MoiCt 
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Nerenhelefs, Sir,' ahhiDUgb her caufe needs noe 
. ibe ftip|)OTt of .argument^ I will cond^fcend to x^W 
ydviy.that Hfimiah More, vho, I had almoft (aid, has 
ddbe as much to (erve her country both in church 
arid fiate, as almoft any individual th^i belongs 
, to either, mud be raifed far out of the reach of fo 
knpotentan attack; muft be £aie from all inquie* 
tude» be your obje£l what it may. The author 
of " ViUage Politics'*! — ^tbe real Patriot, who, in 
a tiuie of.the utmoft danger, when writings fubver- 
five of all order, and inimical to all government, 
were difperfed with fo much diligence among the 
lower orders of fociety, reduced her admirable^ la- 
ledti lo their level, and by fuch timely intcrpofi- 
tioi), was, I firmly believe, a great inftrument in the 
falvsition of her Country ! Such a chara6ler to be 
held up as carelefs either of the religious, or politi- 
cal principle of thofe fchools, which Ihc has watched 
oyi^r with fomuch jealoufy! And where, Sir, are your 
proofs of hofiility to the church ? even your, own 
friend Mrs. Parfons difclaims all idea of the kind as 
may be feen in her letter to Mrs. Martha More.* 

Sir, I declare to you, and to the public, and I 
ftake my whole credit upon the declaration, that 
the; admirable woman, againft whom your book 
feenis to caftfuch dark infinuations, has ever guarded 
her fchools with the utmoft jealoufy againft the in- 
trufion of methodifm. They »re all eftabliOied 
by fhetonfetit^ open to the infpeftion, and rpmov- 

* Vide Appenih'x* - - 
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Bbte at the pleafar^ of the clergymen, drroogbcnlt 
the ieveral pari&es. It can even be proved, ^SatBi 
«pon a report that yoa had thonght k not benealli 
the dignity of yoarolHce, to cavil from the pidpk, at 
ihe Blagdon School, an oiler was imnicdiaftely nsMide 
to rerjiove it* As for their interior arrangemefM: 
^and the nfual modes of Mftrudion, k is enou^ ta 
add, that I have feen ftateroents of every circoiie 
^fiance refating to them, in tfie hand-writing of duee 
X»rochial clergy — men of high chara€ter, to whom 
I ihave ifae honour to tke known, and tfaefe Hale* 
inehtSy Sir, when fubmitted to die tn(pedion of 
1[>ignitaries in the church, received their wanaadl 
approbation. 

Plain iangnage, Sir, becomes a «* plain unlet- 
tered man.*' I (hall teave to you the flowers of 
Ufaetodc, and afll thofe inrvoltstions of ftyle, which I 
lovm have greatly puzzled me, although they may 
%ave ^gained ycni many admirers ; be it my pan to 
ided in faBs, that want not the aid of meretricious 
ouiamc nt ; nor Iball I envy you tlicfuffrage of pre- 
judice, if I can obtain the concurrence of reafon, 
3iid eommon fenfe. Sir, I proteft againft that ma- 
tiagement, whatever proof it mayafibrd of faperk>r 
talent, whereby you hare endeavoured to involve « 
queftion, than which nothing can be more fimple. 
It was convenient for yourcaufe, perhaps kwaseC 
lentialto the fupport of it, that the public fiiould be 
made to believe that a fpirit of enthufiafm, hoftile to 
the Church, is the diftinguilhingTnarkt)fMrs. Han- 
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nab Morels inftitutions ; and tQ eftablifii this bold 
fuppofition) you have thought proper to bring for- 
ward, in every part of your hook^ and with all the 
parade and force of your favourite italiCf the pri- 
.vate Monday meeting, as a fpecimen of the general 
charafler,, and condu6l of the Sunday Schools. It 
is acknowledged that fucb a meeting was convened^ 
with great want of judgment, by the Schoolmafter : 
k is granted that extempore prayer, may have been 
ufedjfbut not often, by one or two illiterate members 
of it ; but I pofitively deny, that this very improper 
proceeding was either with the knowledge, or the ap- 
probation of Mrs. Hannah More ; and I maintain, as 
pofitively, that (he put an end to it, as foon as known, 
with marks of high difpleafure. It is ftill more 
material to declare to the public, that this meeting 
had no fort of conne£lion with the School itfelf^ 
and that noabufe whatever, was fufFered, at any time, 
to interfere with the regular empldyments of the 
Sunday Evenings. — I now. Sir, give you my full 
content, to make the moil of all you have thought 
proper to advance on this fubjeQ;. 

But it may be fit to ftate in one word, what thole 
employments are. You know. Sir, they confifl of 
a form of prayer, adapted to the ufes of the School ; 
a fermon from fome orthodox Divine, followed by 
a pfalm. And there has been a time, when you 
highly approved of parents, and other *^ grown 
up" relatives, attending with the children on thefe 
occafions : there has been a time when you fpoke 
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in very ftrong terms of the moral benefit accruing 
from the inftitution, and when the great decreafe of 
theft, and other crimes, in the parifh of Blagdon was 
attributed by yourfelf, to the influence of that prac- 
tical inftraflion, introduced by Mrs. Hannah More^ 
The change. Sir, is very remarkable— but it is not 
in the fchool: that continues identically the fame, as 
livhen you fo highly commended it. Whether the 
change is in you, and from what caufe, the public 
rtuft be left to determine; it far furpafles my feeble 
powers to penetrate fo great a myftery; unlefs indeed 
you will allow me to conclude, that a feeming defe6t 
in point of form, in Mrs. Hannah More's letter o^ 
the 4th of April 1 799, was never quite forgiven ;- 
that the fenfe of wrong, recovered its full ftrength, 
upon the fuppofed offence of Young, in the fpring 
of 1800, when your zeal for the church came in 
aid of fuch lawful refentment, infomuch that you, 
could then difcovef a change in the fchool, which, 
never ftriick you before, and was obliged of courfcj 
by a fenfe of duty to effeS, if poffible, its de- 
ftrufUon. 

But you give a note, on the letter of the 4th of 
April, which muft not be flightly paffedover, becaufe 
it was plainly intended to attach a meaning, to the. 
concife notice taken of Mrs. Bere's complaint, that 
the words themfelves cannot, with any juftice, be 
brought to bear ; a meaning plainly intended to 
operate in the ufual way, of fcattering doubts ref- 
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peQing the writer's watchfulnefs over her feyeral 
Ichools, and of inCnuating her indifference about 
their internal regulation. Sir, I fliall give you no- 
thing in reply but the hB, ; Mrs, Hannah More re- 
ceived Mrs. Berets letter, of the eighth of January, 
when in her bed with a moft fevere, and dangerous 
illnefs, and of courfe could not write any anfwerto 
it ; but the mifchief complained of, was put a flop 
to, by an order fent immediately to Young. On 
he fourth of April, when fcarce recovered, Mrs. 
More wrote the anfwer, which you have thought 
proper to lay before the public; now, Sir, it remains 
for you to prove upon this letter, the charge of eva- 
fion ; was it evafion to fell Mrs. Bere '« that ffie 
had defused her Sifter" (whofc allotted bufinefs it 
has always been to attend to all fuch matters,) « to 
fpeak to Mr. Young on the fubjeft?'' was the phrafe 
cold? why fhould it have been more animated ? — 
the evil, as cured fo long before, was naturally dif- 
miffed from a mind, which is always too much occupi- 
ed, to find time for fuperduous attentions, and to 
me, the wonder is, after fuch a period had elapf- 
cd, without jany new complaint, not that the notice 
was fo concife, but that any notice was taken at alK 
It is no pleafure to me, Sir, to go from one in- 
fiance to another, of your artful management, for 
purpbfes, which I deem altogether unjuftifiable;an 
upright mind ought not to have recourfe to fuch 
means, as you have condefcended to adopt, for the 
accomplilhment of your objeft; if your caufe was 
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good, you fiiould bave (lighted fuch arts^ as mine* 
ceflary ; if bad, your reading and experience 
Ihould have told you, that few men have ever fuc- 
ceeded by quitting the <^ onward path of iincerity^ 
that firft of virtues T' and that, generally peaking, 
fuch ^ager hafte to implicate others, is tlie fure way 
to involve ourfelvcs. 

I have been kd to thefe thoug|its by another note 
of yours, which may be confidered as affbrdAng a 
remarkable proof^ how dangerous it is to mukiply 
experiments^ when our objed is to degrade an ene* 
my in the public opinion ; the world will fcarcely 
believe me when I add, that your ftrange account 
of the poor' fchoolmafter's behaviour on Chcilimas 
day 1798, which no doubl has made conliderable 
impreflion, can be completely fet afide^ in a man- 
ner that will defy all fubterfuge^ and that will^ I 
think, fupport, with irjefiftible weight, feveral po- 
fitions I have laid down in the courfe of this addrefs* 
The excellent letter from Dr. Croflman, which takes 
the lead in die appendix^ and which renders my la- 
bour much ihorter than it wquld ptherwife have 
been, is the dpcument, to which I appeal for prooi, 
that the poor man's behaviour was perfeftly inno- 
cent^ although it has been defcribed in a ^yle that 
muft ihock every mind, not loft to all fenfe of de- 
cency, and tend, more perhaps than any other 
charge, to turn the public voice againft him» 

IconfeCs, Sir, my motive for adverting to ^ 
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extraordinary ftory, is to put thofe, who fliall ha^ 
nour me fo far as to read this letter, on their guard, 
as well againft your aflertions, as againft thei^- own 
inferences, from the plaufible ftatement you ha^ye 
thought proper to lay before the public ; yet I ain 
very far from wiihing that public to draw harfh con? I 
clufions, refpedling your veracity : may it indulge ^ 
with me the hope, that you contrive, in fome ine^c- 
plicable mode, to deceive yourfelf, and that you 
have too much honour and (ruth, to defcend fo 
low as deliberate mifreprefentation, for the attain- 
ment of any objeft whatever ; but fuffer toe. Sir, 
to remonftrate with you on fuch dangerous inad- 
yertency ; what, let me alk, would be your opimbn 
of any other man, who (hould write y^ith fo litdq 
icaution ? 

It is with pa;n, and grief, that I have found myfelf 
obliged to adopt fo feyere a ftyle, in writing to a 
Gendeman, with whom J have afted as a magiftrate^ 
and of whofe diligence, and ability, I have always 
fpoken with the praife which they deferve: it is with 
pain, and grief, that I bring forward any thing, which 
may tend . to lower you in the public eftimation j 
any thing that may caufe a (ingle pang to your 
mind, of which I am bound, qn chriftian principles, 
to be as tender, as of my own : neverthelefs, be- 
fore I quit this fubjeflt, you muft permit me to put 
it to your confcience, as a religious man, to your 
heart, as a feeling one, whether it was either juft, or 
J^ind, to look back fo far as the year 1798, for a 
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ftory to produce againft the poor SchoolmaAer k^ 
^ 80^ ! it could be of no importance to your pUm 
of proving him ^n en^hufiaft ; it had nothing to do 
ividi improprieties in the Sunday Schools ; was it 
then mere gratuitous unlpndnefs ? or rather, was 
it not brought forward, and printed in an early part 
pf your book, for the unfair purpofe of mking pot 
feifion of the re^di^r's mind, apdfo toindifpofe him 
for a candid examination of the point at ifliie ? Bui: 
jhe ingemioufnefs of Mrs. Bere, which was fo highly 
to her credit, fepms to have brought out the trutb^ 
^nd it is for the public to form its own judgment 
between your account of the tranfaflion, and her 
explanation of it. 

The appendix will alfo contain fome letters re- 
lative to Mr. Defcury; but it is a principle of 
juftice, and no motiye of inclination^ that induces 
me to publiffa them. The attack is yours,. Sir, and 
you have put us all on our defence. This gentle* 
man is guardian of his own honor, and wants lio 
afliftance from me ; and he would have flood alone, 
had not you^ for reafops I cannot penetrate, blend- 
ed his cafe with a fubjefl, to which it had no fort of 
affinity: yet fuffer me to lament, Sir, that you was 
not more fober in your zeal ; that you did not 
paufe, before you committed to the public view, 
lexpreffion^ of fo horrid a nature. I am aftoniflied to 
find that you repeat them (b often ; no lefs than ten 
times ! What may be the conftru£lion of your mind, 
I know not : you may fiud it not unfafe to play 
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mkh fuch dangerous weapons : but reafociing 
generally^ lam bold to add, that it was ralhnct 
ia the extreme to publiffi to the world, what no map 
can contemplate, for a fingle minute, without being 
the worfe for it. It is, Sir, a facred obligation^ up- 
on every religious mind, to beware of the familiar 
ufe of the jiwful name of God — and I heartily 
wifh, for the fake of the pubh'c morals, that you 
bad buried fuch blafphemous terms in everlafling 
fifence 'r nor can I indeed form a conjefture, as 
to the point you meant to carry by fucb^ a publi- 
cation. 

But, to quit the dreadful fubjefl, let me now ob- 
ferve, Sir, that I. do not pretend to have anfwered 
every thing in your, moft extraordinary work ; it is 
iro eafy matter for me, to command fufEcient time, 
for an exertion of this fort, and I have contented 
myfelf with laying down principles, which you can- 
not c(Mitrovcrt-^with aflerting faQs, which you can- 
not gainfey — yet 1 have diligently watched you in 
all your progrefs — nothing I believe has efcaped me 
—and I have under my eye at this moment,, the 
monftrous accufation contained in your 33d page.* 


• " Mri. H. More, not openly ^ but covertly accufes a regu- 
lar bred Clergyman of the Church of England, with palpable 
ddi^n to ruin hii reputation ; to alienate his friends, and fur- 
lepljtLoufly ftiatch from his pofieflion, the moderate rem.unera- 
Uon of unremitted attention and ailiduous labour ; for no other 
af^retu reafon, but that this Clergyman had dared to apprife 
loec of her teacher's extravagancies in his own parijk. THrs^ 
A»x> THUS, DID MRS, H. MORE." Mr, Bcre's pamphlet, p. 33. 
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But, ttiink you, Sir, that I can put fuch an afftont 
upon the exalted principles of Haiins^ More, as «o 
offer any defence againft a charge fb enormous? 
That I can condefcend to go into Any proef^ Aot 
Hannah More was not guilty of an srEt of delibe- 
rate malice ? In ivhat fchool have you learned, Sir, 
that corred, and eilabliflied prificiples can be ib ea- 
fily iacrificed ? or how can you concdve, tw»dk 
more give utterance to your thought^ Ahat fo up- 
right a mind, could, fink to the level .of fo bafe a 
deed ? Truly, Sir, I am amazed at the hardihood 
with which you have produced thi^ charge belbre 
the public But let me alk you. Sir, wjho knov 
fo well what law and cuftom are, is it lawfulyor is it 
ufual, or do you think it lafe, to ihrow out aa ac- 
cufation of fuch magnitude i indeed. Sir, yoa 
ibould have paufed, before yoa fufiered your pen to 
proceed fo far ? If Mrs. Hannah More did write 
any complaint of you, to Dr. Croffman, it was per- 
feftly juftifiable, on the principle of felf-defencc, 
Ihouki it have been the fa£t, that, long belbre her 
correfpondence began with that Gentleman, you hid 
taken the liberty^ at leaft by ftrong infinuadon, 
which no one could poffibly miftake, to . blend, 
even from the pulpit, in a way of cenTure, the 
caufe of the Sunday School with that of itsexoellent 
patronefs. Who can wonder then, if a complaint 
of your proceeding went hand in hand with thede* 
fence of her own conduH ? I have no recolledion 
of any fuch complaint, but if it really was fent, I 
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can ftioft cot^ently aflert^ (and thofe wfid kfk/^ 
Iter chsyrader as wdl as I do, will aflert k with me) 
that ihe coidd have no view beyond her own jtifti. 
ficatioD ; and 1 add with equal confidence, that 
nodiing could be more fair than her leaving Dr. 
Croflman, who, the public will pltafe to obferve, 
bad not then changed his opinion of his Curate, full 
liberty to communicate to you any papers he Qiould 
tbmk proper : and I now repeat, Sir, that, in my 
opinion, yoa oiight to have been perfe£Uy fatisfied 
with the anfwer Mrs* H- More fent to yourdemand 
of papers ; permiflion had been given, through the 
proper channel, and you could have no tkle to a& 
for more* 

Now, Sir, although the labour would be en^efs^ 
to anfwer every cavil throughout your book, and 
although I feel that I have written quite enough, to 
eftablifii my cafe, in the opinion of the dtfceming 
p2HPt of the public, I muft ftill make a paufe, upon 
one or two of your ftrongeft afiertions, not yet no* 
ticed, in order to prevent the ipread of what is ftrp- 
ported by no fort of proof. ^ * * 

In the firft place, Sir^ let me animadvert on that 
moft fingukr pafiage, wherein you declare roundly 
that Mrs. H. More does hot vifit the fchoolatfilag- 
don, "more than three or four times in theycat!* in 
reply to this bold affeveration, I fliall only fiate die 
fimple fad;« It is Mrs. H. More*s conftant rule, to 
vifit Blagdon every third Sunday, during her fix 
months refidence at Cowflip Green ; her eftaUift* 
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ments in other pariflies requiring an equal fliare of 
her Bftleotion. But what is the confequence of your 
4has peduading yourfelf that fucb a thing is true? tt 
^goes'fofftb to the world as a (ad^ and it is calculated 
to krfc your caufe but too weU> in difleminating 
,an idea Aat her zeal is nothing but profeflion^ and 
.'that flie can leave her fchopls a ptey to enthufiafnit 
«or errors of a worfe rkind> from which no fociety is 
^fecure, if its proper guardian negleds to watch 
ovwt iL Perhaps, Sir, you may here .take refugp 
in the plea oi Mrs. H. ijore's difability, owing tp 
jier veiy pDecarious flate of heakh ; but this ca|i 
avail you nothing, becaufe Mrs. M. More is ailway^ 
jon the (pot to a6t as her fubilitute, .and fuch is her 
dndeiattgable zeal, and watchful care, in dU the ne«- 
•oeffary asiangmnents, that fhe can eidfily difpenfe 
ffffiHi jiie occafional abfence of her fiften 

Qnoeinaore^ Sir, you muft give me leave tp re- 
<:al!lo yotir/recoUeftion^and Iput it .ftroi^ly tptbe 
jpiiffolic, >a pai&ge in one of your letters 4o Dr. 
iCfpfinan, >to befoiuid in your 35th page, wherein 
you fiate '^^that the only point rin ifliie is about 
Youogy andthat.if Mrs. Hannah More will remove 
l)2irlyfromftbe:icbool, you wili fu^ort it witb aH 
your heart/' and to contrail it with a&ntence ia 
yoiif fuppreffed letter tp the fame Gentleman^ 
where M you put him on his guard, and warn him 
not to be taken in by a propolal, which probably 
.wottldfbe made by Mi9. Hannah More, to remove 
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the Matter, and continue the Tdiool T! *• What, 
Sir, is the interpretation of all this ? . in charity I 
muft sittribute fuch contradifiory fentiments to a 
confafion of mind, which the wifeft are (bmetiines 
fubjed to ; but you can hardly expe€l the public 
to give you credit for confiftency, or to* receivef 
without a grain ; of allowance, what you have 
thought proper to advance on this fubjed. I am 
not hafty to draw harfli conchifions, but lieally it b 
extremely 'difficult to maintain entire coGnfiddice.in 
any man, who, having written privately' with (o 
much pofitivenefs in one way, writes publicly, with 
equal pofitivenefs in another ! . 

A circumliance now 'o<!:curs to me that muft not 
be Sightly pafled over, it has been more than 
once alluded to ; but it is neceflary to go beyond 
allufion, and to fet a mark on a practice tlijit you 
-have thought proper to give in tb,. for. the- pbin 
purpofe of adding weight to words, which other- 
wife <might have litde or no^meanit^. But are you 
•aware. Sir, thait by. the ufe of italic and capital 
letters, you, in a manner, make evc^y affidavit 
your own ! are you aware .that, in this tway, you 
may be guilty of giving a turn to nleaniog, of which 
the perfon who took the oath was altogether un*- 
confcious? it ftrikes.me. Sir, as no trivial matter ; 
no doubt you ventured . on the pra&tice, as a very 
convenient orie^ for the accompiilhnient of the ob-^ 
jea you had in view, but it remains to be pn>yed 
that fuch a pra3ice is juftifiable, upon any of >tbofe 
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&cr(d principles^ which (hould influence the mindsf 
and govern the condud of honourable men ; k 
may turn out^ Sir, that the words of a charge, 
would attach no guilt whatever, unkfs fo pointed ; 
does it not foMow then, that he who thus exercifes 
his (kill at pointing, beconies, in fad, the principal 
accufer ; it fe^ms indeed a ready way to obtain all 
the advantage of a depofition, without the trouble, 
and without the hazard of an oath ! Sir, I proteft 
moft fotemnly againft the ufe you have made of 
this pernicious inftrument, throughout the whole 
prc^refs of your book ; I proteft againft every in- 
ference the public may have deduced, from words 
or fencences couched in fuch a form, wherever 
they have made a part of an affidavit; becaufe. Sir, 
the meaning may have been yours, and not the 
perfon*s who took the oath, for it muft be unjuft in 
the extmme, to lake the import of a depofition 
from a mark, that was confeffedly added by the 
perfon who puUifhed it. . 

* To affidavits, thus ftrengthened by la£tiuous 
meansj of which you have made fuch liberal ufe^ 
will be oppofed the iimple teftimony of (imple men, 
moft of whom, by the way, were of your own re- 
commendation to the fervice of Mrs. H. More. 
They have indeed wholfy loft your patronage ; but 
do yo\x think, Sir^ you have any right to throw fuch 
a ftigma upon them as is contained in tbefe words, 
in italic, ^ their iaiaries depended on the event of 
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the day;'' it is a mofl: cruel inSauatjon ; I ffaall 
however let i^pafs, contencing my felf wjth remind- 
ing you, that when they cajme forward, to be fworn, 
you put in no objeftion totbeir integrity^ othcrwife 
than as liable to be biafled by their connexions, 
with the fchool : but it is not my defig^ to trouble 
the public with the whole of what they fwppe to be- 
fore Mr. Wylde ; all I deem neceffary, is to feleft 
from Mr. Fi0ier's notes, which he is ready to verify 
on oath, what went in flat contradifiipn to die evi- 
dence of Margaret Thorn ; what wiU tend to clear 
y oui^ from the Nailfea charge ; and what will 
prove him a faithful fubje£k, and attached to the 
Church, as eftablifhed in this .united kingdomb. 

Perhaps, Sir^ while on the fubjeft of the appen- 
dix» it may be proper to account for the noa iqp- 
pearance of two documents, to which I batve allud€4 
in the courfe of this letter, one is from Henry 
Young, giving, an account of your vifit to him on 
the 25th of March 1 800 ; the other frpni ypurfelf 
to the Re£lor of filagdon ; as they go into fome,de- 
tail, cfpecially the former, they are omitted for the 
fake of brevity, but if you wiQi for CQpie?^ they 
ihall be at yoiir fervice on demand. 

And now, Sir, I am haftenipg to ^ clofc, and it 
will not be long before I take a final leave of thi? 
very painful fubjeS ; for you muft not fqppo&f 
Ihould you think proper to take public notice of 
this letter, fjiat I fhall giye myfelf the lr9i|ble of 
?ny further r^ply^ 
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Jt remains for me now to confider the laft Idif of 
your book, and it is doing you but juftice to ac- 
knowledge that you have here wound up aU your in- 
finuations to a poin^ which, if it attrad the attention 
you wiOi, will leave you nothing to defire either 
Ibryour own vindication, or for the confufion of 
thofe, whom you conceive to be in a league to ac- 
GompUih youF ruin ; it happens however that your 
inference, upon which youfeem to haveexhautted 
your whole ftrengtb, and which is plainly intended 
to leave a lafting impreffion on the mind of the 
reader, cannot poflibly ftand, becaufe no depen- 
dence can be placed on the premifes from which 
you deduce it. How have you proved. Sir, that 
^ Iknry Young was introduced into the parilh of 
Bbgdon, under one charaaer, and tolerated, per- 
haps encouraged, infidioufly ta affaine anodier'? 
the words are evidently colIeQed witb great pains, 
and you feem to have placed them with all the art 
you are raaller of, in the hope of profiting by the 
reader's prejudices, if you fliould not be able to 
reach his judgment : but thinking minds are not 
deceived by words ; and your whole aigument 
rouft fall to the ground, unlefs you can dcmooftnrte, 
that evils are « tolerated," becaufe they are fup- 
prelfed ; d*at they are « encouraged," becaufe all 
poffiHe pains are takeq to prevent them ! 

But indeed. Sir, I am tempted to adaiire your 
courage, when you crown your catalogue of mif- 
chiefs by ^e phrafc <« ejcpenfively fupponed." and 


t / 


45 


dB»£x tfie whole guift itpoit tbat exalted charafldr, 
mbo' bas bee» fuck a friend to the bodies, and fouls 
of your, poor parilhioners, and v?hofe works of 
chavky, and mercy can never be forgotten, fo long 
as. a feeKng heart can^ be found m the parHb of 
Bfagdon P' Bu€ all tbis^ is nothing, when compared 
with whai follows : you beg the quefljon that fucb 
evits exift, and then infinuate, thai; ^ they are no^ 
cflrfy coumenanced, but avowedly eficouraged, "by 
tfieRulers, and Dignitaries of the Church of Chrift!'*' 
RdUIy, Sir, althou^ I have been fometime^ 
tenpted ta queftion your fincerity, I never doubt- 
ed: yo«r prudence till now ; and it ftrikes roe with 
wofiderv that you could be fo much off your guards 
At kaft, Sir, you muft permit me to obferve, that 
& fweeping a refiedion, with fo pointed an applica- 
iSsx^ do6s not become a gentleman, who knows ib> 
well as you do, what is owing to.thofe who are it> 
authority, and how important it is for men of your 
vKodef ftanding, to fet an example to the ignorant^ of 
ce^d to thofe who have the. rule, whether i& 
chcirch or ftat«. 

: At length. Sir, you are pleafed to firni up all 
with 2fe diretl charge of oppreffion againft a '^defign- 
ing^ artful,, and remorielefs party *^ and you feen» 
ti» claim the honor of martyrdom, in the caofe of 
duty, thus leaving an^ impreffion that unwarranta-. 
Ue naeans have been devifed to deprive you of your 
curacyv and the public is left to fufpeft that the 
principal agent is Hannah More! 
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I am aware, Sir, and I learn to Jbe To Itcfttk mf 
own feelings, of the imereft a generous pidblk is 
always ready to take in the fulFerings o£ an iiidivi^* 
dual. I am aware that there is fometbing (kciied.in 
misfortune, and that thofe who labor under any pii- 
vation, whether deferyed or not, are apt to bt pA- 
ed without inquiry, and to be forgiven, €vcm ifikcf 
have brought it upon tbem(e1ve& But coinpafiioa h 
no virtue, if it go not hand in hand with juftke,iattd I 
am bold to maintain, that ^il the comisiiieFatkHiy 
which your cafe may have attia^ed, is ^gre^oofly 
out of place, if it has borroMned any ftcength fimn 
the fufpidons you have ^tempted to fix upon Mn. 
Haatiah Morei^-^Sir,. I have already faid enoogli 
on ^is point' — ^the dired attack in ypur 33d* pi|ge 
has been already repelled* A|thcM3gh it fecmsahigli 
affront to fuch an eftabliihed virtue, to £ippo!^ 
that any^replywasneceflary to fo monftrous an aC- 
iertion* As to myfelf, if you mean to cLatk me 
with >^ die remorfeIe& party/ I am more iadiocd 
10 fmde, than to be angry s^ fuch an infinuaticmr^ 
— y^ let me be alk>wed to tell you. Sir, that if 
unfejgned forrow, ^ < your being depriv^ of any 
comfort, afford a proof ijbat I wilhed for any fudi 
privation, you are welcome to aocule me as one of 
the authors of it! But! refer you. Sir, and I i^e* 
fcr the public,, to ^ Iptter from Dr. Croflinati 
which will ba found in the appendix; it will be 
there feen that the . excellent Lady, who has been 
the objcS of your violent attack, exprefsly guardcfl 
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licrfelf to him, from a lulpicion fo injurious; " I 
wifhy Sir, not to injure the Curate of Blagdon/' 
•ate the words of Mrs. H. More to Dr. Crcffmati. 
Is it poiBble that the fame perfon, ivho-made tde of 
'foch an expreflion as thi«^ Ihouldat the fame time 
-life her influence, with Dr. Croffman, to procure 
his difmiffion from the Curacy? It will be feen alfo, 
'tliat the Chancellor of the diocefe declares in pofr- 
tive -terms, that no information rcipefling you had 
tcomefrom Cowflip Green or Clevedon Court. 

The queftion then, why the Reftor of Blagdon 
•was recommended by his Diocefan to difinifs his 
•Curate, is not for roe to -determine ; nor does it 
make any part of my cafe ; but I mull conclude^ 
and all who refpeft authority will, I think, con- 
clude with me,, that there were weighty reafons for 
the meafure^ 

You complain, Sir, of perfecution ! but did it 
never enter your thoughts, what might hare been 
the fate of the poor Schoolmafter, had the madii- 
nations of his enemies fucceeded in effefting bis 
ruin ? where was he to have found an afylum .'^.un- 
der fo heavy a ftigma as that <3f fedition, he wouW 
have had no claim to any i and the plea of having 
loft a limb in the fervice of his country, could have 
availed him nothing, with a charaQer fo ruined* 
Let me afk, Sir, is the term petfecution only ap^ 
plicable to the cafe of a Gendeman ? 

1 have now done. Sir, but the moment is a fb- 
-lemn orxe, and I would fain lay down my ^cn noi 
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in the (pint of a writer^ but with the feeling of a 

man ; I have ftood forth in the defence of what I 

deem to be the caiife of truth j and of virtue : and 

when Hannah More was held up to public view, 

as capable of giving her approbation^ and fupport to 

the wildeft enthufiafm ; as capable of defcending, 

from her lofty principles, to an a£l of deliberate 

ma)ice,which Would ftamp upon her name perp^ual 

diihonor ; what wonder, if an admirer of her exceU 

lence, if a delighted witnefs of her afliduous labouri^ 

for the public good, (hould confider her caufie as 

his own ? What wonder, if under fuch impreffions 

of her woirth, I Ihould have repelled, with indignant 

zeal, fo rafli an attempt to deprive her of the public 

eflimationt Neverthelefs, (hould I have been be** 

trayed by felf Jove ; — should I have mixed too much 

of paffion, with a juft refentment; but above all^ 

should I have (hocked your feelings, beyond what 

the occafion will warrant ; I feel no degradation iii 

expreffing my real forrow. I am not your enemy^ 

Sir : concede that your attack has been unwarrant* 

able, and I am your friend. Confcious of my own 

infirmities, I can make large allowance for thofe of 

other men ; and it is in the fpirit of that charity^ 

which is of the eflence of all religion, and the parent 

of all virtue, that I now fubfcribe my felf, Rev. Siri 

Your (incere well-wiiher, and humble fervant^ 

A. ELTON. 

Clevcdon Court, May ist. i8oi> 

H Pojljcript 


Postscript to the Reader. 

IT may be neceflary to account for my pafing, 
without notice, a letter from Mr. Befe to Dr. 
Crofinan dated April ii| i8oa My reaion is fkn- 
ply tills : it confifts of mere aflertion^, without any 
proofe to fopport them. In a cafe which hais been 
made to depend fo much on oaths, Mr* Bere (hould 
liave iuroug^t fome one of the affidavit;, to beai) 
in point of time, upon the circumllances alledged in 
Im ktler; but he has made no attempt of tjbie kind. 
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A Letter from the Rev. Dr. Grossman, Rec- 
tor of Bldgdon, to the Rev. Sir Abraham 
Elton, Bart. * 


Dear Sir^ Rcftoiy houfe, Weft Monkton, 

April 6. i80i« 

IN the pamphlet lately publifhed by the 
Curate of Blagdon, he has thought proper without 
my permiffion, and in deipite of every principle of 
honor, to fvibmit to the Public eye letters I had 
written to him, and intended only for his private 
perufal. In the marginal obfervations on thofe let- 
terS) and on others which the uncandid Editor has 
boldly introduced, there are perfonal inveOives dealt 
fonh, which I cannot fuffer to pafs without fome 
animadverfion. The fe verity and injuftice of his at- 
tack on thecondud of the excellent Mrs. H. More» 
whom, he accufes as an Abettor of Methodifin, and 
Enthuiiafm, is highly reprdienfible ; for I am firm* 
ly of opinion, from my own knowledge of her 
principles, that there exifts not within die pale of 


the ^hurcb, a more cordial Friend to tbe £fta.- 
bliflnnent than is Mrs. Hannadi More : and what- 
ever fancies and notions he may have purfued, 
which never had any exiftence but in his own 
thoughts, lefpeding the motives and aQions of that 
Lady> in her condud'towacds him, J dean it,. Sir^ 
an a<ft of juftice to her^ as well as to yourfelf, to de- 
ciare, that I have never at any time heard you or 
Mrs. H. More exprefs a wifli, ev6B of the flighteft 
tendency, for the difmiflion of Mr. Bere firom the 
Curacy of Blagdon ; on the contrary, Mrs. Hannah 
More has laid to me in cpnverlation and in writing, 
''^ I wilh. Sir, ootto injure the Curate of Blagdon:'' 
and in diis place I feel myfelf juftified in quoting a 
paflage-of a letter from Dr. Mofs to mef, dated Jan- 
*»ry 7 J wherein be fays ^* my iitfbrmation refpeS- 
ffig 'Mr. ^Bere, comes neither from Gowllip-Grecn, 
iior Clevedon-Court.'* Here again 1 t^ke fe^ve to 
remark on that part m Mr. BereV tettier of the 4th 
of November which mentions the vifit tb him, from 
Mr. Leeves and'Mr. Wylde, and which he prefdme^ 
was intended for the purpofe of negotiating for the 
continuance of the School, that I fentto Mrs. 'Han- 
nah More a mcffage, by the Rev. Mr.Drei^tt, re- 
^quefting^her not to abolilh her exceilentinftitutions, 
fo wifely calculated to enlighten the minds and nie- 
"lioratc theiiearts of the lovirer clafies oiffociety; 
ticverthclefs, under the convi6Uon that thofe iitftitu- 
toons Could no longer be produftive of the benefits 
they were intended to beftow^ while the refident 
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Mimftor c»iitunied iiMhrerfe (o therprkicilile). and 4^ 
pvaSke of her mftmdive fyftettit (he dfteioiH^ 
to difiUve tliaii :^ Off^^ liStboC Noveo^r ibia 
eventitook place, and! aai thOK>»g)))}f; peifuadc4^ 
that tbe Simky School^ anddbe ^Meekly Scboot o£< 
InduRiy, both of which the Cuinta ej[ Bbgfion had 
imdetmittedf woiddnevelr have bea^ re-eftabli0icd 
by Mrt» Hana^ Moi«) bad notly with, the moft • 
easrneft ; folioitiidei exbo/ted- her to do it, Aod I fidt 
peotdkffly inclined to^ uit^eibairequefi^ lacc^afe^. 
queme^ of having informed myfelf^ by;arlo»ag€oii« 
voifiiftbm^ wiih' th^ Scboelmallei^),. ^d^ yfiBAi,0^rs 
who'beft knew Um^ ^Cih^i^i^opite^n^ of his 
mpial j^iiFaSer sind' of the ^ gmeial^^ fropriety of hi^ 
condti&asiaSchoolniafter, The difiadioeuion. onr^ 
thfiipmof Mn. Hann^More to fi^gort her infti* 
ttttiona^ wjule i^ Cnm^ of the pariih was inhnkal . 
to the^^fteiin evidently deoicaiftiatef that MivLeeyea 
andi yATi WyMc^ bad not beea deputed by bet to 
ncgodate with Mn t^c for the continuance of the 
fchoola ; o£tlie ^c^^ls I' repeat^ becaufe the €arate 
of Bbigdon: has all along concealed from the public^ 
the laudaUe eoonopay of the weekly School of In- 
du&ry^forin&aAing pow children in knitting and 
fitch ufeful works as would qualify them for fervanls^ 
It has beeor fiated by the Curate of Blagdon, with 
what intention I. pnefume not to fay, that I have 
been of opinion tbe Sunday School was intended 
only {6t tbe seligious inftru^bn of children. But 
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htrt I beg leave to obferve^ that I have ever coni^' 
mended^ and do ftili continue to commend^ fo great 
an htaprovement upon the genertil outline of Sunday 
Schools^ ^ is the plan that has been adopiied in the 
pariih of Blagdon, of reading to the parents an evc- 
riing fermon and a prayer. 

The fentiments impreffed upon the Tninds of {k> 
lious and wife tnen, by the force of Mrs. H. More's 
religious and moral opinions^ will noteafily bedif- 
tnrbed by the calumnies of Mr. Bere; but the cfaa- 
laBer ,of her humble Schoolmaflier, whofe vmues 
and abiliues as a teacher, can only be knbwnf m the 
private walk of the parifh ^hcre he livesj istbore 
obnoxious' to the virulent fliafts of (lander, and 
therefore has a greater claihi to the aid of anapo- > 
logift. Among many accufations laid td^thc aecoutu • 
of this inan, the Curate <^ Blagd<>ni^liiied' tor nie^ ' 
when at Monkton, nearly in the word^ mcotided in 
the 1 7th page of his pamphlet, the incident thai fol- 
lows. ^On Chriftmas^ay 1 798, the churclh, as- 
ufual, being very full, this Youhg, offered bimfirff 
at the font as Sponfbr. In 'the coUrfeoftbeduty^^ 
infant bapdfm, I a(k*d him, * ^k ttiou obediently 
keep Gcd'S holy will and conitnandmebts and wsdk 
in the fame all the d^ys of thy lifef* Holding up a 
large book to his face, 'Young pronounced in a 
pompous tone^ *I will endeavour fo to do, Gcid beu' 
ing my Helper ;' I then faid, Mr. ¥oung, the ret 
ponfe is, • I will :" erefting himfelf then and looking 
very audacioudy in my face^ he fluwiy repeated in 


a louder voiced ^ I will endeavour fo to do» God 
bewg my Helper :'. I replied, Mr. Young, that is 
xioi the refpotife of the Church of England^ the ref- 
poofeis, ^ I will,* aod tx>niofe, he retorted iiK%- 
nantly, * it is fo in^ my book/ 

When the Curate of Blugdon had finiflicd the 
relation of this artful tale^ Mrs. Bere iRgenuoufly 
replied, I thinks Mr. Bere, you ought Jto infomi Dr.. 
Croflmao how it cwne to pals that Mr. Youtig fell 
into thia error, in looking for- Infant baptifm, he 
turned over more leaves of his prayer-book than he 
intended, and.op^n^dat the *^ Miniftmtion of pub- 
lic baptilin of fuchvasar^e of riper years," where the 
proper refpo^fe is as Mr^yomng at that time cor« 
no^y repeated ' it. - Nov» Sir, after fo ifigenuous 
an explanation . as d?is fr^M) Mre. Bcre, who would 
have ctxpeQed* to fee in prim, under the iandion of 
the Curaie^s name, . a, ch9drge jof contu wcy^ brpugH 
forward with fs muchjelFcpnlefy., againft this man? 

And here again pennit me to obferv^ that:a. 
(hort time after the diflblutioo of the; (choql, while 
Mr« and Mrs, Bere were a^rBMh» . t^be latter, when I 
enquired' of he foefpeding theiHiofal charader of 
Youngs declared, in the like candid manner, that 
Ibe believed his mo^ls to be exemplary, or words > 
to that effeOi : and I prefume^ Mr* Bere himfeif 
did once entertain the fiane fevourable opinion of « 
hioH otherwife I can fcarcely Aippofe.fae would have . 
introduced hint into the parlour of the re£lory 
houfe at-Blagdon^ wben -I wasprefent, and have re- 


ffyntA bint to me as a man of correfl chara^K aftd 
Df mdre ttan oFdii»Fjr eoiyi|>«teA<^)r to Ibpcvimttul 
the nftraBiioft of a l^ncki)^ ftjio^. Siwe my >e-» 
ti0» Miherfiretiv Ba^^ I have i«fer#cd to ycmr let* 
tet of the ^gfh of Septcmbei^ and difeovA^ tliar 
Att expfeflions cfaeiciit contained, fe1^e6b]gthe in- 
Sttcyoipone of the depoutnifs a^mft Yomig^ were 
UMd qualified than I, vho cited, them Akmb memof^ry 
whtn 1 wrote to Mir. Bcre, have in that lietf'ev re^ 
poirted them to be ; youi( wovds are Aefe ; ^Itwitli 
iwrde you perhaps^ to be tokt, that (yne of the ^* 
foitions againft Young, if there ate 'liot tWo per^ 
&iii8^ of tbe ianid name, is-froma woman ct>nfide«ed 
lit the villager oB fikigdcfti^ ^a^ als^oft a hinotkv and 
» we think, catv be proved^ and Wilt be; aUopwe4 
tobeibby Mr. Bdie Mmleir;'^ I ha^e ISqa^wife 
referred to* the copi^of iny own tetter^- tnaiiy of 
n^h* are now belbire the pubiityaifd'l beg todb^' 
ferte> thai not oneof ihofe ktler^ were ^^t iMork- 
^^i«ltaltoS' wftb iny^peAi Bu^ Sti^ wiidtoot ihe 
ItaKe; and the inVefti^ notes* fnbjoined by the £di^ 
tM^ the pttbltcatibifr ^ my eorrefpondence ' wouCi 
mot have anfweied dKpiirpo& oftli&Gtt^pate of 
fllagjion; for, in his eonfcience he moft remonber^ 
when i let to hte die tythe^, a»d o«her paroehiaft 
revenues, 1h>w ioKeitou^ I was to render thlfm^aii 
€l)}e£l truly wort^r of biinottee, and to make hin^ 
the moft Kberal tom^nfinion fer thetronble r waa 
oJbont to give birn. How fb^ &cb conduSk' ofi^n^ 
pa^t is reconcileable with the ^mercenary )Ogie/^ 


vfaidi in one of his notes lie impmes tone, I leave 
you, and^ other men 4>fcbara£fer to detesvine. 

Hence you^l{ien:eiiFedbai Mr* Becc vm not a 
Ajpendimy ciuatei aldioiigh he has the boidntik to 
affeft) that oM of bis ^' ftipeod'' he offered to fab* 
fertbe aniiuaHy five guineas, towards thecftabtifli- 
mem of a Sunday SchooL Ue propofed to fub* 
fcribe this fuin, it is true, not indeed out of a 
^ ftipead'* «s doted by Inm, but from more cmcon^ 
fined r^fources, not lefs. than one third part of 4ie 
revenues of the re£lory of a large parifli : after silf 
it was offered in a manner fo lukewarm, or xather 
fo extremely frigid, as to incline me from that q»o^ 
xnent to fuiped, that l)e was not hearty in die caufe. 
Then did I begin, with unfeigned concern, to lament 
die lofs of tbofe laudable infiitutions, which ^ad 
been (o lately di0blved« 

And diis diffolutian of die Schools, I am now 
convinced, was the fole obje£l that the Curate of 
Blagdon was labouriog to G3>xain, for, in his letter 
6f the 14th of Nov« which he bas kept back from 
the public eye, there is ftroog proof that it was not 
merely the removal of the Mafter, but the entire 
overxbcow of the inftitution, that he was firiving to 
a£:comjpiJinv 
^ Mr. Bere has denied in the 29th page of his 
pamphlet, that he ever received from me a letter 
dated xhe i^th of May, on the fubje6l of the Blag* 
d,on School. . As this letter is not irrelevant to the 
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coQtroveify between him and Young, I deem it not 
iDopportune at this, period to tranfmit it to you. 
I am^ dear Sir, with great efteem. 

Your fincere and faithful humble fenrant, 

G. Croflbian* 


The Rev. Dr. Croffman to the Rev. Thomas Bcre, 

Dear Sir, " Rcdory House, Weft Monkton^ 

May 13, 1800. 

HAD the condition o( Mrs* Croflman's health, 
for fome tinle pad, enabled me to carry into exe- 
cution my purpofe of vifiting Blagdon, I would have 
taken a journey thither before now, in order to 
inqliire into the (late of the School, inftituted by the 
excellent Mrs. Hannah More, and likewife into the 
condufl of the Teacher, againft whom you have pre- 
ferred fome complaints. As the profperity of fuch 
an tnftitvition' is an objed of much public utility, 
and which, from defigns the moft laudable and bene- 
volent^ Mrs. Hannah More has promoted with un- 
common induftfy, and at a very confiderable ex- 
pence, I fliould be exceedingly concerned if aay 
incidents were to happen^ that may have the flighteft 
tendency to give offence to fo exemplary a chara£le¥. 
Therefore, whatever deviations from his duty the 
Mafter may have committed, it is my wifh that no 
proceedings of any kind may be inftituted againft 


htm until I have an opppriuoity of going to BIi^'> 
don and enquiring into die delinquendes laid to his 
cbftqge^ I am forry to inform you dxat Mrs. CrolT- 
man is again confined to her bed widi the gout in hir 
band and foot^ attended vith great ficknefs and vio- 
lent pains in hor head. 

With compliments to Mrs. Bere, 
I remain) dear Sir, . 

your faithful and humble ferv&uit, 

G. Crofiman. 


The Rev. T. Bere to the Rev. Dr. Croffman. 

Nov. 14, i8oo. 

My Dear Sir, 

SINCE I wrote laft ni^ to you, jtfn 
Leeves and Mr. Wylde called upoo me, it feemed 
after the total defi^t of Mrs. More and her party 
on Wednefday to tali about fometUng . like an a6t 
of oblivion between me and that Lady» I anfwered 
that perfonally I had no malevolence in my mind 
againft her, or any other ; but that I could only 
anfwer perfonally ; kiving my redded fiiends to 
confult. The drift pf this negotiation, for a nego^ 
tiation I perceived it to be that Young Ihould be 
ranoved^ but diat the Stkool might continue ; if 
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-this were to be acceded to, it would be t>nly a 
change of perfon ; the thing would be ('tis the cafe 
I underftand in all her fchools) precifeljr the fanoe. 
I •write therefore to put ym'onyour gudrd, fupfx)- 
fing any fudden amplication (hould be made, that 
you, if you pleafe, may decline committing your* 
felf on this fubjed, till you fee me, pleafe God, on 
Wednefday fe'nnight at Bath. 

Feeling the necejfity of the times and encouraged 
thereto by Mrs, Bere, I have fomething in contem- 
plation, notwithftanding my heavy duty, ii you 
approve of it, to eftablifh a Sunday School here im* 
mediately under my own dirtSion as your Curate, 
and I have fome friends in, and out of the parifti 
that I am perfuaded will lend a helping hand. In 
this cafe the School would be direflly attached to 
the Church. And I ihould then hope, that your 
fucceffor, my dear young friend Francis, would 
come into his parifli in peace and comfort, and at 
khe iame time think kindly of his Father's Curate. 

Our bed Compliments to the Family. 
I am ever your's faithfully^ 

Thos. Bere. 


.The Rev.W. Leeves to the Rev. Sir A. Elton, Bt. 

Wrington, Apr. 13, 180 u 

Dear Sir, ■ 

HAVING Teen the copy of a' letter from 
Mr. Bere to Dr. Croffman dated November the 
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i4cK 1800, which I underfland is to be inferted in 
youF intended r pubKcationt I think it nght as my> 
name is mentioned^ to trouble .you with fome ob* 
fervadons upon it» which you are at libeny to make, 
any ufe of you think proper. 

Though prcfent at tbe.meeting< which took place 

at Blag^on^.I was fo far. from diinking that Mrs. 

More had received a ^^ total defeat^ that I obferv* 

ed with iaus£ifiion the reiu£tance and delicacy with 

which her name was generally mentbned upon diat 

occafion. My reafons for attending that meeting, 

(as die unpleaiant reports concerning it oUig^ .the 

Clergy who were there to reprefent to Dr. Mofs,) 

were ift, to comply with the requeft of a clergyman^ , 

who was defirous of clearing his chara£ier from the 

imputation of having brought forward witnefles 

which were deficient in credibility and competency. 

— adly to endeavour to reconcile a difference which 

might be.confidered not only as an interruption 

of the peace of the neighbourhood^ but as prejudi* 

cial to the general caufe of religion. This latter ob-> 

je£i was the fole inducement for calling the 14th of 

November with Mr. Wylde and Mr. Whitley on 

Mr. Bere ; to whom it was repeatedly explained 

that our vifit was entirely unknown to Mrs. H. 

More, and that we had no other view than a fincere 

wifh of reconciliation, and of preferving a fchool^ 

which had been reprefented as materially beneficial 

to the Parifh. ^ 

. ba 
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i ^< The drift of the oegociation** {u it is culled) 
could never be ^^ perceived to be that Young 
ihould be removed, but that the School might coo- 
timie ;*' for though Mr. Bere at firil offered to ac- 
cede to any terms that ftould be ^proved by.Dr* 
Cioffban and his other friends ; the confierence 
was finally concluded upon our being afterwards af- 
fured that die fine qua non of accommodation was 
the difmiffal of the*Schoohnafter. This ftep» the 
readinefs of Young lo make every proper fubmiffioii» 
feemed to render unneceflafy, and might really 
have been confidered as a ^* Mdl defaU of Miss* 
lyfore," after the ill return (he had idieady exped- 
enced for her trouUe and expence in fupponii^ a 
weekly School of Induftry at BlagdoA^ as well as a 
Sunday School^ from no other poflSble motive, but 
an enlarged and difinterefted benevolence^ 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very fincere, humble fervant, 

W. Lecvcs* 


The Rev. S.T. Wylde to the Rev. SirA.Ehonj Bart. 

Bufcingtoo, Aprii 14, 180 i« 

Dear Sir, 

I am informed that Mr. Bere in a letter to 
Dr. Crofimaq mentions my having called at JUag- 
don-Houfe in pompany wiil^ Mr. LeeveS| for the 
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purptofe of ncgociating. a reconoi&tioa l^ctwecn 
i^ and Mrs. Hannah M6i«. I i^ow, Sir, that I 
4ul c^ with Mr. Lceves on Mn Bere the day aftev 
the meeting at the George Inn ai Blaig^on ^ I allow 
that it was with a wifh of being the means of reftbr- 
iog peace and ha^ppinefs to Aat divided and diftrad- 
«d parifli ; and I further all^^ we exprefled an 
earneft hope that the Sunday School might he con- 
tinaed*-*but» Sir, I db not allow that we went m the 
<J^ra£ler of negotiators i^poinced by Mrs. Hannah 
More, for I folemnly declare that Lady had no 
knowledge of our intention^ nor was the fubjed of 
our vifit ever mentioned to. her previous to oar 
Jbaving made it« 

I am, dear Sir, with high regard and efleem, 
Your faithful and obliged fervam, 

S. T. Wylde^ 
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Mrs. Parfons to Mrs. Martha More. 

Bath, Nov. 22, i8oa 

Madamj 

YOUR letter of the i8th I received on the 
£Oth ijoft : I have tajien the earlieft opportunity to 
anfwer it. I confefs myfelf furprifedat its contents^ 
after the explanation I gave Mr. Drewitt laft week. 
You may be afTured I have advanced nothing in 
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ibe AflSdavit, but what is tkn&fy true, and! have 
BQ dou£t as far as refpcBs yourfeif, you will lecol* 
le£l^ though you feem to bint to the contrary^ nor 
is. ihere any thmg contained m it, that I can* poffi- 
bly eonceive, can be conftnied to the prejudice or 
dfadvantage of you, or any part of your fenoily. 
You lequeft me to fend you a copy of my aftdayit 
immediately ; I am forry to fay, I kept no copy of 
iL I received a letter in Oftober laft from Mrs. 
jBere ; I anfwered it immediateh'^ and have fince 
li!ee» cilled upon to atteft ks veracity : at the trme 
I an-fwered it, I had no knowledge of its being 
teode ufe of againft Mr.- Young or the fchool, but a 
JuftiBcation of Mn Here's charafter to Dr. Croff-^ 
man^ in confequence of fome private letters having 
fcecn written to him, with apparent intention to de- 
prive bim of his Curacy, neither had I an idea of 
being called on to atteft it at the time I wrote, or 
fiiould tave been more particular in keeping a co- 
py- You feem aftoniflied thatan affidavit of mine, 
fliould determine Mr. Sere's felf-ere6led Court, 
againft Mr. Young, (1 cohfefs I don't, underftand 
what you mean) after having exprcffed myfelf fo 
fivouarably to you, and my friends of him, and the 
apparent fuccefs of the School : I am fure no per- 
foa ever heard me fpeak difrefpeftfully of Mr. 
Young or the School, more than what is contained 
in the affidavit. 

Your Queries I will anfwer in as few words, as 
po$ble. ^ The conduct of the School I never re-- 
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nembered but its b^ing vety orderly. I never 
:<onceived you, or your (ifters hoftile to the Churd^ 
its tloArioes, or enemies to the State, neither %9ere 
I confdous of your teaching any thing comraryM 
-the intereft of either. My opinion of Mr. Yottngp 
has always been, that he was a confcientious, ivdl« 
meaqkig isian, and it appeared to me when I left 
Blagdon, that he was doing much good, but I al« 
ways thought tiim an Enthufiaft. 

With refped to rthe converfation you refer to^ 
refpe&ing the private fchooi my memory will . noiy 
cannot ferve me to recollefl in the words you have 
^iven me : Mrs. Bere and myfelf often woodei«d 
what was the nature of the private Meetings, and 
we might have expreffed ourielves, that we dioug^ 
nothing fhould be private in religion. However 
'Mrs. Bere aiked me, if I would accompany her to 
the private icbool, informing me at the fame tnne it 
was at the particular requeftof Mrs. H. More. I 
might fay, I felt myfelf unpleafant, and wiihed my- 
felf away, Mr. Young being fo hurt, and declaimed 
lb very jmch on perfecucion. ^ The paniculars of 
that nieeting were made known to Mrs. H. More 
in a very polite and civil letter from Mrs. Bere. 
• I cannot charge myfelf with ading improperly to 
y<!lu, or any of your family, neither did Dr. CrolT 
man ever apply to me for die chara€ter of the 
fchooi. I am forry that the School Ihould fuffer 
from any thing, &at I have either faid or wriuen, as 
I am averfe to every fpecies of intolerance, and I 


am (hocked at your ill treatment^ rejoicings^ &c. 
on your giving up the SchooL I hairo txx> high an 
opinipn of Mr. Bere to think it could be done vith 
his knowledge or approbatbn# 

I (hould have anfwered your letter ye&erday, 
but was from home the whole day» 

I remain^ Madam^ your humble fervant, 

Mary Parfons. 


The Rev. L. Hart to Mrs. Hannah More* 

NaiUea, Se^. 15, i8oa 

Ma0am^ 

I was favoured with yours of the 1 2th oa 
the evening of that day, and take the earUefi oj^r- 
tunity of replying to its contents ; I am truly conr 
ceroed to find that any accufaiiions of fo fenous a 
nature as thofe you mention ihould have beea 
brought againft your filagdon Schooknafier» Henry 
Youngs and which I cannot but confider ia the 
light of afperfions on his charafler ;. I am happy to 
have it in my power to &y, that as far ai^ my know- 
ledge of him extended while he was your Teacher 
in this pariih, a period of about three years I b^* 
lieve^ and from living here myfelf I had frequrnc 
opportunitiei of noticing his conduift and bebaVi»> 
our» and converfing with him, I always thought 
him a worthy, good man and a great acquifition to 
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llie.parifh in the fituation in which he was placed; 
I thought him pofleffed of a ftrbng natural under* 
flanding; Which he feemed to be taking great pains 
to cultivate, and improve by reading, and far from 
indicating, during the intercourfe I had with him, any 
fyniptoms of a fanatical ot feditious fpirit, or devi- 
ation from the principles of the eft^bliihed Church ; 
nor did I ever hear of fuch charges being laid againil 
him, while he remained here : his conduQ: appeared 
to bt that of a rationally pious man, and he ever 
paid me the greateft refpefl, and deference^ as the 
officiating Church Minifter, was a conftant obferv- 
er of its ordinances, and I believe many attended 
the holy Sacrament^ Arough his influence and per- 
fuafion, on whom my public difcourfes on the fub-- 
jeSE had produced no effeft ; I was alfo of opinion^ 
that he was a very loyal SubjeQ, and much attached 
to the Government j the eftabliflied religion^ and the 
Clergy; nor have I the moft diftant idea that he 
was fet up in oppofition to myfelf or the Church, 
but on the contiary confidered him a very ufefiil, 
though humble inftrutnent, fubfervient tOj and aiding 
both ; though I did not myfelf attend his evening 
jreadings, 1 never heard but that he adher<id ftriftly 
to the rules you laid down for him^ in the conduct 
of thc^ni, or that he ever ufed any other books, at 
thofe timis^ Ihan what you htd furnillied hiiii with ; 
the School flouriihed greatly under his cate ; the 
children were laid to improve very rapidly in their 

c 
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• . feamiag.^.. R)?By pf tlje .parcnjsj^f tljpfe of tljj? bettef 

^iortt wlip .wi;e /ept t^ \iimfox ipftpi^pn i^ Jjfac^jng 

and mrrking, Qn Jhci w^ek/J^ys, WflfetJf^^'ttQ np9 Jiis 

children, whop^ he, had ^ijp^gl^ on yei^ fa^{^t,^I^ade 
.natMPgwi6,Mpr, jnitbfir feU l?ac]^, ijgdgr hi^ Svc^efibr, 

-.j|hpJBari% Scboolwaftcr, A>oth)JW ppM ^uJ^^y'^' 
..€m^ and.monds^.as .waU 9^ i», ftjbftlaRlhJB,^ , Seycjral 
,' youngimei\ ^nd .i^omco. w jji? psirigi^ ,werc, 1 fxa 
.0. conyiiKedf r^cl^roe^ from igi)pr^npe^gnd, vice by 
hU means, and .the ^und^y , S/:I^<k>1, jwl|)ji^ now 
.J. coBda€b;dby two of ii\^{ortp^i;p^fid^ ppe j9f|the lau 
. tctf opppintedto it by yoy^anjil y(ho jer^jjiftr^- 
ftdbjf Y9UQg, and whon^ I bc^ey^ to^^b,egior^5md 
virtuovs .perfpns,,thrivf!8 ,very iijh^^ . nii^pr tb^^ 
.iaroi but ypii, j^^ y^ji: ?ift^r§' perjb;^t^ttendancc 
andinfp0^fiUpn!npftbeft^erMi|>lc .^^ 

. ypwhAveM.Ub^riy, ifajai^jo^^^^ 

:yo»<«hinlc,prop9r,fff ^jf ipt«jfp,,ip bcj^ 
,;,lvliofef:j¥i?aa$Sl.cjini)Q^,heIp thinking tojbc un. 
juftly attacked, and caluiqniated. 

I have the honour to be^ Madame 
with great reipeS, 
Your moft obcdientj humMe fcrvarii, 

Lewis Hart, 
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REPOSITIONS taken on oath before the Rev. 
' ^y(ienharh Teaft Wy'Tde,' Clerk, 'dnrof his Ma-' 
*jeftv*« Jufticesof the Peace for the County of 
Somerfet, at j^^agdon' on the i2th of Novembet 


>—>••••>••— —M— —»»•»»»»■><»—■»# 


Joseph White. 

That witnefs was at the meeting alluded to by Margaret 
Thorn in her Affidavit, and" foienmly declares - that fc did 
not pray extempbVe, that Henry Young did not yray fbt:» 
or againft the ' French, in any manner whatever. That fc©- 
(Mr.Youngy never ufed the expreffions contained in Bdarga- 
ret Thorn's afl&davif, or any which bore the Icaft refemblaixe to 
them,' and Deponent avers that the whokr reprefentation o{,llie 
meetiag by "Margaret' Thorn .Ss entirel)^ falfe» That Deponcttt 
ha$« known MrV Young ever fince lie came to Blagdon,^iiihieli' 
was 5 years and upwards, and that he has al way v behaved bin* 
fSlf as a' fober, religiou^i, good mani That Deponem has fre- 
quently heard Mr. Young fay, that he loved the Church of Eng*^ 
land dearly, and that no'm^n could' love it better. -^That De^ 
ponent was Teacher in the fchool for three years, and never 
heard Young exprefs himfelf a Calvinift, or as fiiff^ring in any 
manner whatever from the Church religion*/ ^Tltet Wjitnds has 
lived in th&4>ari/h of Blagdoa about t.we\ve years, and is very 
fiire that, the parifli has.expe;ienced great good fincc Mr. Young 
came there. - . « • i. . . 

That he^ (Deponent ^ was baptized ioi the Churchy and has 
not omitted to attend his chutch once, for th^ lail five yeatrs* 
That Henry Young neVer prayed without a book. That De- 
ponent has heard hini beftow.the greatelt prajfcs. on the Form 
of ?rayer as ufed in the Church, and cXpUin di&rent paiu qC 
jt to the people. ...... 

Paul Bush. 


That Deponent coriftantly attended at Mr. Yam^s> and 
believes that 'Mai^garet'Th^ra was not ahare VMre ihaa t¥to m 
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three times. That Deponent was there on the evening alluded 
to by Margaret Thorn in her affidavit, and pofitively denies hi$ 
having ever prayed, in her prefencc, either extempore or other- 
wife.' That Deponent was Teacher in the School forfive yearl, 
and never knew any man more religious, and friendly to (he 
Church of England, and attached to the prefent King and Con-r 
ftitution than Mr, Youn|. * " 

Mrs. Baber. 

• 

That witnefs accompanied Margaret Thorn to Mr. Hen"- 
ty Young ; and was with her the whole of the evening alluded 
to by her affidavit, and poiltively denies that Mr. Young addreff- 
cd her (Witnefs) in the words fworn to by Margaret Thorn, or 
in any other, which bore the leafl refemblance to them ; poil- 
tively denies her having ufed the expreflions contained in Mar- 
g^et Thoirn*$ aCiidavii. That Witnefs docs not remember ever 
having a converfation at the time fworn to by Margaret Thorn 
in the latter. ps^rt of her affidavit, but if Ihe had, (he moft foi 
lemnly declares (he i^ever fpoke of \^r. Bere, Mr. Load, or Mr, 
Young, in the terms fct forth by Margaret Thorn. 
. 'J\i^ Witnefs conflantly attends her Churchy 


Betty Bahr. 

Deponent moft folcmnly declares that MrS. Vdnng n^ver 
touched her with her elbow at Church, in the manner' (worn to 
by Anne Stephens ; that her feat at Church is not Within the 
reach of Mrs. Young, when occupying her own place, which fte 
conftantly docs, without great difficulty. That Witnefs fees 
l^rs. Young at Church every Sunday, and that there is no per- 
fpn who attends Church, who behaves with more decency an4 
reverence than Mrs. Young. 

John Baker, Senior. 

That witnefs had a coQverfalipn with Thomas Ifuiih, but 
act to the purport fwgr^, to jby hiisu, That witnefs did recoup- 
mend Hui(h to go to the fchool apd told him that if he woiil^ 
go, he would hear ai chapter explained, and that would be wh^re 
he never had heard (meaning Mr. Young's explaining the Lefifons 
pf the day to the children, which was his ufual cuRom on hi^ 
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feturn from church.) That Huifh faid lie liked Mr. Ycmtg^ 
pnd iboti^lK liim.a very ^ood kind of man, and that he (hotM 
like to go and bear him. That witnef^ faid xo him *^ Topifi^, 
tbpe go to Church firft in the oorning, and tlien we .will go to- 
gether to the fchooi.^ That Mr. Young always recommended 
wiitiiefs and others. tf> go to church $ always expreQed himfielf ^ 
dear lover pf the Church and the Clergy ; always prayed for 
the clergy, and for Mr. Bere in particular, when he was ill 2 
h^s often heard him fay, what jt fine feryi^ t\ie Church-Servic^ 
was. Th^t witneTs remembers the panfli of^lagdpu more than 
iixty years ; that previous to Mr« Yoting's -coming totheparMh, 
there was a cqutjouM ooipplalnt of the cbiLdnen's robbing Or- 
chards, and going idle about the country qn Si^ndays, ^nd that 
new no fuch thing is heard of. 

TfadC witpefs has jwq Spniif aod ihat th^ y^ are quife refornret 
iix their co^idu^, £nce they attended Mr. Young's fcbool. Tbu 
wltnefi^ did once go to a Miethb^ift meeting.in Sri^ftol wkh his 
Daughter^ who is marffiedfo aMethodift, «ad that he^hou^ 
there was no harm in i(« 


. James Tucker. 

"■ ■ • ... • 

That witnefs lived with Mr. Young at Nailfea at thf 
time alluded to by Mr. Box in his affidavit. That witnefs faw 
Mr.' Young a great manjtiqies when on the. Hill, axid that lie 
was peffe^ly fober. Thax Mr. Y^^ng overtook witnefs many 
miles from Nailfea apd that they went home together. Thatfi 
was ithen- perfediy fober. . iThat during the three years' t}iat wi|>r 
npfs lived in YoU])g's- houfe he i^ever faw him in liquor. Thai 
Mr. Coombes did not overtake them when witnefs was prefcnt. 
That Mr^ Coombes never had a child at theichooli nor at that 
tijDp had he apy of an a|;e to attend* 
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That witnefs was one of Mr. Young's fdiotes at Kailfe^ 
at the thne the fchools met on the Hill. That he was on the 
Iiill with Mr. Young the' whole of the time, and was at Mr, 
Young's houfe after hk ca«ie home, and that^he was not at any 
timeduring the day the Ittaft in liquor. That witnefs never faw 
him the leaft difgoifcd with drinking. That witnefs knows MrL 
iSopmb^s very .well, and 4hat he'npyer bad any childrcq at thq 


2^. 
1T«?.,]R^.p,r. Ma^^ajoq t^.^Rey. pr, QroffinaD. 

Keir. and Dear Sir^ 

bfe occafi(»i of' doing juftice to the cbarader and 
feotimentst. of Mi> D^^u^r^ tb^^ tb^ lhjpc]|;,ing; 
manner in which they have been mifireprerented^ 
(a^I.heaar) hy the Ci^r^fJ Qr^^ag^qPr X H^vc 
known Mr. Defcuiy from the time of his firft fetting 
om in life, and I feel a fingi^lar piqs^furp ii^ bea^ing^ 
tqftiipopy to the irreprp^ebahk, and cvc» ei^em- 
pkry condu^ by which he h?^. airways dpnq haijouV 
to the virtuous, and reipe£bhte family to which he 
belongs^ He difcovered very early, jmous difpofi- 
tions, and was remarkable for his copftan^ and edi- 
IRring attendance on public worlhip, of which t'he 
£i^^ajy fr^titS;, appicared in bis co;^daa, and inanners, 
bodiin his draiefiic. relations, ai^'io'^ fQckl inter- 
€oiu;l9* His patrician birtb^ in ap ancient and ho- 
nourable hoafe, pcacuned him. adfl^ifipA tp the 
S^dthpWctir*S; Court at the Hague, wheire he was 
a favouMd^ and ufeful companion U> (b^ yP.uQg 
Princes; and he was appointed Captain of the 
Guards, in which fituation, his condu£l and manr 
ners were untainted and exemplary. Since my ar- 
rival in England, J have feen ibis man of the Court, 
this Cam?in pf the Guards, this worthy ^aron« 
nietamor{4iored uito a paroi^, and cuUiYl^Ui^, an 
th^, jiif^mblc ftatioi}, the ttiilfi yirtues of the honcfli 
man^- the gooi huiband^ibe ^pd ia^^^ /^pji twiut 
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croxvDS and animates all the reft) ' the Cnceie ami 
fQund chridian. 

In fliort, my dear Dofltor, my opimon oF^iiHis 
foch, that I do, and always ifaall, consider it as an 
honour to be in the number of his friends. 

Preient my bed re^iSs to y6ur Lady, widi my 
ardent mmes for ncr complete recovery, and be- 
lieve me with high elie^ and regard^ 

My dear Sir^ 
Ybur moft obedteni and devoted Servant, 

» 


- - . - » 
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OiailcsDcfcnry Ef^. to the Rev. Sir A. E!t«ii Bt,; 

iilagdon Court, April 17! tSou 

^ Sir, 

AT the firtt reading of Mr. 'Bere^ publkstoMi, 
1 dioa^t to have ahfwered at' lairgc his' d^ijgcs 
Srougl^ againfl: me ; l)ut after fiiord ihaturd con-- 
fideration, and iecond 'reading of his pamphlet^ I 
am convinced, that whoever thinks it Vorth attend-- 
ing to, mutf be ftnick with the ihcohfiftcncjr that 
prevails throughout. Particularly rel^ive' to my 
cafe. He anfwers his own <}tieries, and then calls 
jupon me to ftate << times, names, aiid places^** But 
to go no further, the manner in which Mr. Bere 
explains his negative anfwer to my' letter, is fo deF- 
pii^gbte a quibble, that I think it &r beneath my 
chara£ter« to honor him with a reply* 
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Jor my own latisfaaion I haye written to Mifi 
David, who was prefent at the converfalion Mr* 
Bere alludes to ; Ihe ha& favored nfie with an anfvrer, 
and I beg leave to inclofe to you the copies of both 
thefe letters. 

There is one point, however, whic!h, as it beirs 
a plaufible appearance, I think muft be taken notice 
of: Mr;Bere fays of my letter to hiiii, ** that it is 
fuch as it would have been imprudent to write to 
any one, but a Clergyman, a Magiftrate and a Crip- 
pled* He feems to have forgotten the ufe he made 
of this tdple fliield, when, unprovoked, he fo 
grofsly infulted me> be/ore, the gentlemen of the 
meeting at Blagdon, that, frorii thofe very circum* 
V fiancee, F wa& obliged to call for their proteSion ; 
> a conduQ: which made his warmeft friends, and moll 

ftrenuous fupporters, apologize for him ; and fo 
forcibly ftruck your feelings. Sir, as to induce you 
to ftand forth in my defence* 

I cannot but feel indebted to Mr. Berc, for giv- 
ing me fo. fair an opportunity of accounting for the 
ftyle, in which my letter to him was written, which, 
vithout thefe confiderations, would have been highly 
improper. 

» 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble Servari^ 

Charles Defcury* 
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Charles £Hircury» Efq. to Mifs David. 

Blagdon*Court« Aprils, 180 K 

Madam, 

Mr. Bere's long announced publication has 
made its appearance, and as he has thought proper 
to ground an attack on my moral and religious cha- 
raAer, upon a Converlation which took place at his 
houfe) the evening when I had the pleafure of meet- 
ing you there, however reludantly I trouble you 
on this occafion, I mull beg kave earneftly to re- 
queft, that you wUl favour me with a ftatement of 
what you recoHcEk to have been the fubjed of that 
conyerfation; what^e point was^ which I fupported, 
and whether, in any part of the converfation, I made 
ufeofany indecent, or blafphemous language; fuch 
as addreffing myfelf to Mr. Bere, to aft, 

<* Do you think that God fat down to confuk 
with others, like three old women in a chimney 
corner, to contrive, and confult how he (hould 
make the world,*' 

And in another part of the fame converfetion, 
" I wonder then who was God's wife." 
Should any thing have cfcaped me that might, by 
its fimilarity to thefe dreadful exprefEons, juftify in 
Mr. Bere, the idea that I have been capable of 
ufing them, I fliall deem myfelf obliged to you. 
Madam; to acquaint me with it, and I will candidly 
yield to his charge, though with an acquitting con- 
fcience, not only as to any blafphemous, but even 
irreverent intention. d 
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I make tbis application with the greater tonfi- 
dfchcey as you, Madam, took repeatedly a (hare in 
the converfation, for which reafon, it is not poffible 
that a circumftance of this kind ihould have efcaped 
your notice. 

I have the honour to be. Madam, 

Your obedient, humble Servant^ 

. Charles Defcury. 

Mifs David to Chajrles Defcury, Efq* 

Briftol, April7, 1801. 

Sir, 

I take the earlieft opportunity of returning 
you an acknowledgment of your letter, refpefling 
the unpleafant difpute at filagdon. It gives roe ve- 
ry ferious. concern^ to find myfelf called before the 
tribunal of the public, the more fo, as I believe I 
have the honour of efteeming the principals on 
both fides, among the number of my friends. No 
confideration will hpweyer induce me tofwerve 
from Truth. With the precife terms, alluded to in 
^r. Be re's Narrative, I cannot at this diftant period 
charge my memory. I was unwell at the time, and 
having no idea that it would ever be the Subjeft of 
controverfy, I did not liften to the converiatioii 
with fo much attention as I otberwife prpbably 
fhould have done. 
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I confefs it was not without much concern, I 
found you accufed of broaching fentiments, hoftile 
to the doflrine, which I have ever confidered as the 
truth, and I do moR. unequivocally declare, diat I 
neither heard you make ufe of the expreiBons inv« 
puted to you, nor did I perceive any thing in your 
converfation, which conveyed to me the moft difiant 
idea, that you were capable of treating fo ferious a 
fubjeft in fo light a manner ; had I, I truft I 
fhould not have expreifed myfelf as I did, by faying, 
I approved your fentiments, and coincided in your 
opinions. 

Mrs. Ber^ I have every reafonto efteem as 
a Lady of ftri£le(l honour and integrity, and it 
is with much deference, and very fincere regret, 
that I tranfmit to you an evidence, which differs fo 
very widely from hers. And Mr. Defcury muft 
have the goodnefs to draw a diftin€t line, between 
my teftimony in his favour, and any wifli pofitively 
%o contradi£t her ftatement. 

I have the honour to remain. Sir, 

Your's 


Eliza Davi4« 


FINIS. 


ffath : f^rin^ed by S* Hazard, Cheap-Stree U 
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The hours appointed for divine fervice 
were fpcnt by them in the alehoufe, ~or 
in the amufements of pitch and tofs, bail- 
playing, &c. Their children neglefled, 
were fulFered to mn wild in a lamentable 
ftate oflgnorance and vice. About eight 
years ago, a Sunday-fchool was eflablilhed 
by Mrs. H. More. A great change for Uie 
better vas foon apparent. 
, In my attcBdatice on the fchocJ, I wit^ 
neffed the propriety with whitA it was con- 
du0ed ; the children were taught to read 
their bible, and fuch books as accorded with 
the principles of the church of £ngland. 
The principal perfons of Nailfea, convin- 
ced of the utility of the fchool to the interefts 
of the parith, not only exhorted their 
workmen to fend their children, but fet 
^be example- by fending their own; and 
bound themfelves under a penalty to attend 
in turn, by way of fan£lion t'o the inlUtution. 
The good example fet by the youdi operated 
on their feniors to'produce an attention to 
^heir religious concerns, and to take them 
off 
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The teachers and children attend the 
church regularly. 

J. SPARROW, Jun. 
Curate of Nailfesi 

BOURTON, 

July 5, 1801. 


THIS is to certify that the funday fchool 
inflituted by Mrs. H» More in theparifh of 
Yatton, wasi from its firft opening in tl\e 
year 17919 until the time of my quitting 
ihatparifliin the year 1798, conftantly un« 
dermy infpeftion. 

That the teachers were nominated by me ; 
and that by a refolution of the veftry, many 
gentlemen of the parifli engaged to, (and 
did) attend alternately, for the purpofe of 
enforcing the rules of the fchool, and for the 
maintenance of proper order, both on the 
part of the governors as of the fcholars. 

< 

S. T. WYLDE, 
Late Curate of Yatton, 

BURRINGTON, 

July 8, i8oj.' 

HAVING 
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cumftance, it calls on me to pronounce it 
extremely incorreft. 

On the^ feceffion of a fubordinate teacher 
in her fchool, Mrs. H. More requefted the 
Vicar to inquire after, and recommend to 
her^ a proper fucceflbr ; >rhen converfing 
with a well-meaning, refpedable farmer on 
tbit fubje£k, at a tythe-meeting, pec. 3, 
1799^ a perfon, otherwife well qualified, 
(but who really was a notorious metbodift 
pfieacher,} was very injudicioufly recom. 
mended by Him, and immediately reje&ed 
by Me, a& fuch, without altering into any 
confultation with the parifliioners, (then af- 
fembled») or parifh-^fiicers ; a circumfknce, 
which I have reafon to believe to have been 
unknown at Co wflip^green, until conomuni- 
cated by myfelf to Mrs. H. More, fabfe* 
quent to the publication of Mr fiere'sr late 

Appeal,'* which produced the explanauon* 
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HENRY HAWES^ 
Vicar of Yatton. 

YATTOM. ; * 

July 9, i8ai. ' 

THE 
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IN the year 1775 I undertook the cure 
of Shipham, and found the poor in a veiy 
uncivilizled ftate ; the women generally def. 
tituteof irtduftry and frugality ; the young 
men fpending the fabbath in fporting and 
huiltihg, and the children in wandering, idle, 
and almoft naked* 

In the year 1 789 Mrs. H. More comrau- 
ntcated to Mn Penny, the late Reftor, her 
wi(h of eftablifhing a fchool in this Parifb'; 
he highly approved of it, fitted up ahdufe 
for the purpofe, and defif ed me to pay eve- 
ry attention to it When Mr. Penfly died, 
I fuccecded to^ the reftory, and, both be- 
fore and fmce, have had the management 
of the whole. Nothing is done here but in 
ftridk conformity to" the do£irine and difci- 
pline of the church of England. I attend 
every funday, and k gives me pleafure to 
obferve, that the moft regular attendants at 
church and facramtnt' are they who attend 
the fchool and reading. 
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on the fchool, employs the fame M after and 
Miftrels^ as Mrs. H. More did. 

JAMES JONES> 

Reftor of Shipham. 
July, lo, 1801. 


I RESIDED at Axbridge from tlie year 
' 1784. to 17989 and during that period was 

Curate of different parifiies v^h^re Mrs. H. 
More had fchools. While I was Curate of 
Axbridge^ a fchool was eftabliihed with the 
full approbation of my ReQor; I had the 
entire fuperintendcnce of it, and the teach- 
' ers were appointed by me. The firft mif- 

« trefs, was removed when I found her to be in- 

competent, an4 another of fuperior educati* 
on and abilities was employed on my ncoin« 
mendation; no book was ufed in the (chool 
but fuch as, I approved, and no (ermon was 
read in the evening till I had examined 
it : and notwithftanding Mr. Bere aflerts 
that the miftrcfs of this fchool " made long 

« ex- 


1 


difpofition to Endiufiafm ; an inllance of 
fimilar dirmiflal came alfo under my obfer- 
vation, at her fchool at Wedmore. 

In all the parifhes where I have been 
curate, I have found the fchools to be par' 
ticularly ufeful, in bringing my pariOiioners 
tp church and facrameat, and ia amcDdiog 
their moral condud. I have alio obfeived 
them to be a powerful check to the growth 
of Sefiarifm. The. teachers have been 
loyal and peaceable, and firmly attached to 
the eilabUihed Church. 

JOHN BOAK, 
Reflor of Brockley. 
July 9, 1801. 


IT having been aflerted by the Rev. T. 
Bcrc^ JDapMofihletjaft puUUhcdby him, 
that Ae Teacher of Mrs. H. More's ftinday 
fchool in the parifli of Chedder " ia a me- 
« thodift, attends iheir meetings, and lives 
* isalicenf^dhoufe," I,theuDderfi0Bedcii» 
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their connexion, notwithftandjng they have, 
for many years, exercifed all therr ufual 
zeal to attraft adherents. And fo powerful 
lias been the influence of Mrs. H. More's 
fchool in bringing my parilhioners to 
church, that from. the period of the' eftab- 
liflinient of the fchool, to the prefentmo-' 
ment, the congregaiion at the church has 
gradually increafed from fifty, to feven hun- 
dred : and the number of perfons, who at- 
tend the facraraent, has increafed from about 
fifteen, to near one hundred and twenty. 
This circumftance alfo lufficiently accounts 
for the Ijoftility, with which the methodifis 
have ever regarded Mrs. H. More's inAitu- 
tions. ' 

I alfo beg leave to ftate for the informa- 
tion of the public, and in oppolition to the 
calumnies, which have been fo induftrioufly 
circulated, that the plans for inftrufting the 
children, and their older i^adves at the 
fchool and evening readings, are circum- 
fcribed by every precaution^ whidi appwrs , 
to me needful or pra£Hcable, in order to 
guard 


IS 

brouglit up in the Ichool, and appearing 
particularly Tober and attentive, has been 
for fome time permitted, fibough 11:111 con- 
fidered as a fcholar,] to inftru£l the very 
young children in the alphabet and in Tpell- 
irg, is the Ton of a poor labourer, who lives 
in a hamlet about two miles from Chedder, 
and who is faid to have fuffered the mediod- 
ifls occafionaliy to preach in his houfe, on 
\vhich account it was ticenfed. Thii Lad, 
is not a mcthodin, nor has he any connex- 
ion with them ; but, not being yet engaged 
in 'fervice, he jives wiUi hia father. I can 
hardly conceive that Mr. Bere fpeaks of the 
above mentioned youth, fince the manner 
in which he has expreffed himfelf, evi- 
dently points out the rchool-mi(lrers as the 
methodift, and her refidence as the licenfcd 
houfe. 


I 
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THE Public, U ii ptiefuaietii hy a pera- 
Tal of tfaeibregoingiteiiini«nie». will. be &• 
tisfied^ as to die following queftionfi. | 

ift. Whether the Scbodi, eftablifliedl^ I 

'Mrs. H. More, are, or arc not, ifubjedio i 

the infpefUon and xontnnU of tbe Cler^- | 

manoftheparifli. I 

2nd. By whom the teachers at£jgeneially I 

chofen. ' 

3tt]. In what nwDfier thefe Schools are 

• conducted. I 

4ih. What effeaa tbey have produced. , 

i It will be feen« that as th^ liave alwayt 

been inftiuited, with;thp-^probatii9nof (be 
officiating Minifter, fo they have always 
been fubje^ to his infpefiion, and controui. 
.That the teachers have been chofen fome- 
timesby the Clergyman, and foroetimesby 
the principal JriiobitaiUs, vitb the apprebi^ 
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inies^ or pretended Criends, thefe pages are 
not addrcfled. Tiiey are fent forth, for- the 
information of thofe, , who ft^^e ignorant of 
the ftate of thefe Schools,; and who therefore 
may be mifled, by the account given of 
them, in a pamphlet indtled, *' An Appeal to 
the Public," by the Rev. T. Bcre; and in 
an anonymous letter in the Anti- Jacobin Re- 
view for June 19ft, fignedE.S. 

To deteft mifreprefentation, and confute 
falfliood, muft always be a painful talk; but 
the caufe of Truth feems now to require ik 
It is by no means intended to notice every 
inftance of mifreprefentation, and .railing, 
which have been for feme time paft employed 
to lower thefe Schools in the opinion of the 
Public.* It is intended only to bring for- 
ward a : few of the leading affertions, and 
contrail them with thofe of, the rcfident 

Clergymen. 

♦ The knanner in vAiith thefe iBftituiioAs have bcca 
oppofed, will perhaps he fcarcely CTfiiii^. Printed 
paper.s have been circulaced, atid ftuck upon Turnpike 
Gates» in which the mpd opprob/ious language is ufed, 
and themoli rcfpc^able charaftcn^arc treated within- 
decent ridicule. 
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The Rev. J. Jones of Shipham, after ftat- 

. ing that his reftpr fo " highly approved' 

the eftabliOiing the fchooly in hispariih, that 

he " fitted up a houfe for the purpofe," 

. defiring his curate at the fame time, " to 

" pay every attention to ii," adds, " when 

«* Mr. Penny died^ I fucceeded to the rec- 

*• tory, and both before and fince have had 

" the management of the whole.'' 1 he Rev. 

J. Boak, who was Curate of Axbridge 

when the fchool was eftablilhed there, fays, 

" I had . the. entire faperintendence of it/' 

. Speaking likewifc of the fcbool at. Cheddar, 

where he vras alfo curate, he obferves,^*tlie 

« fame dirfSion and controul^ whicbl had 

^ oyer the fchool at Axbridge, was alfo ex- 

" erciied by me over the fchool at Chedder." 

The Rey. T.Drewitt, who fucceeded Mr. 

Boak as curate of Chedder, . fays, '« the 

" wholp OBconomy of the fchool is under my 

, " iireS;ion-and contrpul.'* 

• E. S. alfo aflerts, « the teachers of the 

**^fchools are.appointe;d by Mrs. H. More." 

•Mr. .Wylde, tb^ refidemt minifter of Yatton, 

* * declares 


■*:clergyinaD. who has confirmed what the xc- 
. '^ viewer auelb, he has confinned a known 
■ **and wilful falfebood." Here the public will 
determine between the declarations of the 
officiating cleigyt and of the anonymous 
■writer. Ttni. Wfiter, indeed, Hales himfelf 
to be "a clei^mfm, refident in one of the 
*' parifbes, where Mrs. H. More has had a 
*^fchool eftablifhed;" and therefore he adds, 
*'-you may iafely depend oa what, I now tell. 
*■' you." But as it is evident, that he is npt the 
^dating minijlcr of the pari {h in which he 
refides, two things feem wanting, to the 
credibility of his tefiimony : i ft. he ihould 
have told his name ; and, sdly. he fbould 
lave Oated, ^u he kimfelf had attended the 
Jchoclii and tber^re could fpeak from his 
own knowledge. As he has done neither 
of thcle, hu own wprds mayt with too 
^Foat juftice, be retorted.upoa hjmfelf ; "ei- 
*' ther be has liftened to the deceitfulnefs of 
"'Others, or he has attempted to pradife 
*>'decqt himfelf." 

In page 33 ofthepunphlet intitled. " An 
Appeal 


" preacher as a,teacher in herfchool :" Mr- 
Hawes, the Vicar of Yatton, affeits " that 
*' the reafon' affigncd by the Rev. T- Bere 
'* for Mrs. H. More's withdrawing her 
" fchool, was not the true one ;" that Mrs. 
H. More " never recommended a notorious 
" methodift preacher;" that "the paHfli- 
" ioners nor parifli officers were never con- 
" fultcd with by the vicar, on any fuch oc- 
*• cafion." Mr. Hawesthen Hates, that at 
a tyihc-mecting, a riJptUahU farmer re- 
commended a perfon^ who, though other- 
wife well qualified, yel, as he was a notorious 
methodift preacher, he immediately rejefted 
him, •• without entering into any confulta- 
" tjon with the parifhioncrs, (then aflembled) 
« or parifh officers." In fhort.Mr. Hawesis 
put to the unptealant neceffity of declaring, 
that " the circumftances ftated in the 33d 
*' page of the Appeal never occurred." 

With relpeft fo the manner in which thefe 

fchools are condu6:ed, and the good e(fe8:s, 

which have been produced by them, the 

moft fatisfa6lory account may be drawn 

from 
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lity of two forts of charaSers, the Irreffgious, 
and the Difaffefled. From thefe, nothing 
but oppoiition is expe(5ted. Such tharac- 
lers, mujl oppofe fuch inftitutiohs, upon 
principle. But there are perfons of another 
delciiption, whofe cliaraflcra are refpe6a- 
ble, and whofe views are upright ; who are 
yet unfriendly to thefe fchools, from a miC 
taken notion that they are hoflile to Uie 
church. TheJc peribns will perhaps paufb, 
when they fee thcfigiiatiires of nine Clergy- 
men, bearing teftimony to the propriety 
with which thefc fchooU have been con- 
du£led, and the good elTe^ which they 
have produced. 

Alter all, it is by no means pretentfed by 
Mrs. H. More, that her plans have been 
free fi-om imperfefUon, or that difficulty, 
and difappointment, have never attended 
the execution of them. : But it may be 
worth while for the fqber-minded Chriftian, 
and the friend to our Church Eftablilhment) 
to redcft, what multitudes of young perfpns 
liave,in the courfe of neer twelve years, been 

. inftrufled 
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t»neft: regard to Religion, which isfreiqueQt- 
ly branded, with the names of Medptodifra 
and Enthufiaim,. by thofe^ who have no 
other idea of Religion, than the outward 
Forms of. it. What is intended to bc.dif- 
. claimed is, all Irregularity^ orDifaffeflion 
to the Eflablifhment; in fliort, everything 
\vhich is incoiffiftent with the. Doflrine and 
Difcipline of the Church of England* 


s 

p. S. Two Pamphlets are juft publiflied 
(fmce the above yept to prefe/ and- fome of 
the copies were printed off) one entitled 
/V Shoft Criticifms on the, late difpu^e be- 
tween the Curate of JSlagdon and Mrs» H, 
.More, .&c." the other <« An E?cpoftuldtory 
'*« Letter to the Rev. Sir Abraham Elton, 
" Bart/* In the former of thefe, the author 
aflumes the charaQer of a Judge, and ac- 
cordingly arraigns,, andpafles fentence upon 
each individual. But being ay^are that /m- 
partiality i$SL quality abfolutelj^ necelTary to 

• the 
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wpeal, &c,^ but not the fmalleft notice is 
taken, of any unffeemiy expreffion in that 
Work. Has not this the appearance » of 
* favor or afffeftion ?^ 

In page 13, (peaking of Mrs. H. More^ 
be fays, ^ (he triumphs amid the applaufes 
^ of her admirers, whilst, th^ curate }ofes his 
(^ bread/* Has thi$ author any foundation 
for fuch an afleruon ? Where are the 
proofs of Mrs. H. Monk's triumph ? In the 
fame page he tays, ^' her recomnnendaticm to 
(^ have Mr. Bere continued in the curacy, 
'<' has too much of the c^n/of the Inqgifitors, 
" &c.'* in puge 18, 19, and 20, theafler- 
tions of £. S. are brought forward ; and it 
will be obierved, that diey are produced, 
jabt as the afifertions of an anonymous wri- 
ter, but as ifao^fe of a ^^refident clergyman." 
ThepuUic "^Iftidge, from thefe fewfpe- j 
cimens, whether the opinion of this audior 
is ^ uhbiftfled by &vour or affection on one 
," hand, or by prejudice or diiUke on the 
** other.'* It ihouM. however be acknow- 
kdged, that he|;sve$hi$ opinbn decidedly 

in 
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the impreffion^ that Mrs. H. More's fcbools 

are not under the fuperiatendence of the re- 
fident minifter, it is hoped that this writer^ 

will receive fatisfaflion from the foregoing 

teftimonies. 

In a (hort poftfcript he mentions, hating 

heard of a fecond publication by Mr. Bere, 

(alluding to die ** Appeal/'} but that he had 

not l^en it. By the manner in which tills 

author writes, it may be concluded, that 

when he has feen that pubHcation, his dpi- 

* nion in many refpeds will be conlidefably 

altered. 


flMlS. 


Bath, Printed by S. Hazard^ in Chttp-ftteet. 


